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President’s 
Message

The past year or so has seen a 
significant turnover of homes in our 
community so in this edition of the 
News and Views, I would like to 
welcome all of the new residents 
to our hidden gem community and 
introduce you to the Guildwood 
Village Community Association.  

While it is always sad to see 
long-time friends and neighbours 
leaving Guildwood, it is also a great 
pleasure to welcome new people to 
the community.  The GVCA is also 
pleased to welcome each of the 
residents at Chartwell Guildwood.  I 
have heard from countless residents 
over the years just how incredibly 
fortunate they feel to call Guildwood 
home – I hope you come to love it 
just as much.

The Guildwood Village Community 
Association, established in 1958, 
is one of the oldest in the city and 
our pre-pandemic membership was 
also among the largest in the City 
with nearly 1600 households as 
annual members.  We must be doing 
something right! 

Our primary goal as an organization 
is to encourage residents to 
be actively engaged in their 
community.   While the pandemic 
has made it challenging to bring 
everyone together over the past 
couple of years, I am pleased to 
confirm that plans are well under 
way for Guildwood Day 2022 – our 
annual celebration of Guildwood.  
Like years past, we are planning our 
community-wide events including: 
the parade, our kid’s games zone, 
a vendor market, and of course 
the evening members’ BBQ and 
concert.  More on that as we get 
closer to the June 4th event – the 
first Saturday in June! 

The GVCA has always worked 
with our elected officials and other 
community groups to preserve and 
enhance the natural beauty, artistic 
heritage, and the overall look and 
feel of Guildwood Village.  To that 
end, we have recently spoken out 
against specific developments 
that would significantly exceed 
the zoning limits, overshadow, 
and encroach on the surrounding 
neighbours.  Our wards’ Councillors 
McKelvie and Ainslie shared many 
of our concerns and supported 
our position at the Committee of 
Adjustment.  

The GVCA membership supports 
the activities above but offers 
other benefits too. Please see Jeff 
Garrah’s article on page 10 for 
information about the upcoming 
GVCA membership drive for 2022 
for added details. 

Like the community itself, the 
GVCA’s volunteer Board is ever 
evolving.  Over the past four years, 
it has been my privilege to lead 
the GVCA, and I look forward to 
continuing my active involvement 
as “Past President” following the 
election of a new President at our 
2022 Annual General Meeting.  I 
want to thank the Board members, 
both past and present, whole 
heartedly for their input, support 
and hard work. I would also like to 
thank the GVCA’s great volunteers, 
about 150 residents, who each do 
their part to make Guildwood a little 
bit special: the time they invest in 
our community pays benefits for us 
all.

Jim Whitney

President,  
Guildwood Village Community 
Association 

president@guildwood.on.ca

NEW!



Winter 2022 - 5

Post Surgical Recovery
After discharge from hospital, many patients should be referred to a rehabilitation 
hospital or clinic to regain strength and return to independent functioning. It is very 
important that Physiotherapy begin as soon as possible after surgery to ensure a 
prompt recovery.

In our clinic we see patients after various types of orthopaedic surgeries, such as 
Rotator Cuff tears, Anterior Cruciate Ligament repairs, total and partial knee and hip 
replacements, back, foot, and hand surgeries, etc. Appointments are usually 
available in a day or two.

Our Physiotherapists follow standard treatment protocols or work closely with the 
surgeon's specific protocol for recovery. Passive exercises and gentle mobilization 
techniques are used first, and exercises are later introduced to gradually strengthen 
and return full function.

The exercise program is gradually increased based on the healing time of that 
particular surgery. We find that using modalities such as laser, ultrasound and 
Electro-Accuscope help to heal and repair the wound faster with less pain. Our 
treatments typically last from 45 minutes to 1-1/2 hours, depending on the 
condition being treated.

As gathering restrictions are 
easing every month, Poplar Road 
Junior Public School is starting to 
optimistically plan for the revival 
of the Annual Strawberry Festival 
which will be held on Friday June 
10th, 2022 from 6:00-9:00 p.m.  

A long standing Guildwood 
community tradition, the Strawberry 
Festival has been held at Poplar 
since 1962. It started as a 
strawberry tea social and has grown 
into a fun fair for the whole family. 
The Strawberry Festival raises 
money to pay for extra programs 
and equipment for the children at 
Poplar Road Junior Public School. 

It’s a great community event 
attended by over 1,500 people from 
the Guildwood area. It’s lots of fun 
for kids, grown ups, families and 
friends.  A Silent Auction, Basket 
Raffle, Grand Raffle, games, food 
and fun are what the Strawberry 
Festival are all about.  And we can’t 
forget those amazing Strawberry 
Tarts, baked every year for us by 
the students in the local Maplewood 
High School’s culinary program.

The pandemic forced us to cancel 
the Strawberry Festival for the first 
time in 58 years! We are waiting on 
the final word from the TDSB about 
what the scale of the event can be, 
and if there are any restrictions. 
Concurrently, we will be planning a 
Virtual Plan B event, if an in-person 
event is not allowed at all (fingers 
crossed!).

What do the Strawberry Festival 
Funds Cover?

At Poplar Road, it was decided 
years ago that rather than many 
small fundraising campaigns we 
would host one large community 
event each year.  Past funds were 
used to cover the cost of new tech, 
and accessories, Scientist in the 

School, bus trips, math workbooks, 
sports equipment and jerseys and 
many other items.

Unfortunately, given the pandemic 
of the last two years, we were 
unable to do any meaningful 
fundraising for our school. We have 
had no funds to invest in these 
enrichments for our children’s 
education.

How Can You Be Part of the 
Strawberry Festival?

The Strawberry Festival is organized 
by a group of parent volunteers. 
On the night of the festival, it takes 
about 100 volunteers to run all of 
the events and attractions. The 
success of the Strawberry Festival 

also relies heavily on the generous 
donations and partnerships of local 
businesses. If you would like to be a 
sponsor, donor, or volunteer, please 
get in touch with us at poplar.road.
school@gmail.com.

We’d also love to see you there on 
June 10th!  Get ready for an evening 
full of fun for the whole family!  For 
more information and updates on 
this year’s Strawberry Festival head 
to www.poplarsf.com. We can’t wait 
to see you there – we have missed 
you!

Bringing Back a Guildwood Tradition: Poplar’s 
Strawberry Festival
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An Easter Bunny Tale
Thinking of buying a bunny rabbit for Easter?

When I turned about six months 
old I started to misbehave, I really 
couldn’t help it.  I began to bite, 
chew on wires, go to the bathroom 
where I shouldn’t, and I started 
getting these ‘feelings’ that wouldn’t 
go away and made me crazy…. My 
new family decided they didn’t want 
me anymore. They said I was too 
big, a larger cage was too expensive, 
I needed too much attention, and 
they didn’t like how I was acting.  
I really couldn’t understand why, 
I was just being me!  It turns out 
that I wasn’t a cute little bunny 
anymore to them; I had grown into 
a teenager that needed special care 
and attention that they were not 
prepared for.  They decided to get 
rid of me and I was devastated.  

They thought I’d be happier if I was 
let out into the world. “Let out into 
the world”... I wasn’t a wild rabbit!  
I was dumped in a local park where 
I was attacked by an animal much 
bigger than me.  I almost died 
but, someone found me and I was 
sent to a place with lots and lots of 
other animals.  I was scared and I 
became very depressed...   One day 
a nice lady came along named Julia, 
she would eventually become my 
forever mom.  She understood that 
I needed to be neutered so I didn’t 
have those “feelings” twenty four 
hours a day seven days a week.  As 
a human can you imagine feeling 
“that way” all day long every single 
day?!?!  Ugh!  So frustrating!  In 
fact, it’s one of the reasons why 
a lot of us rabbits don’t live very 
long.  She also worked with me 
on how to not chew on dangerous 
things by taking the time to train 
me.  I quickly turned into a perfect 
gentleman!

Pretty soon thereafter my mom 
got me a friend named Pogo. We 
rabbits are social and love having 

friends.  We loved and lived 
together in harmony for many years 
even with a cat in the house.

I don’t blame my old family.  I just 
don’t think they knew exactly what 
they were getting into when they 
got me.  This year if you’re thinking 
of getting a new bunny and have 
questions email my mom julija.
lakats@gmail.com, she can give 
you some amazing advice.  Or if 
you are thinking about dumping 
your bunny rabbit outside please 
call 647-238-4895 anytime for a ‘no 
questions asked’ address drop off 
location; my mom will take care of 
everything else.  Please remember 
that domesticated rabbits cannot 
survive in the wild...  Thankfully I 
was rescued in the nick of time.”  

We are currently fostering a 
beautiful white and marbled brown 
female Netherland/Dutch dwarf 
rabbit named Coco Chanel aka 
Coco Melon.  Her loving family 
had to give her up for personal 
reasons.  She potentially may be 
available for adoption the beginning 
of May after she is spayed, micro 
chipped, socialized and trained.  
She currently lives with a one 
and a half year old child and two 
rambunctious cats. A small adoption 
fee, application and interview will 
be required plus she will come with 
everything you need.  She deserves 
a LOVING AND FOREVER home, 
please contact me at 647-238-4895.

My name is Julia Lakats and what 
many people don’t know is that 
before I became a Realtor I was a 
Veterinary Technician for over ten 
years.  I specialized in rabbits, ran a 
rescue for a number of years and I’d 
like to share this story with you.

“What’s up Doc?  My name is Usagi, 
that means rabbit in Japanese. I 
was born the beginning of March 
which made me the perfect age to 
be sold as an Easter pet to a family.  
It wasn’t a coincidence; I was born 
to be sold as an Easter bunny for 
profit.  When I was six weeks old 
my new family took me home and I 
fell in love with them, they in turn 
fell in love with me.  Everything 
seemed great and I thought I was 
going to live with them forever.  I 
got loves, oodles of pets and many 
treats all day, it was wonderful.  
Sadly, that only lasted for a little 
while…. 

Julia Lakats

Visit our website for more information on our services and a free quote: 
www.toproofers.ca

I am Bruno Tremblay, owner & operator of Toronto’s Top Roofers, I 
have been serving Toronto for over 25 years, providing your neighbours 
with personal service and professionalism while caring for the roof 
over their head.

www.toproofers.ca 416-333-8527 info@toproofers.ca

Follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram & Twitter: 
@TopRoofers416

Proud Guildwood Resident.
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How Guildwood Gardeners Can Help Save Our 
Planet

are contributing to the survival of 
these gorgeous orange and black 
butterflies, whose numbers have 
been drastically declining over the 
course of the past two decades. 
They can only survive if they have 
plenty of milkweed on which to lay 
their eggs because that is the only 
plant that their caterpillars will eat!

Guildwood gardeners love to attract 
and feed our hummingbird visitors 
every spring and summer, and 
native plants such as cardinal flower 
and Echinacea are the perfect, 
natural way to do it!

After several years of growing and 
experiencing the benefits of native 
plants in their gardens, native 
pollinator plant enthusiasts have 
identified several “gateway” native 
plants that are showy, easy-to-grow, 
and slow to spread. These plants 
attract an abundance of beneficial 
and beautiful pollinators as well. 

These gateway native plants and 
the pollinators they attract are so 
interesting that they may inspire you 
to make the switch to native plant 
gardening–or at least be willing 
to add a few native plants to your 
existing garden.

Gateway native pollinator plants 
are:
•	Wildlife attractors (e.g. bees, 
hummingbirds, moths, and 
butterflies—including monarchs and 
swallowtails).
•	Easy-to-grow because they 
require minimal maintenance after 
their roots establish themselves in 
the first year after they are planted. 
This makes them ideal for replacing 
grass because grass requires 
mowing, watering, weeding, 
dethatching, and aerating etc. in 
order for it to look healthy.
•	Hardy enough to survive our cold 

winters.
•	Showy or similar in appearance to 
non-native plants that we are used 
to growing.
•	Fairly well-behaved in a garden 
setting, (they are not aggressive 
spreaders).

For those of you that are 
adventurous souls and accordingly 
like to ‘grow your own’… local native 
plant gardeners report that planting 
in late autumn and using covered 
containers that let in light leads to 
the greatest success as long as 
the containers are left in a quiet 
corner of your garden over the 
winter. Following this practice, many 
tender new plants will appear in 
early spring which can be utilized to 
expand your garden or to share with 
your neighbours.

This spring, make it easy on yourself 
by buying sturdy, young, nursery-
grown native pollinator plants 
from the Guildwood Butterflyway 
Rangers Spring Plant Sale. 
Details are on our website: https://
gwbutterflyway.wordpress.com/
blog/. 

All of the proceeds from the sale 
of these plants will go towards 
supporting community education 
and outreach regarding gardening 
and saving our planet.

In order to receive notice regarding 
our upcoming events well in advance, 
email  gwbutterflyway@gmail.com.
Instagram- @gwbutterflyway
Twitter - @gwbutterflyway
Facebook page - Guildwood 
Butterflyway and Pollinator Gardens 

One of the most valuable 
contributions to saving the 
planet that individual residents of 
Guildwood can make is waiting for 
them in their own backyard or on 
their balcony!

Planting native flowers, shrubs, and 
trees–to replace non-native species 
or to reduce the amount of grass on 
your property–creates a rich habitat 
that entices and supports both 
native and seasonal birds. It is also 
alluring to butterflies, moths, and 
bees. 

Why is this important?

These pollinating creatures are 
essential parts of the growth and 
fertility of the plants that humans 
eat. Without them, farm crops 
and backyard gardens would not 
produce fruit and vegetables–and 
we would not have the food that we 
need in order to survive and thrive!

In recent years, many of 
Guildwood’s gardeners have been 
inspired to embrace their power to 
attract and support the life-cycle 
of pollinators. They have done so 
by introducing numerous varieties 
of native pollinator plants that are 
now readily available. This has 
created colourful and fragrant 
flower gardens that have become 
“nectar stops” for butterflies, moths, 
hummingbirds and bees. It has also 
created fertile “nurseries” in which 
native pollinators have evolved to 
lay their eggs on species-specific 
native plants and trees. 

The Bluffs are an important 
gathering place for the Monarch 
butterfly migration from north, 
central, and southern Ontario. Each 
year, this migration takes place in 
the fall. When we plant any of the 
three native milkweed species, we 

Wendy Vineyard, Guildwood Butterflyway Project

Wild Columbine by Wendy Vineyard

1 
 

 

 

“Gateway” Native Pollinator Plants That Are 
Suitable for Gardens in Guildwood 

Native plants have become beloved residents in the pollinator 
gardens that have been flourishing throughout Guildwood and 
adjacent neighbourhoods. Most do well in full-sun to part-shade. 
Buy at least three plants of each variety in order to create a 
substantial presence in your garden. And do not forget to be patient! 
Here is a rhyme that will help to guide your expectations about 
when to expect the greatest number of flowers from most varieties:  

First year they sleep 
Second year they creep 

Third year they leap 

Blooms in Spring 
Prairie Smoke (Geum triflorum) Deep Pink 

Wild Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis) Red 
Blooms in Summer 

Anise Hyssop (Agastache foeniculum) Mauve 
Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) Yellow and Brown 

Butterfly Milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa) Orange and Yellow 
Coneflowers (Echinacea) Mauve and Brown 

Great Blue Lobelia (Lobelia siphilitica aka 
Blue Cardinal Flower) 

Light Blue 

Lanceleaf Coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceolata) Yellow 
Serviceberry shrub (Amelanchier spp.) White 
Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) Pink 

Turtlehead (Chelone glabra) White to Pinky White 
Virginia Mountain Mint (Pycnanthemum 

virginianum) 
Pale Pinky White 

Wild Bergamot (Monarda fistulosa) Pale Pink 
Blooms in Fall 

Giant Ironweed (Veronia gigantea) Purple 
New England Aster (Asteraceae) Mauve 
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Membership Drive 2022

Planning for the 2022 Membership 
Drive is well underway and the 
GVCA is looking forward to getting 
back to normal membership 
operations. The strength of our 
organization and our ability to foster 
and support amazing community 
initiatives are directly linked to our 
membership numbers. The last two 
years have been very hard on our 
reserves. As a point of reference 
our 2019 Membership drive (the 
last pre-COVID year) yielded over 
1580 memberships. 2020 was by 
far the toughest year with just over 
266 memberships sold. in 2021 we 
got a little creative and were able 
to double the tally yielding just over 
590 memberships. That said, the 
impact of the down years has taken 
its toll on our cash reserves and we 
are now flying without a safety net. 
This drives some tough decisions on 
events, sponsorships and initiatives. 
The good news is, it looks like 
restrictions are soon lifting and with 
any luck we can start getting back 
to “normal”.

Our Annual General Meeting is 
coming up on March 29, 2022. The 
membership cost remains at $20. 
Our annual membership drive will 
run from April 16th - May 11, 2022. 
Our volunteer canvassers will be 
knocking at your door to sell you 

a membership. Memberships can 
also be purchased at Guildwood 
Physiotherapy and Moore’s valu-
mart. If purchasing a card at our 
vendor partners, please have the 
exact amount in cash or a cheque 
payable to GVCA. Cards can also 
be purchased through the GVCA 
website www.guildwood.on.ca or by 
sending a cheque by mail. 

There are many benefits to 
becoming a member and supporting 
your community association:
•	Through membership revenues 
the GVCA can help organize and 
fund special activities for the 
community such as Guildwood Day 
and the evening concert, which is 
free for GVCA members
•	The GVCA supports community-
run events such as the Butterflyway 
project, the Guildwood Community 
Garage Sale, and the Annual Candy 
Cane Hunt
•	The Guildwood Day prize draw
•	We also plan special activities, 
discounts and promotions with our 
business partners
•	Group and event sponsorship and 
support

The stronger the association and 
active membership base, the more 
clout we have when dealing with 
all levels of government when 

addressing community concerns 
recent examples of which include:
•	Working to limit the approval 
of new homes applications that 
greatly exceed the current zoning 
standards
•	Providing community input/
feedback on 4121 Kingston road 
developments
•	Galloway Road Beautification 
project
•	Proper definition of Guildwood 
boundaries

The 2022 GVCA Canvassing 
Membership Drive starts April 16th. 
Updates on additional initiatives 
and events will be published in the 
spring News & Views. 

That said the GVCA is urgently 
seeking new volunteers to help with 
the co-ordination and canvassing 
of the membership drive. If you 
are interested in becoming a 
canvasser and can spare three to 
five hours in the spring to canvass 
a street and sell memberships, 
please contact Jeff Garrah at                    
membership@guildwood.on.ca. 
It is a great way to connect with 
neighbours, get a little exercise and 
support the GVCA! We are looking 
forward to seeing you during the 
2022 Membership Drive!

Jeff Garrah, Membership Committee Chair

MORNINGSIDE 
CROSSING

4525 Kingston Road

LOCALLY OWNED,
PROUDLY  CANADIAN

Shop In-Store, Online or Curbside Pick UpSHOP YOUR WAY Visit
PETVALU.COM
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Simcoe Community Rink

The Elizabeth Simcoe Park ice rink 
came back this winter and hopefully 
by the time you read this you’ve had 
time to enjoy it as many have over 
the years.   

The rink comes together with many 
volunteers in the community who 
build it and keep it maintained 
during the winter months for 
everyone to enjoy.  There are 
also wonderful Guildwood 
residents, local businesses and 
organizations who donate funds 
allowing necessary materials to be 
purchased.  

Last winter we were fortunate 
enough to have TD Bank 
(Morningside/Kingston Rd.) and The 
Rotary Club of Scarborough give 
generously for the tarp and much 
needed materials to keep the rink in 
tip top shape. This year Julia Lakats, 
Realtor for RE/MAX All-Stars Realty 
Inc. Brokerage has donated the rink 
tarp so we were off to a great start!

Follow us on Twitter at 
ElizabethSimcoeRink@ElizSimcoeRink 
for all your rink updates.

A big thanks to everyone for 
keeping the rink alive and 
supporting it for all to enjoy!

Sabrina Hayden - On behalf of 
the Elizabeth Simcoe Park Ice Rink 
Team

Thank You!!
There is honestly nothing 
comparable to strapping on a pair 
of skates before stepping out onto 
the glistening ice and taking the 
first glide of your lifetime. In our 
community, numerous experiences 
like this have been made possible 
by someone that has accordingly 
demonstrated his good will and 
generosity. 

Rodney Hayden has given up 
countless hours of his time in order 
to make a community rink happen. 
Guildwood Village has been 
fortunate enough to have had this 
rink built by Rodney and many other 
volunteers so that members of our 
community can use it. There have 
been people generous enough to 
donate items such as the tarp, the 
wood, and the carpets for the rink. 
The carpets have been protecting 
our skates in order to ensure that 
our experience is as good as it gets. 
This has turned out to be the best 
rink around! 

The community from Elizabeth 
Simcoe Junior Public School has 
been able to use the rink regularly. 
It is where many students have 
learned to skate, starting in Junior 
Kindergarten and continuing all the 
way up to Grade 6. The teachers 
of the school as well as many 

other members of the Guildwood 
community have collected and 
donated skating equipment over 
the years. We have been able to 
outfit 70 students from the school 
with skates and helmets. This has 
allowed them to skate on the rink 
that is conveniently located directly 
beside our school. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this has been 
of paramount importance because 
field trips and other activities have 
been put on hold in order to protect 
public health. 

Students have been able to skate 
on this amazing rink thanks to the 
fact that organizers have carefully 
cohorted students in groups. Seeing 
the children laughing, helping each 
other, and learning new skills has 
been incredible to regard! 

We would like to extend an 
enormous thank you to Rodney and 
his team of volunteers. They have 
made this experience possible for 
both the community at large and 
the members of Elizabeth Simcoe 
Junior Public School. We greatly 
appreciate all of you!!

The Guildwood Village Community /
Elizabeth Simcoe J.P.S.

Professional Property Maintenance for Commercial 
and Residential Properties offering

Lawn Maintenance
Property Clean-ups

Gardening
Sod Installations

Hedge & Bush Triming
Junk Removal
Snow Removal

Contact us for a free estimate!

416 702 5722
info@burtoncontracting.ca
www.burtoncontracting.ca

Creative garden  
solutions

416-505-4010
www.greenartlandscapedesign.ca  

LANDSCAPE DESIGN   

 ❦  Master plans for your outdoor  
living spaces

 ❦  Creative make-overs for tired,  
overgrown gardens

 ❦  Scaled drawings for the  
construction of pools, patios  
and walkways

 ❦  Project supervision for the  
do-it-yourselfers

 ❦ Seasonal container planting
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I always find that, after a long 
winter, waking up one morning and 
realizing that the birds are singing is 
rejuvenating. Don’t we immediately 
tell our friends/family/co-workers 
about it? “Wow, the birds were so 
loud this morning! Did you hear 
them?”

Take a minute, maybe a few, and 
just go outside and listen to the 
sounds of our feathered friends. 
What is it about them that makes 
us appreciate them so much? Why 
do we all notice them? It’s a type 
of music we don’t usually get any 
other time in our lives, or maybe its 
not just the sound but the visual as 
well? I love all the birds, of course, 
but there’s something special about 
the flashy red of the cardinal, or the 
bright yellow of a finch. If you’re 
willing to look, we have every colour 
of the rainbow represented in the 
birds that live right here in the 
Guildwood area. I love to go and 
wander the woods, but my biggest 
problem is the neck pain that 
follows from a day spent looking up 
into the trees! But, if the birds are 
calling me to look up, how can I say 
no?

This is the time to enjoy the arrival 
of the spring migrations through 
our community. Go to Guild Park 
& Gardens, Sylvan Park, or any 
place near the water and full of 
trees. Look up, in the bushes, or 
along the shore and you won’t be 
disappointed. Go for a walk through 
your neighbourhood and look at the 

telephone poles, or even just sit in 
your backyard, listen, look around, 
and wait. Something will fly by in 

short order.

At this time of year, at the Guild 
Inn, the other bird watchers and I 
are looking forward to the arrival 
of the warblers. They are small and 
among the most colourful birds 
you have ever seen. Watch for 
the reds, blues, oranges, yellows, 
blacks, whites, and amazing colour 
combinations. They can be a little 
hard to get a good look at, as they 
are unbelievably fast when they are 
hunting bugs and gnats, but they’ll 
stop on a nearby branch if you wait 
long enough. They need to fill up 
before they continue their northern 
journey to their nesting grounds. 
Gnat season is certainly gross, but 
if you can keep your mouth closed 
when you’re looking, you might just 
get a good look at these beautiful 
birds without sampling what they’re 
having for dinner. And if not, a little 
extra protein won’t hurt!

Now, if putting up with the extra 
bugs isn’t your thing, don’t worry! 
There are other birds to be excited 
for. By the first of May I should 
have ruby throated hummingbirds 
buzzing at my nectar feeder, 
Baltimore Orioles are chasing each 
other away from the fresh orange 
halves I hung up for them, and 

Rose-breasted grosbeaks should 
be eating the suet and nuts from 
my backyard feeders. The cardinals 
tend to stick around all winter, but in 
the early spring I’ll start to see the 
male cardinals taking seeds from my 
front feeders and bringing them to 
their females as gifts. The robins will 
also be coming back, as most of us 
recognize them to be a clear sign 
of spring, but if you pay attention, 
you may see the males getting quite 

ornery as they fight over the best 
territories.

I am also, always, on the lookout to 
see if my Eastern screech owl nest 
will become active again. Several 
years back I was lucky to have a 
pair settle into my backyard box 
and successfully fledge two owlets. 
I admit I barely left home for weeks 
as I sat in my shed (my husband 
was nice enough to put a chair in 
there for me, though he grumbled 
a little about having to move the 
lawn mower into the garage). I loved 
watching the adult screech owls 
leave the nest to hunt and return to 
feed their growing young. Having 
nesting owls in my backyard is still 
one of the highlights of all my bird 
watching experiences.

All photos © Ann Brokelman

Reminder! News & Views can be seen 
in full colour at
guildwood.on.ca/news-and-views/

Spring Birding in Guildwood
Ann Brokelman

Baltimore Oriole in my backyard

Bluebird at Guild Park & Gardens

Blackburnian Warbler at Guild Park & 

Gardens

Helping people 
love their homes
Nikou Design Inc. is a home 

design and renovation studio 

focused on helping people love 

their home. 

We specialize in creating clean, 

modern and timeless designs that 

you will love for years to come.

Our Services include:
-Interior Design

-Sourcing & procurement

-Vendor management

-End to end project 
 implementation

Contact us for a 
consultation:

416-471-8467 

nikou.design@yahoo.com

www.nikoudesign.com
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Guildwood’s heritage may be traced 
from the name of its streets. Several 
streets are named from the same 
theme which provides an indication 
of the origins of the development. 
During the nineteenth century in 
England, the Cadbury, Fry, and 
Rowntree families developed 
successful chocolate and cocoa 
manufacturing businesses with 
products such as Cadbury’s Dairy 
Milk, Fry’s Chocolate Cream, 
Rowntree’s KitKat, and Fry’s Cocoa. 
However, these successful Quaker 
families did not just feather their 
own nests. They took responsibility 
for the care of their employees, 
motivated by a combination of 
charity, denominational solidarity, 
and enlightened self-interest. 
Accordingly, they provided good 
working conditions with benefits 
including housing. Cadbury’s built 
Bournville near Birmingham, Fry’s 
built Somerdale near Bristol, and 
Rowntree’s built New Earswick 
near York, all of which are known 
as model villages where the 
employees lived and worked at the 
adjacent factory.

These housing developments 
combined social welfare with 
the principles of the garden city 
movement of urban planning which 
created housing with gardens and 
open spaces. Similarly, the garden 
city movement influenced the 
development of Guildwood which 
is acknowledged in the name of 
streets such as Bournville Drive, 
Cadbury Court, Earswick Drive, 
and Somerdale Square. Bournville 
was named from the local river 
Bourn, Cadbury from the Cadbury 
family, New Earswick after nearby 
Earswick, but the name Somerdale 
originated from a competition.

In 1920, J.S. Fry & Sons decided 
their chocolate and cocoa 
manufacturing factory needed 
larger premises which necessitated 

the acquisition of a new site outside 
Bristol in south-west England. A site 
with 228 acres originally known 
as Keynsham Hams, which were 
meadows situated in a loop of the 
River Avon mid-way between Bristol 
and Bath, was acquired adjacent to 
the Great Western Railway mainline. 
On this site a new chocolate and 
cocoa manufacturing factory was 
built where production started in 
1924 while the development of the 
factory continued until completed 
in 1935. On completion the factory 
was considered the largest and 
most modern chocolate and cocoa 
manufacturing factory with over 
5,000 employees.

This modern development 
attracted a lot of attention and was 
widely reported in newspapers 
throughout Britain. This interest 
prompted J.S. Fry and Sons to 
organise a competition which 
requested “A suitable name, which 
should preferably be brief, easy to 
pronounce, striking and unique, and 
which might, for example, suggest 
the ideal surroundings of the new 
site.”

The competition attracted 173,000 
entries from which the selected 
name was Somerdale, composed 
from the site’s location in the county 
of Somerset and in the dale of the 
River Avon. Somerdale was a large 
business enterprise and a notable 
commercial success which attracted 

continuing public interest which 
was satisfied by tours which totalled 
100,000 people annually.

The attractive location of Somerdale 
is illustrated in an artist’s impression 
of the factory nestled in the 
valley of the River Avon with the 
Cotswold Hills in the background 
and the Great Western Railway 
mainline in the foreground with the 
railway embankment emblazoned 
with the name SOMERDALE. 
The factory had its own railway 
siding and locomotive which 
ran on 4 kilometres of railway 
track connected to the Great 
Western Railway at the station 
named Keynsham and Somerdale. 
This station was used by many 
employees who travelled by train 
to Somerdale from Bristol Temple 
Meads. Some employees moved 
from Bristol to live in the houses 
built on the factory grounds where 
photographs of the gardens 
prompted a reference to Somerdale 
Garden City.

Somerdale and The Chocolate Quarter
A Guildwood Resident

The extensive grounds of 
Somerdale Garden City continued 
to attract attention in 2013 when 
production ended at the factory. 
The property was purchased 
by a developer for a mixed-use 
development which includes new 
houses, a health, leisure, and sports 
centre, with communal gardens, 
pathways, and tree-lined streets 
while the site maintains the name 
Somerdale. At the centre of the 
mixed-use development is the iconic 
chocolate and cocoa manufacturing 
building which has been re-
developed as residential apartments 
now named The Chocolate Quarter.

The continuing success of the 
application of the principles of 
the garden city movement of 
urban planning was recently 
researched by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation. The researchers 
studied the factors that make a 
place a good place to live in and 
focused on the model village of 
Bournville, which was built on 1,000 
acres of land with 7,800 homes 
and 120 acres of open space. 
The study revealed a seamless 
mixture of quality houses, residents 
from a variety of backgrounds, 
services, and open spaces 
which all contribute to an ideal 
neighbourhood at Bournville. These 
factors encourage residents to 
actively contribute to the prosperity 
of the neighbourhood in a spirit 
of good neighbourliness which 
creates social cohesion. The study 
concluded that Bournville is “one of 
the nicest places to live in”. A similar 
study would conclude Guildwood 
has similar features and benefits 
which are cherished by residents.

References and Sources:

1. The black and white 
advertisement of a competition 
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newspapers.
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of Somerdale is from the wrapping 
paper of a box of Fry’s chocolates. 
The competition for a name was 
also to promote Fry’s Belgrave 
Chocolates. In the background 
are the Cotswold Hills and in the 
foreground is the Great Western 
Railway mainline from London 
Paddington station to Bristol Temple 
Meads station with the railway 
embankment emblazoned with the 
name SOMERDALE.

3. “Fry’s Chocolate Dream: The Rise 
and Fall of a Chocolate Empire” by 
John Bradley and published Yknot 
Publishing in 2013. John Bradley 
was employed by Cadbury for 21 
years.

4. “Cadbury Limited at Somerdale 
and the history of J.S. Fry & 
Sons” by an unknown author and 
published by Cadbury.

5. “Fry’s Works Magazine”

6. “Neighbourhoods that work. 
A study of the Bournville estate, 
Birmingham.” by Rick Groves, 
Alan Middleton, Alan Murie and 
Kevin Broughton, published by 
The Policy Press in 2003. At the 
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Studies in the Centre for Urban 
and Regional Studies, University of 
Birmingham, and Kevin Broughton 
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the Centre for Public Policy and 
Urban Change, Faculty of the Built 
Environment, University of Central 
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member of the Fry family, a friend 
who was employed by Cadbury, and 
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The Inside Story on Guild Park’s
New Clark Centre for the Arts
John Mason, President, Friends of Guild Park

When the modern wooden doors 
open at the Clark Centre for the 
Arts, it marks the return of public 
art programs and artists to Guild 
Park & Gardens for the first time in a 
generation.

Inside this three-level glass and 
stucco structure are studios, display 
areas and working spaces all 
specifically designed for art classes, 
exhibitions, plus professional and 
emerging artists who’ll create their 
own works of art on-site.

The story behind this new building 
goes back to 1932. That year, in the 
midst of the Great Depression, a 
pair of art lovers and newlyweds, 
Rosa and Spencer Clark, created 

the unique artists’ community, the 
Guild of All Arts, at their home atop 
the Scarborough Bluffs.

Where the Clarks were married 
and lived for decades is the site of 
today’s Guild Park & Gardens and 
the new arts centre, which is named 
for the philanthropic couple. 

The Clarks’ dream was to create a 
sanctuary where artists of all types 
were welcome to live and make 
their living. Painters, woodcarvers, 
sculptors, weavers and other 

artisans soon came to work amid 
the inspiring setting of gardens, 
woodland and water. 

The combination of art and nature 
also attracted day-trippers and 
tourists, keen to watch the artists at 
work and to buy their creations. The 
Clarks’ extended their hospitality 
to these visitors by converting their 
home into a hotel, with a restaurant, 
bar and gift shop. It became known 
as the Guild Inn. 

The lure of the Clarks’ unique site – 
simply called the Guild – continued 
for decades, though operations 
were interrupted by World War II. 

As the reputation of the Guild 
grew into the 1960s, so did the 
Clarks’ collection of artwork, 
including large-scale architectural 
artifacts that they saved from 
the many notable buildings then 
being demolished in Toronto and 
elsewhere.

By the early 1960s, Spencer Clark 
decided to build a storage structure 
a few steps west of the Guild Inn. 
It would be a place for his private 

The Clark Centre: A generation in the making at Guild Park.

Spencer and Rosa Clark on their wedding 

day at the Guild, August 1932.

The Clarks’ life dream, the Guild of All with the Guild Inn and Gift Shop.

office and to keep the family’s art 
and collectibles, thus freeing up 
more revenue-producing space 
inside the popular inn. 

The result was a two-storey, 6,400 
sq.-ft. building of concrete block 
and stucco. Its narrow windows 
designed to keep direct light away 
from the art inside. 

The modest structure’s façade  was 
dramatically augmented by three 
architectural pieces – a circular 
“Marguretta” stone, salvaged in 
1963 after the demolition of the 
1891 Toronto Armouries; and two 
massive bas-relief carvings from the 
1938  Globe and Mail headquarters, 
demolished in 1974. 

Inside the new Guild building, 
Spencer appointed his private office 
with dark oak paneling, styled as a 
library at an English estate house. 
The rich-toned walls became a 
backdrop for pieces from the Clarks’ 
art collection. 

In 1978, when the Clarks sold the 
Guild property and its operations to 
the Province of Ontario, the 15-year-
old office/ storehouse was part of 
that sale. In following years, the 
two-storey structure was operated 
by a series of government agencies 
and departments, as was the rest of 
the property. By 1987 both Clarks 
had died and Spencer’s former 
office became known as Building 
191, named for its street address, 
191 Guildwood Pkwy. Its use was 
limited, mainly as an archive 
building, storing a variety of papers, 
plans and memorabilia from the 
Clarks. 

An engineering audit in 1995 listed 
Building 191 as serviceable. The 
same report found a handful of 
nearby structures in much worse 
shape, including three artists’ 
cottages, an old barn and Corycliff, 
a homestead overlooking the Bluffs 
where the Clarks had once lived. All 
five buildings were eventually torn 
down by the Municipality of Metro 
Toronto, then in charge of that 
portion of the site. 

One of the cottages razed was 
the home/exhibition studio of the 
Guild’s last resident artist, Elizabeth 
Fraser Williamson. She had worked 
and lived on site since 1970 through 
an agreement with the Clarks. 

A notable work that once hung 
in Clark’s office was by Group of 
Seven painter, Lawren Harris (the 
Clarks later donated the oil painting 
to the McMichael Canadian Art 
Collection, where it now resides).

Such art inspired Spencer as he 
oversaw the Guild’s operations 
and worked on his many projects 
– finding ways to limit erosion of 
the nearby Bluffs, developing a 
new hotel wing and outdoor Greek 
Theatre on-site, even making 
bold plans (never realized) for a 
waterfront complex, complete with a 
funicular at the Bluffs. 

Icebergs, Davis Strait, 1930. Lawren S. 

Harris, 1885 – 1970. McMichael Canadian Art 

Collection, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. H. Spencer 

Clark 

Inside Clark’s paneled office.

One of the hand-

carved architectural 

pieces saved from 

the 1938 Globe & 

Mail building and 

mounted on the 

building façade.

The two-level building constructed in 1963 for office and storage space became known as 

Building 191.

The Guild’s last artist in residence, Elizabeth 

Fraser Williamson, at the on-site log cabin 

where she created for 25 years.
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Williamson’s eviction by 1996 put an 
end to the Clark’s Guild of All Arts 
era. To mark her legacy of sculpting, 
painting and teaching at the Guild, 
Williamsons’ family installed a 
commemorative plaque by the 
log cabin where she created. That 
private plaque remains on view. 

As the 20th century ended, local 
residents raised serious concerns 
about the loss of publicly-owned 
arts facilities and the declining 
condition of the entire Guild 
property. By this time, much of 
the site was managed by various 
departments within the newly-
amalgamated City of Toronto. 

City officials began planning  to 
use Building 191 as a nucleus for an 
expanded on-site arts operation, 
called the “Cultural Precinct.” Local 
volunteer organizations, the GVCA 
and Guild Renaissance Group (GRG), 
provided substantial community 

input to the numerous versions and 
updates of these plans.

In 2010, the Guild Cultural Precinct 
Update Report recommended 
extensive ground-level expansion 
to Building 191 by adding a visitor 
centre, craft shop, café, public 

washrooms and working studios 
for “hot glass” and “large sculpture 
fabrication.” 

These art-related facilities were 
meant to complement a separate 
proposal for converting the then-
closed Guild Inn into an education 
institute for culture, heritage and/or 
hospitality. 

The Cultural Precinct plan proved 
impossible to implement. 

First, the education proposal never 
advanced. This caused the City 
of Toronto to redirect its attention 
and find a suitable private partner 
to restore, modernize and reopen 
the original Guild Inn. The Cultural 
Precinct was no longer a priority for 
city officials. 

Second, plans to expand the 
ground floor of Building 191 failed to 
consider environmental restrictions 
on the adjacent parkland. Most of 
the new facilities were proposed 
on land previously designated as 
Environmentally Significant Areas 
(ESAs). Construction on an ESA is 
so limited that the Cultural Precinct 
plans couldn’t proceed. 

Building 191 was left underused and 
closed to the public.

Meanwhile, volunteer members of 
the GVCA, the GRG, Guild Festival 
Theatre and the newly-formed 
Friends of Guild Park developed an 
approach to avoid many of the ESA 
restrictions. These groups proposed 
expanding Building 191 upward 
instead of outward (see image). 

In their report to the City of 
Toronto, active volunteers from the 
community stated how “adding a 
third storey enlarges the building 
without encroaching on adjacent 
ESAs.” 

By 2015, the City had an agreement 
in place to convert the old and 
long-neglected inn into a privately-
operated events centre, called Guild 
Inn Estate. 

Work to save the Guild Inn began 
after the City and the private 
Dynamic Hospitality Group agreed 
to a 40-year partnership. 

Guild Inn Estate received exclusive 
operations on-site in exchange for 
restoring and expanding the original 
Guild Inn to City specifications. 

The City’s 2014 agreement stated 
this redevelopment would include 
a “first class restaurant with an 
adjoining patio that will cater 
both to the local community and 
destinational visitors.”

The estimated $20-million 
redevelopment project was 
completed and open for business by 
spring 2017. The public restaurant 
opened briefly but no longer 
operates. 

With Guild Inn’s reconstruction 
underway, the City’s Arts Services 
officials restarted the process 
of converting Building 191 into a 
functional arts facility. 

This community-driven three-
storey concept became central to a 
series of stakeholder consultations 
organized by the City and hosted by 
local City Councillor Paul Ainslie. 

Detail from the Cultural Precinct Update, 

released in 2010, included plans that were 

never built.

Idea for a new third level proposed by 

volunteers. 

Charles Hazell, 

THA architect, 

with 3rd floor 

model.

The new Clark Centre for the Arts 
brings the dream of the Guild of All 
Arts’ founders into the 21st Century. 
It also allows the building’s operator, 
City of Toronto’s Arts Services, 
to offer new public programs in 
Guildwood Village and introduce 
a new generation of artists and 
arts supporters to the inspiring site 
of Guild Park & Gardens, a place 
where art continues to meet nature.

City officials will announce 
information about the Clark Centre’s 
official opening, which will take 
place later this spring.

Converting the “upward” idea into 
a workable building design was the 
task of award-winning Taylor Hazell 
Architects (THA). That design team 
hired by the City applied a “whole-
park” perspective to Building 191. 
THA balanced the Guild’s history 
and future potential as an arts hub, 
with the limitations of the original 
structure, the site’s ESA constraints 
and the City’s $5 million budget.

THA found that a three-storey 
design was workable and would 
nearly double the building’s 
floor space to 10,400 sq. ft. The 
imaginative design includes public 
studio rooms, spaces for artist-in-
residency programs, corridors that 
double as art display areas, plus Guild Park’s Clark Centre is the result of 

decades of collaboration among active 

volunteers from Guildwood Village, the local 

arts community, City of Toronto officials, plus 

architectural and construction professionals.

The Clark Centre’s third floor provides 

inspiring views of Guild Park.

THA’s concept plan for expansion.

spectacular vistas of Guild Park. The 
new offices even incorporate the 
oak panelling originally installed for 
Spencer Clark business space.

Large-scale challenges emerged 
during the re-making of this 
relatively small-scale project. Atlas 
Construction Ltd. had to mount 
special reinforcing pillars and 
flooring to upgrade and expand 
the structure’s size, services and 
accessibility. 

Important structural additions were 
a new elevator, public washrooms 
for program participants, a green 
roof and special glass windows to 
minimize bird collisions.

This work had to contend with 
delays caused by Covid-19. Public 
health restrictions added almost a 
year to the original project timeline. 

The result is a building that 
celebrates Guild Park’s strong 
connection to the far-sighted Clarks 
in a series of ways, including: 
•	 its name, chosen with public input
•	 the series of stone building 
fragments installed and refurbished 
near the arts centre –all pieces 
that came from the Spencer Clark 
Collection of Historic Architecture 
and
•	 art studio and classrooms where 
creativity can again come alive.
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Shoreline Cleanups

The Friends of Guild Park did not 
host their usual cleanups along 
Guildwood’s Lake Ontario shoreline 
in 2021; however, we were able 
to support cleanups for The Great 
Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, Love 
Your Lake 2021, Butt Blitz 2021, 
and The Great Global Nurdle Hunt 
2021.  More than 46,000 items were 
picked up along the shoreline in 
these cleanups including 4,623 food 
& beverage items, 6,180 smoking-
related items (cigarette butts, 
cigar tips, lighters, and tobacco 
packaging plus vape related 
products), 1,560 bottle caps, 3,450 
nurdles, and 24,745 pieces of foam, 
glass, and plastic.      

“Coleopterahercules scruta 
guildwoodii” is a piece of trash art 
created with items – mostly plastic 
– picked up along Guildwood’s Lake 
Ontario shoreline during cleanups 

Rose Mitchell Spohn

for The Great Canadian Shoreline 
Cleanup in 2021.   
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When it is safe to do so, the Friends 
will again organize public cleanups.  
For more information: GuildPark.ca.  
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Free Trees for Everyone on Guildwood Day 2022!
To celebrate Guildwood Day 
2022 (June 4th) the Guildwood 
Village Community Association, in 
partnership with the City of Toronto, 
will be giving away 500 native 
trees and shrubs.  This giveaway 
is open to all residents of Toronto 
and we particularly encourage 
our neighbours in Scarborough to 
participate.  

Native trees and shrubs are critical 
to the survival of our birds, insects 
and wildlife, providing shelter 
and food throughout the seasons, 

and they are equally important in 
helping us increase our tree canopy 
in Toronto, which improves the air 
quality and environment for all of us.

The City of Toronto and Connon 
Nurseries provide all the trees 
and shrubs, and all are suited 
to Toronto’s climate and urban 
environment. Trees come in 1-2 
gallon buckets and are small 
enough to carry on TTC or sit in 
the back of a car. Please note that 
the species of the trees/shrubs are 
subject to availability and quantities 

are limited. Order early to ensure 
that you receive the trees or shrubs 
that you want.

All trees/shrubs must be ordered 
in advance for pickup on June 4th 
and there is a maximum of four 
trees and/or shrubs per household, 
with a sub-limit of no more than two 
trees or shrubs of any one species.  
Please see the link below to order 
online. 

This year we are pleased to offer 
the following trees and shrubs:

  

Name Category Description Size Shade Soil Wildlife Benefits

Sugar Maple Tree

A large shade tree with yellow-green 
leaves turning an attractive yellow-orange 
or red in the fall. Slow growing and long 
lived.

Large
Height: 60+ ft
Width: 40+ ft

Full sun Various
Maples are among the first trees to bloom in spring 
making them important pollen source for pollinators 
coming out of dormancy.

Basswood Tree

A large shade tree with dense foliage, 
heart shaped leaves and fragrant flowers. 
Leaves are nutrient rich and make great 
mulch. 

Large
Height: 60+ ft
Width: 30+ ft

Full sun to 
full shade

Moist, well 
drained

Flowers bloom in midsummer when few other trees are 
blooming making them an important food source for 
pollinators.

Swamp White 
Oak Tree

Hardy and large shade tree. Leaves are 
dark green on top and silvery-white below 
turning orange-gold and sometimes 
purple in the fall. 

Large
Height: 60+ ft
Width: 60+ ft

Full Sun

Acidic 
prefered, 

moist, well 
drained

Acorns are an important source of food for small 
mammals as well as a variety of birds. 

Eastern 
Redbud Tree

A popular small tree with very showy 
purple/pink flowers in the spring and 
heart-shaped leaves.

Medium
Height: 20-30 ft 
Width 25-30 ft

Full sun to 
partial shade Various

Flowers bloom before leaves emerge, providing an 
important early source of pollen for pollinators. Leaves 
are used by various species for nesting material.

Serviceberry Tree/
Shrub 

An adaptable large shrub/small tree, with 
clusters of white flowers, attractive red 
fall colour and berries that support 
wildlife.

Small 
Height:15-25 ft 
Width 15-25 ft

Full sun to 
partial shade

Various Flowers in spring are a source of pollen. Over 40 species 
of birds feed on the berries. 

Common 
Ninebark Shrub 

A wide, large shrub with clusters of white 
flowers and interesting peeling bark. 
Leaves turn coppery-bronze in the fall. 
Very tolerant of urban conditions.

Large
Height: 8+ ft
Width: 8+ ft

Full sun to 
partial shade

Various Flowers attract pollinators. Seed capsules attract seed-
eating birds.

Purple 
Flowering 
Raspberry

Shrub 
A small to medium fast-growing shrub, 
large fragrant rose-like flowers and is 
suitable for various conditions.  

Small - Medium
Height:5+ ft    
Width 8+ ft

Full sun to 
partial shade

Various Attracts pollinators, birds and small mammals due to 
fragrant flowers and berries.

Bush 
Honeysuckle Shrub 

A hardy shrub with small yellow trumpet-
shaped flowers tolerant of various 
conditions.

Small
Height:3 ft    
Width 3 ft

Full sun to 
partial shade Various

Bees, butterflies and other pollinators that make use of 
the plant’s nectar and pollen.

ORDER EARLY!

Beginning on April 1, order your 
“tickets” here: www.eventbrite.ca/e/
guildwoood-village-tree-giveaway-
june-4-2022-tickets-270996877957 

After you have ordered, you will 
receive an email with detailed 
pickup instructions. Watch for our 
email  before June 4th.  

IMPORTANT NOTES:

1/ There is a maximum of four trees 
and/or shrubs per household, with a 
sub-limit of no more than two trees 
or shrubs of any one species.

2/ All trees and shrubs MUST be 
pre-ordered before May 23rd and 
MUST be picked up between noon 
and 3 pm on June 4th. We cannot 
hold any for you, so plan ahead!

3/ Any trees or shrubs that are 
not picked up on June 4th will be 
planted locally in the wild areas of 
the Scarborough Bluffs.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Contact Allison Murray at 
secretary@guildwood.on.ca
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Rediscovering “Guildwood Beach”

One of Toronto’s greatest assets is 
its public beaches where people 
can enjoy access to the fresh waters 
of Lake Ontario.  Sandy beaches 
provide recreational opportunities 
for sun seekers, surfers, hikers, 
swimmers, and small-craft boaters.

The unique cliffs of the Scarborough 
Bluffs—which are a 12 000-year-
old remnant of the Ice Age—are 
the source of all of Toronto’s 
sandy beaches. The westward 
flow of currents carrying salt and 
sand formed the Toronto Islands. 
These westward winds are still the 
dynamic source that supplies the 
sand to feed Woodbine Beach, 
Bluffers Park Beach and the 
beaches of Guildwood as well as 
East Point Park.

The Guildwood community is 
very fortunate to have Guild Park 
Gardens with its charming buildings 
and statuary. We also have a safe 
beach that is readily available to 
enjoy at any particular time, and on 
any day of the year.  From where 
I live, I see locals on a daily basis, 
including dog walkers and hikers 
enjoying the shoreline experience.

This 3-kilometer stretch of coastline 
is rugged and ungroomed with 
driftwood scattered along the tree-
lined foot of the bluffs.  A panoramic 
view reveals an expansive sky 
stretched out over the uninterrupted 
blue horizon of lake water.  No 
industrial sites, commercial 

Roy Wright

buildings, or power lines are in sight 
to spoil the waterfront experience.

This eastern sector of the 
Scarborough Bluffs coastline not 
only acts as a bird sanctuary and 
an eco-friendly wildlife corridor, but 
its beaches have become popular 
summer destinations— especially 
since the COVID-19 outbreak.

To access the beach, visitors and 
residents must enter at the Service 
Road parking lot which is located 
at the foot of Galloway Road. A 
steep walk down the paved Service 
Road brings you to the armour-
stoned waterfront wall and path that 
terminates at Guildwood Beach.

The busiest and deepest sandy 
beaches stretch from Guildwood to 
Grey Abbey Park where four sandy 
bays are sustained by five armour 
stone headlands. Interesting fact—if 
you continue walking east of Grey 
Abbey Beach toward East Point, 
you will enter an area of beach that 
is well-known for nudists because 
this beach happens to be both 
picturesque and secluded.

To those of you that will venture 
out for a day at any of Guildwood’s 
beaches for the very first time: It 
is important to remember that the 
eco-sensitive shoreline is a habitat 
that supports a wide variety of 
mammals, reptiles, migratory birds 
and spawning fish. In recent times, 
the public has been responsible for 
keeping the beach clean by placing 
their garbage and recyclables in the 
bins provided by the Department 
of Toronto Parks, Forestry and 
Recreation.

If you are planning to spend a 
day in the sun with your coolers, 
cabanas or inflatable kayaks, you 
also must be aware that there are 
no washroom facilities available.

This summer, be sure to get out 
and enjoy Guildwood’s beaches 
while being mindful that public 
recreational access to water is 
a scarce commodity. Therefore, 
conservational efforts can no 
longer be taken for granted. We in 
Guildwood are lucky to live so close 
to this asset.

Roy Wright                                     
50-year Waterfront Resident of 
Guildwood
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Guildwood Tennis Club
Summer is almost here. Are you 
thinking about enjoying spring and 
summer outdoor sports? Are you 
thinking tennis? If so, why not join 
Guildwood Tennis Club (GTC), the 
winner of the 2021 Distinguished 
Club Award, given out by the 
Scarborough Tennis Federation 
(STF).

There is something for everyone at 
GTC. Want to just play and enjoy 
the sport? Then join in the Opening 
Day round robin, the evening round 
robins, the ladies’ morning tennis, 
or the mixed morning tennis. Want 
more of a challenge? Try out for 
our competitive STF teams and 
participate in the Guildwood Cup in 
June and the Club Championships 
in August. To improve your playing 
skills you can attend clinics with 
our club pro. Want to play a single’s 
or double’s game when returning 
home from work? Then use the 
online booking system that reserves 
court time for you.

Do you want to get your children 
involved? Our junior program of 
camps and lessons has been very 
successful. The Club offers Tennis 
Canada’s Progressive Tennis 
program aimed at developing 
skills as well as fostering an 
appreciation of and enjoyment of 
the sport. If interested, juniors can 
participate in a competitive Junior 
STF league. To recognize the effort 
and commitment demonstrated 
by juniors we have introduced 
the yearly Rollit Goldring Junior 
Development Award.

The GTC website (www.
guildwoodtennis.com) will have all 
the information you need. There 
you will find the membership form, 
fee structure and information on 
the booking system. For your 
convenience the membership form 
and the payment can be submitted 
online.

In addition the website highlights 
the history of our club with tributes 
to founding members, accomplished 
players, and annual award winners 
chosen for excellence, commitment, 
and performance.

The GTC executive is looking 
forward to meeting you on the 
courts enjoying the sunshine, 
the exercise, the companionship, 
and the competitive friendly 
atmosphere. The nets go up mid 
April and the opening round robin 
is the beginning of May. Of course 

all the programming is subject to 
the city’s restrictions around of 
COVID-19.

See you on the courts of Guildwood 
Tennis Club!

Louise Miskew
BROKER

Living & Working in Our Community

416.543.6544
LMISKEW@ROGERS.COM

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

The Folkes Team is here to help you achieve all of your real estate dreams! 
We understand that the home buying and selling process can be 
overwhelming, so we are here to ensure that your experience is smooth, 
efficient, and rewarding from start to finish. With over 15 years of experience 
in the real estate industry, our agents have recognized that the client’s needs 
are the most important component to any transaction. In choosing The 
Folkes Team as your trusted realtors, you will receive professionalism, 24/7 

service, and quality results! 

Contact Us Today For A FREE Home Appraisal! 

Direct: 416-888-1798     Office: 416-284-8732

TORONTO & GTA REAL ESTATE 
MARKET UPDATE

2021

Tré Folkes
Sales Representative

Carl Folkes
Broker

 

Aimée Talbot 
Director, Pampered Chef 

 
Gathering families around the table  

one meal at a time 
 

Follow me on Instagram or Facebook 
@pamperedchefwithaimee 

 
I would love to help you or your family 

with getting quality kitchen tools to 
help solve those meal time dilemmas. I 
live in the Guild, I shop in the Guild, this 

is my home too. Who can I help with 
kitchen tips and tricks? 

 
Call or text at 
289-314-0027 
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Guildwood’s Government Representatives
   

JOHN  
MCKAY 

 
Constituency Office 

 

3785 Kingston Road, Unit 10 
Scarborough, On M1J 3H4 

(416) 283 1226 
www.jmckay.liberal.ca 

john.mckay.c1@parl.gc.ca 

Guildwood Classifieds

HOT SELLER’S MARKET
How much is your Guildwood home 

worth? Text your address to 
647-238-4895

for a no obligation instant price 
range!

Real Estate

FIFTH AVENUE COLLECTION
Let me help you sparkle!

Join my FB Group Jilly’s VIPs
www.fiftheavenuecollection.com/jillh

Canadian fashion jewellery

Jewellery

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
To the best dad in the world!

Thanks for not divorcing mom.
I love you so much!

Your daughter,
Laila xoxo

Announcements

SKYLIGHTS & RENOVATIONS
Specializing in skylights, decks, 
kitchen, bathroom & basement 

renovations
www.TheBespokeArtisanCo.com

289-210-4864

Renovations

SYL’S CUSTOM CREATIONS
Hand crafted personalized items. 

For any occasion. Can be reached at 
sylviedevereaux19@gmail.com

Shop Local

WE WANT YOU
For only $20 post your classified ad 

here! Contact us at
advertising.newsandviews@gmail.com 

today!

Your Ad Here

Guildwood Village  UPCOMING EVENTS

23
APRIL

10
JUNE

28
MAY

4
JUNE

23,24
JULY

Annual Spring Guildwood Clean Up Day
Supplies will be handed out. 
9:00 to 11:30am
Location: Corner of Guildwood Parkway 
and Livingston Rd.

Guildwood Garage Sale Day
Sell your treasures or buy new ones!

Starting at 9:00am
Throughout Guildwood Village

Guildwood Day
More information soon!

Poplar Road Junior Public School 
Strawberry Festival 
For more info: poplarsf.com
6:00 - 9:00pm
66 Dearham Wood

Guild Alive with Culture Arts Festival
Apply & volunteer:
www.guildalivewithculture.ca
10:00am to 5:00pm 
Guild Park & Gardens
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Answers on page 23

 1. Toy weapon (2 wds, sort of )
  6. Choose
  9. Father in Quebec
 13. There’s one at Scarborough      
  Village Community Centre
 14. _____, humbug
 15. Manning and Wallach
 16. ___________ Brooks
 17. Something bothersome
 19. The North ______
 20. Being in debt
 21. Shell-less terrestrial gastropod
  mollusc
 23. One’s collective assets and
  liabilities

25. Makes happy
27.  Me, in Quebec
29. "Earth ______", sang The   
  Penguins
30.  Leroy Brown was this
33.  ____  _______ is mud (2 wds)
35.  Tex- ____ cheese
37.  Make a mistake
38.  Guinness or Baldwin
39.  Popular music genre
41.  Mountain _______
43.  Indian flatbread
45.  Choir members
46.  Temporary
49. Orange cones

50. Sick feeling
51.  Land _______
52.  $5.00 bill (slang)
53.  ______ wash
54.  Pause
58.  He's _____ than dirt
61.  We're number _____!
62.  Store near Guildwood
63.  Charles or Conniff
64.  Bowling _____
65.  J. Sprat's wife couldn't eat this
66.  Consumed
67.  A day of the week (abbr)
68.  Society's rules

Across:

 1. Shopping _____
 2. Imps
 3. Chaplin or Heaney
 4. False
 5. Slang for "no"
 6. _____ Wan Kenobi
 7. It can be 3, 4 or 5
 8. Controls fuel flow
 9. Clothing size
 10. Former Scarborough plaza is now
       townhomes
 11. "_____" of Fire, sang johnny Cash
 12. Toronto's time zone (abbr)
 18. '57 film, ___ ____ a Teenage 
       Werewolf (2 wds)

 22. 1970's ____ rock
 23. _____ salad
 24. The 4th Stooge
 26. Continual motion
 27. Almost anything goes in this
  fighting org. (abbr)
 28. Popeye's gal
 30. Single serving lunch, ____ box
 31. Inert gaseous element
 32. _________ code
 34. Green ________
 36. Internal pictures
 40. User of 1A should do this
 42. Everything's okay (2wds)
 44. Iron _____

 46. Data (abbr)
 47. Finger ______
 48. Arctic _______
 49. Mother or father
 51. Wrestle or Beatle ______
 53. They serve and protect
 55. On an ocean cruise
 56. "___  ____ Her Standing There", by
  The Beatles (2 wds)
 57. Very heavy
 59. Consume
 60. Corned beef on ______

Down:


