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Note from the President 

To all GVCA Members, 
 
This year’s Annual General Meeting of the Guildwood Village Community Association will be 
held on March 28, 2023 at 7:00 pm.  This will be a virtual meeting. The link to the meeting is 
provided on the following page.  
 
The purpose of the Annual General Meeting is to update the members on the activities of the 
Association during the past year and to elect the GVCA’s Officers for 2023. This package 
includes written reports, from the Treasurer and the GVCA committees, which will provide our 
membership with key information on the activities of the Association. To ensure timely and 
transparent communication with our members, this AGM meeting materials package is being 
made available on-line in advance of the meeting.  

 
We have found that by providing members with written reports in advance of the AGM we can 
reduce the number of verbal reports presented at the meeting and in turn run a more time-
efficient Annual General Meeting. 

 
The GVCA Board is looking forward to seeing as many members as possible attending this on-
line event. Please tune in and learn what the many dedicated volunteers of your community 
association have been working on over the past year. 

 
Please remember that only members of the GVCA in good standing are permitted to vote 
during the 2023 AGM. If you are not a member, details of several ways on how to obtain your 
membership, including online and in-person are available on our website at 
https://www.guildwood.ca/become-a-member. 
 
In keeping with past tradition, we are arranging an interesting and informative presentation to 
follow the GVCA business portion of the meeting. This year our guest speaker is scheduled to be 
Jennifer McKelvie, Acting Mayor of Toronto and Councillor for Ward 25, Scarborough-Rouge. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Robert D’Addario, President 
Guildwood Village Community Association 

  

https://www.guildwood.ca/become-a-member
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Virtual Meeting Access Details 
 
 

Topic: GVCA AGM March 28 2023 
Time: Mar 28, 2023 07:00 PM America/Toronto 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
 
https://tcdsb.zoom.us/j/93149640435?pwd=Y3VYRWlKcVN6cCtBdmlqZDh6ZHdDdz09 
 
 
Meeting ID: 931 4964 0435 
Passcode: 227702 
One tap mobile 
+16475580588,,93149640435#,,,,*227702# Canada 
+16473744685,,93149640435#,,,,*227702# Canada 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada 
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada 
Meeting ID: 931 4964 0435 
Passcode: 227702 
Find your local number: https://tcdsb.zoom.us/u/avklVa43j 

https://tcdsb.zoom.us/j/93149640435?pwd=Y3VYRWlKcVN6cCtBdmlqZDh6ZHdDdz09
https://tcdsb.zoom.us/u/avklVa43j
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2023 AGM Agenda 
 
1. Welcome and Agenda Outline - Robert D’Addario 

2. Land Acknowledgement – Allison Murray 

3. Opening Remarks – Robert D’Addario 

4. Vote on Minutes of 2021 AGM – Robert D’Addario 

5. 2022 Financials – Kelly Cole 

6. Election Process – Bob Taylor-Vaisey and Amy Stephenson 

7. Reference to Committee Reports & Q&A – Robert D’Addario 

8. Business Meeting Close Out                                                                     

10. Introduction of Guest Speaker –  Robert D’Addario 

11. Presentation & Q&A – Jennifer McKelvie, Acting Mayor of Toronto and Councillor Ward 25 
Scarborough-Rouge 

12. Formal Close & Thank-you – Allison Murray  
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Draft Minutes of the March 2022 GVCA AGM for Approval 
 

1. Welcome 

The Annual General Meeting of the Guildwood Village Community Association was       held 
remotely via Zoom on Tuesday March 29, 2022. 

 
2. Call to Order 

With sufficient quorum, Jim Whitney, President, called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

Jim welcomed everyone to the second virtual AGM of the Guildwood Village Community 
Association. The meeting was attended by 34 community members including Paul Ainslie, 
City Councillor Ward 24 Scarborough-Guildwood. Jim referred everyone to the previously 
circulated AGM package for committee reports on events, membership, community affairs 
and communications, as well as an update on Guild Park & Gardens.   

The meeting agenda was presented as follows: 
• Land Acknowledgment – Allison Murray 
• Opening remarks – Jim Whitney 
• Approval of prior AGM minutes – Jim Whitney et al 
• Treasurer’s report – Kelly Cole 
• Election of Officers – Bob Taylor-Vaisey 
• Questions and answers 
• Guest Speaker – Tamara Grossuti, City of Toronto 
 

3. Land Acknowledgment 
 

Guildwood residents are fortunate to live in a beautiful corner of the Carolinian forest. Our 
community is also part of the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the 
Wendat, and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. This land was also included in the 
Dish with One Spoon territory, a treaty between the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the 
Anishinaabek and allied nations. One of the elements of that treaty was to peaceably share 
and care for this land, its waters, and all of the biodiversity in the Great Lakes region.  
The Guildwood Village Community Association gratefully acknowledges these Indigenous 
nations for their guardianship of this land, and we acknowledge our accountability to honour 
this treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship, and respect.  
  

4. Opening Remarks 

Jim Whitney commented that as with the previous year, 2021 saw many of the GVCA’s 
core activities cancelled due to the pandemic. At the present time, with pandemic 
restrictions being lifted, we are planning to return to our normal full schedule for 2022 and 
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planning is underway for Guildwood Day activities on June 4th which will include the 
parade, vendor tables, field games for the kids, the evening BBQ and concert, and more.  
We are excited to re-start this signature event, but we could use more volunteers. 
Interested community members were asked to email events@guildwood.on.ca. The garage 
sale will be held on Saturday May 28th and the GVCA will advertise this again this year. We 
will also re-start our canvassing for memberships in April and need volunteers for this. 
Residents interested in assisting with the membership drive were encouraged to contact 
membership@ guildwood.on.ca.  

We also received word today that the new Clark Centre for the Arts will be officially 
opening on April 20th between 2 pm and 6 pm and we are very excited to have this facility 
opening in the community. It represents an important link to the history and culture of the 
Guild.  Jim thanked Councillor Paul Ainslie for his support and stewardship of this project.  

Jim thanked the retiring board members and recognized their past service to the 
community. A Certificate of Appreciation will be sent to Dave Arnold for his outstanding 
volunteer service to our organization and our community. Dave's activities with the GVCA, 
including his term as President from 2015 to 2018 and his work leading successful 
neighbourhood events like Guildwood Day and our New Years’ Eve parties, exemplify both 
community volunteerism and the spirit of Guildwood Village. Certificates of Appreciation 
will also be sent to retired board members Audrea Douglas, Andy Douglas, Kathleen Wolfe 
and Reginald Wolfe for their outstanding volunteer service to our organization and our 
community. 

Jim also thanked each of the current board members for their work during the past year.  

Some logistical items were covered:  

• Questions could be submitted via the Q&A button at the bottom of the screen and 
attendees were asked to submit only questions of general interest.  

• Voting was to be done by electronic raising of hands using the hand icon at the bottom 
of the screen. Eligible voters are those holding either a 2021 or 2022 membership.  At 
this point Jim asked everyone to raise their hands if they were eligible voters. There 
were 31 eligible voters counted.   

 
5. Approval of Prior AGM Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting dated March 30, 2021 were presented for 
approval. A vote to approve the 2021 minutes was taken and a simple majority voted in 
favour.   

 

mailto:events@guildwood.on.ca
mailto:membership@guildwood.on.ca
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6. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Kelly Cole presented the five-year financial statements for the GVCA and 
reviewed the 2021 figures in detail.  The financial figures were circulated prior to the AGM 
and are available online at the GVCA website.  

At the end of 2019 the bank balance was over $31,000 and our financial position was 
strong at the beginning of the pandemic. Total revenue for 2021 was $20,306 and 
expenses were $26,276, resulting in a net loss of $5,970. Current period ending cash is 
$15,906 which consists of $9,791 in the Guildwood Investment Fund and $5,605 in the 
Beautification Fund. The reduction in revenue is mainly due to the drop in memberships 
during the pandemic.  

The GVCA’s financial position was strong at the onset of the pandemic and we have 
hopefully weathered the last of the financial impacts from COVID. But these last two years 
show the impact of the need for strong membership revenue. Last year, the membership 
committee got creative and revenue from membership doubled last year over the 2020 
figure.   

The majority of memberships were purchased online due to no door-to-door canvassing 
and for the most part the membership cards were hand-delivered by Kelly. Kelly thanked 
valu-mart and Guildwood Physiotherapy for offering in-person sales and Audrea Douglas 
for organizing. 

The advertising revenue for the News & Views decreased but with the increased 
memberships and some flag sales as well as donations, overall revenue increased by 
$4,000 over 2020.  

The membership expenses were higher than in 2020 as the Membership Committee 
printed flyers to drive the second wave of sales. These were hand delivered to households 
who had purchased a previous year’s membership in order to target more membership 
revenue.  

News & Views expenses decreased year over year even though the printing cost had 
increased because volunteers were able to deliver the summer edition. Canada Post 
delivered the other three issues to ensure the safety of our delivery volunteers. 

Bank charges increased substantially over 2020 due to the fees of the online membership 
purchases. We know that door-to-door canvassing yields better results at less cost so 
we’re very hopeful that this year’s membership drive will be as successful as it has been in 
the past. 

Kelly closed her remarks by saying that she is optimistic that with a successful membership 
drive, we will once again have the events that we all look forward to. 
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7. Election of Officers 

Bob Taylor-Vaisey, former GVCA Vice-President, conducted the elections. He reminded the 
members of the rules of the constitution.  As advised prior to the AGM, nominations “from 
the floor” were not taken due to the circumstances.  

Voting was done by a show of electronic hands and a simple majority was required for each 
vote.  

The individuals listed below have notified the Executive Committee of the Guildwood Village 
Community Association of their intention to seek election to the following GVCA Officer and 
Board positions: 
 
New Nomination: 
• Robert D’Addario is the sole nominee for the role of President to be appointed for a 3-

year term.  
 

 Renewing Nomination: 
• Julia Lakats is nominated for a further 3-year term as a Board member at Large.  

Bob moved that the slate of nominees be elected as presented. This was seconded by Kelly 
Cole. The members were asked to vote by raising their electronic hands and the slate of 
nominees was elected by a simple majority vote.   

 
8. Questions and Answers 

At this juncture, two questions were raised by the attendees: 

1/ There was a question about the opening of the Clark Centre. Details about the opening 
will be announced publicly within the next couple of weeks. 

2/ There was a question about the GVCA’s engagement with the new Ontario Housing 
Affordability Act which was mentioned in the meeting package. Jim took the opportunity 
to inform the attendees that the GVCA has formed a sub-committee to deal with this issue 
and more information would be forthcoming.  

 
9. Adjournment 

 
There being no other business, Jim Whitney motioned to adjourn at 7:25 pm. After the 
formal business portion our special guest Tamara Grossutti, Project Lead, Environment & 
Energy Division, City of Toronto gave residents a presentation on the City’s NetZero strategy.  
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Treasurer’s Report 2018 - 2022 
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Directors & Officers Continuing in Their Positions 
 
Officers: 

• Kelly Cole for the 1-year balance of a 3-year term as Treasurer (ending in 2024) 
• Robert D’Addario for the 2-year balance of a 3-year term as President (ending in 2025) 

 
Directors-at-Large (remaining 1-year term ending in 2024): 

• James Gilchrist 
• Angela Vanderburg 

 
Directors-at-Large (remaining 2-year term ending in 2025):  

• Jeff Garrah  
• Julia Lakats 
• Ashley Rycroft 
• Jim Whitney 

 
2023/2024 Director & Officer Elections  
 
Officers & Directors to be re-elected:  
The following individuals have put their names forward to be re-elected: 

• Allison Murray for a one-year extension as Secretary 
• John Mason for a three-year term as Director-at-Large 
• Bruce Villeneuve for a three-year term as Director-at-Large  
• Timo Puhakka for a three-year term as Director-at-Large 

 
New Nominations for Election:  
The nomination process was opened on March 5, 2023 and closed at noon on March 21, 2023. 
The following individuals have been nominated and approved by the Nominations Committee 
and are presented to the members for a vote. Nominations will not be accepted during the 
meeting. 
 

1. Nominations for Officer Roles: 
Jeff Garrah has been nominated for the role of Vice-President, to replace Ulrik 
Westergaard who is not seeking re-election. Jeff was nominated by Ulrik Westergaard.  
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2. Nominations for Directors-at-Large: 
The following individuals have put their names forward to join the Board of Directors as 
Directors-at-Large:  
• Melissa Kitazaki 
• Mikale Joly  
• Ryan Atkison   

 
Please refer to Appendix A for brief biographies for each of the individuals listed above. All 
nominees are members of the GVCA in good standing. As new Board members, each will be 
elected for a 3-year term.  
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Committee Reports 

 
1. Communications Committee 

 
The GVCA communicates with the residents of Guildwood via our website, social media 
accounts, the monthly e-newsletter and the Guildwood Village News & Views, which is 
published four times a year in both print and digital versions. We have been working hard over 
the last year to proactively provide relevant community information in a timely manner.  
 
The GVCA News & Views continues to be our most valued communication asset, providing in-
depth articles of local interest. The print version of this quarterly newsletter has been going out 
to 3,500 households in Guildwood since 1958 and is also now accessed by many more in the 
online version.  We are deeply grateful to our editorial team for their hard work over the last 
year, producing a community newsletter of the highest quality: 

• Editor:  Sheila McGovern 
• Designer:  Jane Whitney 
• Advertising: Julia Lakats 

 
The GVCA monthly e-newsletter sends timely community information into the inboxes of more 
than 850 subscribers. We thank editor Michelle Waitzman for her years of dedication to this 
important role, and we also welcome Jyoti Janardan as interim editor while Michelle is away for 
the next few months.  To sign up for our newsletter, please visit our home page (scroll all the 
way down!) or contact the editor at enews@guildwood.ca 
 
The GVCA’s reach has increased significantly via our active social media accounts, and we want 
to thank Brad Warren for his hard work over the past few years in leading our communications 
team and creating and expanding our social media presence. Our followers as of March 19, 
2023 are:   
 

• Facebook:  1,429 followers 
• Twitter:       752 followers 
• Instagram:      624 followers 

 
Our beautiful website was created by Ashley Tilley, our webmaster. Blogs are published at 
random by Allison Murray. Please take note that we have added a new page this month for 
Guildwood Day where you will be able to find all the most up to date information about this 
great annual event!  
 
We love to hear from you, so if you have any questions or comments, please contact us at 
communications@guildwood.ca 

https://www.guildwood.ca/news-views
https://www.guildwood.ca/
mailto:enews@guildwood.ca
https://www.facebook.com/GVCA123
https://t.co/XdHKFgCJSt
https://www.instagram.com/guildwoodvillage/
http://www.guildwood.ca/
https://www.guildwood.ca/guildwood-day
mailto:communications@guildwood.ca
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2. Events Committee – Ashley Rycroft 

 
First, I would like to acknowledge and thank all of the volunteers in the community who help 
ensure that our events occur come rain or shine. This community thrives from the residents 
who live here and the events in Guildwood owe their success to those who love their 
community and fill their bucket either by giving, time or resources in all forms.  
 
With the departure of Dave Arnold from Guildwood, there is an enormous gap on our executive 
and certainly on the events team. As Dave was preparing to depart, he brought me along for 
the ride and this year has fully transferred this role over to me. I have large shoes to fill, and I 
am acutely aware of that. Please know that my intentions are good, and I will do my best to 
succeed in this role for Guildwood and as a humble replacement for Dave.  
 
Should you have an idea for a community event, please don’t hesitate to reach out. I am happy 
to help get you the resources you need and guide on you on how to execute another great 
event for our community.  
 
Guildwood Day 2022 
 
The 2022 edition of Guildwood Day was again a huge success and Mother Nature cooperated 
by providing the perfect backdrop for this past year’s event as our first edition since the 
beginning of the pandemic.  
 
It takes a village and our village delivered!  
 
This event faced a few concerns over permits and the ongoing looming pandemic but 
ultimately the day was perfect and the organizing committee could not have asked for a better 
return to Guildwood Day.  
 
Thank you to all who helped make Guildwood Day 2022 possible including but not limited to:  

• Volunteers 
• Merchants 
• First Responders 
• Sponsors 
• Set up and tear down crews 
• Those helping with ALL logistics (and there are MANY!) 
• Our esteemed residents 

 
Guildwood Day 2023 
The 2023 Organizing committee is hard at work for this year’s event on Saturday June 3, 2023.  



 

14  

The theme of this year’s event is “Let’s Have Fun” in the anticipation of getting as many 
residents and families out to just have fun!   
 
We’ve run into one major logistical issue that we are currently trying to solve for with a few 
solutions. The permits behind Laurier have not been granted due to the scheduled 
maintenance that is happening at the school this summer. Options we have identified are:  

• To use Laurier but provide washrooms as we won’t be allowed to use the school 
facilities.  

• To move the morning of Guildwood Day to Jack Miner. 
• Look for other local venues. 

 
Volunteers for 2023 - We have put a call to action in the News & Views and will be posting on 
social also. Although the high school volunteers are an integral part of Guildwood Day, we are 
also in dire need of adult volunteers. Let me be clear - we cannot run Guildwood Day to its full 
potential without additional adult volunteers on the day of the event. If you can help, please 
reach out to James Gilchrist at  jmalcolmgilchrist@gmail.com and Bruce Villeneuve at 
scouterbruce@gmail.com. We have jobs and need you. We will find a role to suit your available 
time.   
 
Sponsors for 2023 - Further to this, we are also searching for sponsors in the area to help us 
with a number of fixed costs for the event. Sponsor opportunities range from:  

• Location and sponsors at large 
• Kids Event Sponsors (face painting, balloons, bouncy castle) 
• Etc… 

 
Should you be interested, please reach out to Dee Peroff dee@deeandjason.com and Brad 
Warren at bwarren1972@gmail.com 
 

3. Membership Committee – Jeff Garrah 
Planning for the 2023 Membership Drive is well underway and the GVCA is looking forward to 
another successful year.  The strength of our organization is directly linked to our membership 
numbers as the volume/number of constituents carries a strong voice when we meet with 
Councillors, government agencies and other committees and panels we interact with on 
issues.  With 1,371 members last year, we are beginning to return to our normal community 
participation rate (up from 266 and 599 during the 2020/2021 campaigns respectively but 
averaging 1,519 for the 10-year period prior to COVID) and are among the largest community 
associations in the city. This year we have our sights set on 1,500 memberships, and hopefully 
you can help us make that a reality. 
 
Our 2023 Membership Card will feature the GVCA crest and a bold “2023” printed in BLUE and 
the cost for 2023 will remain unchanged at $20.   

mailto:jmalcolmgilchrist@gmail.com
mailto:scouterbruce@gmail.com
mailto:dee@deeandjason.com
mailto:bwarren1972@gmail.com
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This year our annual membership drive will run from April 14 to May 12 when our volunteer 
canvassers will be knocking at your door to sell you a membership.  Memberships can also be 
purchased at Moore’s Your Independent Grocer and Guildwood Physiotherapy. If purchasing a 
card at our vendor partners, please have the exact amount of cash or a cheque. Memberships are 
also available online at https://www.guildwood.ca/become-a-member 
 
There are many benefits to having a strong community association in Guildwood, and to being a 
member.  You are supporting your community association, and as a result the GVCA is able to 
organize and fund special activities for the community such as Guildwood Day and the evening 
BBQ which is free for GVCA members, the Guildwood Day prize draw and many other well 
attended activities focused on our beloved Guildwood.  Some area restaurants and businesses 
also offer GVCA members discounts. Aside from our support of community initiatives and active 
voices on issues, concerns, or benefits that affect our community, we also plan special activities 
with our business partners and other local volunteer organizations.  The stronger the association 
the stronger the voice, and the more clout we have when dealing with all levels of government 
when addressing these community concerns.   
 
Finally, the icing on the cake, is the additional benefit of a free BBQ dinner on the day that 
celebrates all things Guildwood on Guildwood Day in June! 
 
The GVCA is always looking for new volunteers to help out with the membership drive, as we’ve 
had some of our longest standing and amazing coordinators and canvassers retire, or express 
interest in stepping back. We thank them for the many, many years of support, time, energy and 
collaboration.  If you are interested in helping support the GVCA and your community, the 
membership drive is an essential part, and becoming an area coordinator or canvasser is a great 
way to get involved. If you can spare 3 – 5 hours in the spring to canvass a street and sell 
memberships and spread the word about what we do and how to get involved in GVCA 
proceedings please contact us at membership@guildwood.ca. Our 
volunteer canvassers tell us that it is a great way to meet and connect with your neighbours, as 
well as get a little exercise and support this great community. 
  
We are looking forward to seeing you during the 2023 membership drive. 

  
 

  

https://www.guildwood.ca/become-a-member
mailto:membership@guildwood.ca
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4. Guild Park and Gardens Report – John P. Mason 
 

Guild Park & Gardens opened an exciting new chapter last year in its ongoing regeneration 
story. Of all the park activities that took place, three events stand out. Each came about thanks 
to the long-term collaboration among community and park organizations, including the GVCA. 
Each of these highlights are also the result of strong support from Guildwood Village residents. 
 
1. The Clark Centre debuts.  Last April Guild 
Park's new Clark Centre for the Arts opened. This 
facility marks the return of professional and public 
art activities at Guild Park after a 25-year absence. 
 
The three-floor centre offers exhibition space, art 
classrooms for the public and studios for artists. 
Volunteer groups played a major role in providing 
public input that determined what this innovative 
facility looks like, how it operates and what it’s 
called. 
 
The building is named for the late Rosa and Spencer Clark, founders of: 

▪ the historic Guild of All Arts (1932 - 1995) 
▪ the popular Guild Inn hotel and restaurant (1930s to 2001) and 
▪ Guildwood Village itself (from 1958). 

 
This new City of Toronto asset is a lasting tribute to this philanthropic couple. It’s also where 
the Guildwood Village community, plus Toronto artists and residents, will be inspired by arts, 
crafts and nature all year long. If you haven’t yet visited, I urge you to enjoy the centre’s ever-
changing art displays and register for the City’s many hands-on arts and crafts classes. 
 
2. Planting the Pollinator Garden.  Another significant 
milestone was having energetic local residents create Guild 
Park’s newest horticultural feature – the native Pollinator 
Garden at the park’s Sculptor’s Cabin. 
 
This garden initiative is a partnership between Friends of 
Guild Park and the Guildwood Butterflyway project. It was 
funded by the City’s Live Green Toronto and PollinateTO 
Community Garden programs. The garden also was 
supported by the GVCA, the City’s Parks Department and 
local City Councillor Paul Ainslie. 
This garden is another example of how collaborative action 
benefits the park. Volunteer gardeners came out on many 
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weekends - often bringing their own equipment - to convert barren turf into a home for 
hundreds of native wildflowers and shrubs. 
 
The approaching growing season will see this new vegetation bloom, attract butterflies, birds 
and insects, plus enhance the ecosystem of Guild Park and our entire city. To celebrate, we’ll be 
hosting a garden party - a special pollinator garden party at the Sculptor’s Cabin - in the next 
few months. All Guildwood Villagers are invited to come to the park. Stay tuned for details. 
 
3. Welcoming Everyone to the Restored Guild Inn. This issue finally gained the attention of 
City of Toronto decision-makers after tapping into massive public support for Guild Park 
support that came from people across Guildwood Village and literally around the globe. 
 
The goal is for the City to make good on its promises that the public and all Guild Park visitors 
can enjoy access to the restored and expanded Guild Inn premises. In 2015, City officials told 
Guildwood Village residents that this historic, Arts & Crafts-style building would reopen with a 
restaurant, plus access to affordable community meeting space and the on-site public art. 
 
The City intended this structure, now called the Guild Inn Estate, as a 21st century version of 
the popular event and dining destination owned and operated for almost 50 years by Rosa and 
Spencer Clark. 
The City’s intention is clear from the original documents that show public use of the premises 
was written into the City’s 40-year leasing agreements with Guild Inn Estate. City records detail 
how the private operator of the leased premises agreed to all these public access provisions in 
exchange for receiving from the City annual tax exemptions worth (as of 2015) about $225,000 
a year. City Council approved this balance of commercial and community use by designating 
most of the restored building as a tax-favoured “municipal capital facility.” 
 
The City’s intentions have yet to become reality. Before the covid pandemic, City officials 
allowed the private operator to close the on-site restaurant, then use it as rentable event 
space. 
 
The City also turned a blind 
eye when many “private 
property” signs appeared 
outside Guild Inn Estate to 
keep regular park visitors, 
local residents and the 
general public off the 
premises. 
 
This meant that the once-public restaurant and facilities, plus the fascinating collection of 
the City’s public art displayed inside were available only for private customers and guests 
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using Guild Inn Estate. While the public remained shut out, the City’s annual tax exemptions 
continued to benefit the private operator. 
Months of discussion between volunteers, City officials and Guild Inn Estate executives 
produced no change. Many community members decided to find other approaches that would 
rebalance such a one-sided situation. 
Friends of Guild Park first took 
the issue to the pages of the 
GVCA’s News & Views. The group 
followed by starting an online 
petition that won over more than 
2,800 supporters. Next came a 
media campaign that made the 
front page of the Toronto Star 
and reached its 190,000 weekday 
readers. 
 
These efforts in late 2022 
successfully reminded City staff 
about the unfulfilled promises at 
Guild Inn Estate and the unmet 
lease requirements that specified 
appropriate public access at the 
premises, an on-site restaurant 
and providing affordable 
community meeting space inside. 
 
In January, park volunteers sat down with City officials for the first time to review the 
deficiencies in the leased operations of the privately-run Guild Inn Estate. This informal 
meeting helped City officials better understand the community use commitments 
contained in the original Guild Inn Estate lease agreements. 
 
City officials tell us they’re now committed to restore a better balance between public and 
private benefits at the Guild Inn Estate. 
 
This commitment from the City comes after years of determined advocacy by community 
volunteers. It’s fair to say the latest progress happened after demonstrating the strong support 
from thousands of people in Guildwood Village and Toronto, plus those across Canada and in 
more than a dozen other countries. The kind words and encouragement coming from GVCA 
members has been especially appreciated. 
 
We expect to learn about the City’s progress in resolving these issues in early April. We’ll also 
continue our collaborative advocacy with City officials who work at the dozens of City 
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departments now responsible for operating Guild Park. 
 
With Appreciation 
On behalf of Friends of Guild Park, I’d like to thank the following GVCA Executive Committee 
members for their notable contributions to Guild Park this past year: 

● Allison Murray, for planning much of the new Pollinator Garden and mustering so many 
Guildwood Butterflyway members and volunteer gardeners to make it happen. 

● Ulrik Westergaard, for his determination in successfully uncovering public records about Guild 
Park. Finding this information required much time, energy and persistence. 

● Jeff Garrah, for sharing his expertise in the food service industry and applying his real-world 
restaurant insights to our ongoing discussions about Guild Park operations. 

● Rob D’Addario, for ensuring the GVCA, and especially its skilled communications team, 
supported so many Guild Park activities and advocacy efforts. 

A Destination Everyone Can Enjoy 
Guild Park will continue to welcome the world in 2023 
with lots of volunteer-led events. Details will be 
announced soon and include a new season of 
entertainment at the Greek Theatre by the award-
winning performers from Guild Festival Theatre. 
 
You can be sure that Friends of Guild Park will again host 
our popular tours on-site for Jane's Walk, Door’s 
Open, Heritage Toronto and for local residents on 
Guildwood Day, Sat. June 3, and during the summer. 
 
I remind GVCA members and Guildwood residents to visit 
Guild Park frequently. Bring your family and friends any 
day, any time. You’ll be amazed by all the natural and 
cultural wonders right in the heart of Guildwood Village. 
The more people who use and appreciate this gem, the 
better our park will become. 

 
Submitted March 2023 by John P. Mason, President, Friends of Guild Park, Member-At-Large, 
Executive Committee, GVCA 
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Appendix A:   2023/2024 Officer & Director Election Nominees 
 

Directors & Officers Continuing in their Roles: 

Officers: 

Kelly Cole has served as Treasurer for the past 5 years. She is a volunteer with the Community 
Volunteer Income Tax Program (CVITP) for the Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities and 
WoodGreen Community Services and is also a year-round volunteer with the Toronto Zoo. Kelly 
works as a part-time bookkeeper. 

Robert D’Addario, President of the GVCA, grew up in Guildwood and, together with his wife, has 
chosen to raise their 4 children in Guildwood close to family, friends and nature. Robert is a former 
school principal and newly appointed Executive Superintendent of Education at the Toronto Catholic 
District School Board, bringing the perspective of growing young families to the Board. Robert 
regularly volunteers his time in the community supporting events in Guild Park and our community 
cleanups. 

Directors-at-Large: 

Jeff Garrah has lived in Guildwood with his wife and their 3 children for over 8 years and has 
family connections to the community back to the 1950s. Jeff and his family have established a great 
network of friends here and love the inclusive nature of our community. Active in the community, 
Jeff looks forward to continuing to make Guildwood the best place to live in the GTA. Jeff is a 
business consulting professional with a specialization in the healthcare and life sciences fields.  Jeff 
currently serves on the board as a Director-at-Large, head of the membership committee and has 
been actively involved in the Guild Park sub-committee.   

James Gilchrist has lived in Guildwood Village for over 10 years and has been an active GVCA Board 
member since 2012 including a past role as Vice President. He has previously led and co-led our 
Guildwood Day events. James is a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) and a Supplier Relationship 
Management Practitioner (SRMP) who is currently working in the airline industry. 

Julia Lakats has been a proud Guildwood resident for over 10 years and a Board member for the 
past several years. Julia has served as the News and Views advertising coordinator for the past 5 
years. As a local realtor, Julia has organized the Halloween Haunt for the past 4 years and sponsored 
the Elizabeth Simcoe rink this past winter. 

Ashley Rycroft has lived in Guildwood for over 10 years. She has a long history of sport volunteerism 
ranging from rugby coach at the high school and post-secondary level to Board Member of one of 
Canada’s oldest rugby clubs. Ashley looks forward to actively participating in our community “so 
that it can continue being great!”. Ashley works in sales and marketing for a data analytics and 
marketing services company.  
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Angela Vanderburg serves on the GVCA as the Community Affairs lead. She is committed to making 
Guildwood a great place to live and has served on the Parent Councils for Poplar Rd Jr. P.S., Jack 
Miner Sr. P.S. and Sir Wilfrid Laurier C.I. as well as the Strawberry Festival organizing committee. 
Angela works in the IT sector. 

Jim Whitney served as the GVCA President for four years and was Treasurer for 7 years prior to 
that. Jim is an accountant working for a mid-sized life insurance company.  

Directors and Officers to be re-elected: 

Secretary for a 1-year Extension:  

Allison Murray has served as the GVCA Secretary since June 2020. She has been a Guildwood 
resident since 1982 and has led community-focused projects including the Guildwood Refugee 
Action Committee and Guildwood Butterflyway Project. Allison is a semi-retired insurance auditor. 

Directors-at-Large to be re-elected for a full 3-year term ending in 2026: 

John Mason has lived in Guildwood Village since 2001. He joined the GVCA board in 2012 and 
served on its first Guild Park subcommittee. In 2013, John helped launch Friends of Guild Park and 
continues as President of this award-winning, not-for-profit group. As a GVCA Director-at-Large, 
John led the community team that created the Guildwood Village flag. He also oversaw the 
installation of the City of Toronto’s “Welcome to Guildwood Village” neighbourhood signs. John has 
helped organize many GVCA events and was Grand Marshall for the 2022 Guildwood Day Parade. 

Timo Puhakka is a former GVCA President, a long-time GVCA Board member and Guildwood 
booster. Since 2005, Timo has owned and managed Guildwood Physiotherapy. In addition to his 
work with the GVCA, Timo has a YouTube channel focused on restoring diecast cars called “Timo's 
Dinky Detailing”.  Timo was also the IMAX camera technician responsible for the IMAX space camera 
at Kennedy Space Center and later a CAD Engineering Design Technologist for Godfrey Aerospace, 
now part of Spar Aerospace, working on Canadian Airforce aviation generators.  

Bruce Villeneuve is a long-time Guildwood resident and member of the GVCA Board. (Scouter) Bruce 
is a local Scouts leader and is key in making Guildwood Day a success each year. Bruce works in the 
Fire Safety industry. 

 

Nominee for Vice-President to be elected: 

Jeff Garrah has lived in Guildwood with his wife and their 3 children for over 8 years and has family 
connections to the community back to the 1950s. Jeff and his family have established a great 
network of friends here and love the inclusive nature of our community. Active in the community, 
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Jeff looks forward to continuing to make Guildwood the best place to live in the GTA. Jeff is a 
business consulting professional with a specialization in the healthcare and life sciences fields.  Jeff 
currently serves on the board as a Director-at-Large, head of the membership committee and has 
been actively involved in the Guild Park sub-committee.   

New Nominees as Directors-at-Large to be elected: 
 
Ryan Atkison has been a Guildwood resident since 2017 and is a proud husband and father of two 
young boys. For the past 15 years, Ryan has helped Olympic and Paralympic athletes to achieve 
their goals, as a coach, scientist, and leader. He has been contributing to his profession for 10 years 
through peer reviewing, mentoring, and communities of practice, and has helped to develop and 
advance under-represented groups within the sports industry. He also has extensive experience as a 
volunteer swimming coach.  

Mikale Joly has lived in Guildwood with her husband and three young adult children since 2019. She 
has been a member of the GVCA since arriving and would like to give back some of her time to 
continue making this community a welcoming and pleasurable place to live, raise a family, or retire.  
She is the Executive Director of Corporate relations with the French Catholic school Board, Conseil 
scolaire catholique Mon Avenir.   

Melissa Kitazaki lives in Guildwood with her husband Darryl and their 9-year-old Quaker Parrot 
named Trixie. Melissa is active in the community, sponsoring and volunteering in many of the GVCA 
planned initiatives such as Guildwood Day, the Strawberry Festival, and yearly membership 
canvassing. Melissa is interested in furthering her positive contributions as a member on the Board 
of Directors with the GVCA to see Guildwood continue to flourish for years to come. Melissa has 
held both Vice President and Secretary Treasurer roles on prior Boards.  
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