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President’s 
Message

all those who have been impacted 
by this virus, including their families 
and friends who are missing their 
loved ones.  

The GVCA continues to put the 
safety of our community members 
and all the dedicated GVCA 
volunteers ahead of all else as we 
head into the fall with the recent 
move to Stage 3, planned limited 
school re-openings and the ongoing 
risk of a second wave of COVID-19. 
Like every organization, the GVCA 
has had to postpone several of our 
annual events and find alternate 
ways of doing things the best we 
can. For example, this issue of the 
News and Views was delivered 
by Canada Post instead of our 
outstanding volunteer delivery 
team. And although our membership 
canvassers have been sidelined 
from door-to-door collection, 2020 
GVCA memberships are available at 
Valu-mart and through our website 
Guildwood.on.ca. We encourage 
you to purchase your annual 
membership so we can continue to 
serve the community. 

Our Annual General Meeting 
originally scheduled for March is 
among the postponements. Please 
find our AGM committee reports and 
financial statements on our website. 
I also want to let you know about 
a few key interim changes to the 
GVCA leadership that will be voted 
on at the next AGM. 

I would like to thank Bob Taylor-
Vaisey for all his support over the 
past several years as the GVCA’s 
Vice President. I have greatly valued 
Bob’s hard work, experienced input 
and support during his years on the 
Board. In addition, Bob has taken a 
great interest in our local Guildwood 
history – producing a fabulous 
video a couple of years back and 
regularly contributing interesting 
and popular articles for News and 

Views. With Bob’s retirement from 
the GVCA Board, Ulrik Westergaard 
has assumed the role of VP.

I would also like to recognize  
Lynda Satelmajer for her 
contributions to the GVCA Board  
as she retires from her executive 
role as GVCA Secretary. I have 
greatly appreciated having Lynda as 
part of the team. Allison Murray will 
join the Board and assume the role 
of Secretary. 

Andrew Maklin, the GVCA’s long-
standing webmaster has decided to 
step down from this role. Andrew’s 
support has ensured the GVCA 
had a consistent and timely way 
to share current information with 
our membership. Over the years, 
the site has also served as a great 
archive of past materials, including 
back issues of News and Views. 
Andrew is also a past GVCA Board 
member and together with his family 
they run our annual Candy Cane 
event, now a local tradition.

I will certainly miss working with 
Bob, Lynda and Andrew but I know 
that Ulrik and Allison will bring their 
own unique strengths, skills and 
ideas to their new roles.

In closing this update, I wanted 
to speak about diversity and 
inclusiveness. First and foremost, 
the GVCA seeks to equally 
represent and include all those that 
live and work in our community, 
period. That said, I think many 
people are becoming increasingly 
aware that systemic bias exists in 
forms that are not readily apparent 
to those of us not adversely 
impacted. The GVCA Board will 
give this important issue further 
consideration at our next meeting in 
the fall. In the meantime, if you feel 
there are specific areas where the 
GVCA could be doing better, please 
let me know. 

Jim Whitney

President,  
Guildwood Village Community 
Association 

president@guildwood.on.ca

I want to start my message with 
thanks to all those frontline workers 
who have helped get us through the 
last several months and continue to 
do all they can to keep us healthy, 
safe and fed. To date, our collective 
efforts to minimize the spread 
of COVID-19 have been largely 
successful and clearly our continued 
diligence is key to maintaining our 
overall success.  

Despite our efforts, Guildwood 
has suffered the loss of many 
treasured community members at 
the Guildwood Extendicare, which 
had an outbreak among residents 
and staff.  Our thoughts go out to 
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Dear Guildwood Neighbours,

I hope everyone is doing well and 
staying healthy.

I want to thank everyone for your 
efforts during this very difficult 
time. It is very important for all of us 
to the best of our ability to follow 
the mandatory physical distancing 
bylaw and the new mandatory mask 
or face covering bylaw!

The Province of Ontario authorized 
the City of Toronto to enter into 
stage 3 on July 31. I would like to 
remind everyone to stay aware of 
all new municipal and provincial 
regulations. While Toronto residents 
may participate in social gatherings 
of up to 50 people indoors and 
up to 100 people outdoors, it is 
important to keep in mind that 
these gatherings remain subject to 
physical distancing requirements 
and face covering by-law.  Please 
continue to keep updated on 
COVID-19 at toronto.ca/COVID19  
or by contacting  
PublicHealth@toronto.ca.

Toronto City Council unanimously 
approves RapidTO bus lanes to 
improve reliability and capacity 
on Eglinton Avenue East – to be 
operational Fall 2020 
The installation of priority bus 
lanes on the Eglinton East corridor 
is part of RapidTO, a network of 
transit priority corridors across 
the city. Improved reliability and 
increased capacity of bus routes 
in the RapidTO network will result 
in a faster, more reliable commute, 
which will improve access to 
employment, healthcare and 
community services.

Eglinton East is among the TTC’s 
most heavily used corridors and, 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
continues to play a significant role 
in moving people around the city. 
It emerged as the top candidate 
for the accelerated installation 
of priority bus lanes based on an 
assessment of several factors, 
including improvement to transit 
reliability, available right-of-way  
and considerations for 
transportation equity and  
inclusion of Neighbourhood 
Improvement Areas.

The CaféTO program aims to 
provide more outdoor dining areas 
to help restaurants and bars create 
physical distancing for patrons on 
patios. CaféTO was approved by 
City Council on June 29, 2020.

The Toronto Zoo is back! All 
tickets are timed and must be pre-
booked at www.torontozoo.com/
welcomeback.

The Guild Alive with Culture Online 
2020 Festival 
Due to COVID-19, the 2020 Guild 
Alive with Culture Festival is an 
ONLINE event only. The Guild Alive 
with Culture Festival Committee 
is proud to support all our artisan 
artists who have over the years 
made our festival one of the best 
events in Southern Ontario. Please 
join us to make your purchases and 
support them:  
www.guildalivewithculture.ca. 

Community updates:

BikeShareTO Stations in Ward 24 
Scarborough-Guildwood  
BikeShareTO has launched 
satellite pilot areas, including our 
community. There are two locations 
in Guildwood at Guildwood GO 
Station (North and South) and at 
Livingston Road at Guildwood 
Parkway. There are also nearby 
locations at Highland Creek Trail 
and Morningside Park.

Pedestrian crosswalk, electrical 
and civil work at Dearham Wood 
& Schubert Drive are currently in 
progress. The hydro connection has 
been made; activation is expected 
in August 2020. 

Traffic control signal at 
Morningside Avenue and 
Cumber Avenue/Fordover Drive 
are currently being tendered. 
Construction for this project is 
scheduled in 2021.

For any municipal issue, you can 
reach me by telephone at 416-396-
7222 or email me at  
councillor_ainslie_co@toronto.ca.

All my best, 
Paul

 

Councillor Paul W. Ainslie 
City of Toronto Councillor 
Ward 24 Scarborough-Guildwood 
 
Chair, General Government and Licensing Committee 
Chair, Board of Management of the Toronto Zoo 

 
Email: councillor_ainslie@toronto.ca 
Website: www.paulainslie.com 

 Councillor Paul Ainslie Scarborough-Guildwood 
 Ward 24 Scarborough-Guildwood 
  @Ainslie_ward24 

 

 Constituency Office 
Scarborough Civic Centre 

150 Borough Drive 
Scarborough, ON M1P 4N7 

Tel:  416-396-7222 

 Toronto City Hall 
100 Queen Street West, Suite C52 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 
Tel:   416-392-4008 
Fax:  416-392-4006 
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Dear Guildwood Neighbours, 
 

I hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy. 
 

I want to thank everyone for your efforts during this very difficult time. It is very important for all of us to the best of our 
ability to follow the mandatory physical distancing bylaw and the new mandatory mask or face covering bylaw! 
 

The Province of Ontario authorized the City of Toronto to enter into stage 3 on July 31. I would like to remind everyone to 
stay aware of all new municipal and provincial regulations. While Toronto residents may participate in social gatherings of 
up to 50 people indoor and up to 100 people outdoor, it is important to keep in mind that these gatherings remain subject 
to physical distancing requirements and face covering by-law.  Please continue to keep updated on COVID19 at 
toronto.ca/COVID19 or PublicHealth@toronto.ca 
 

Toronto City Council unanimously approves RapidTO bus lanes to improve reliability and capacity on Eglinton 
Avenue East – to be operational Fall 2020 
The installation of priority bus lanes on the Eglinton East corridor is part of RapidTO a network of transit priority corridors 
across the city. Improved reliability and increased capacity of bus routes in the RapidTO network will result in a faster 
more reliable commute, which will improve access to employment, healthcare and community services. 
 
Eglinton East is among the TTC’s most heavily used corridors and, during the COVID-19 pandemic, continues to play a 
significant role in moving people around the city. It emerged as the top candidate for the accelerated installation of priority 
bus lanes based on an assessment of several factors including improvement to transit reliability, available right-of-way 
and considerations for transportation equity and inclusion of Neighbourhood Improvement Areas. 
 

The CaféTO program aims to provide more outdoor dining areas to help restaurants and bars create physical distancing 
for patrons on patios CaféTO was approved by City Council on June 29, 2020. 
 

The Toronto Zoo is back! All Tickets are Timed and Must be Pre-Booked www.torontozoo.com/welcomeback 
 

The Guild Alive with Culture Online 2020 Festival 
Due to COVID-19 2020 Festival is an ONLINE event only. The Guild Alive with Culture Festival Committee is 
proud to support all our artisan artists who have over the years made our festival one of the best events in 
Southern Ontario. Please join us to make your purchases and support them. www.guildalivewithculture.ca 
 

Community Update: 
 

BikeShareTO Stations in Ward 24 Scarborough-Guildwood  
BikeShareTO has launched satellite pilot areas, including our community. With two locations Guildwood: Guildwood GO 
Station (North and South), Livingston Road at Guildwood Parkway and at Highland Creek Trail, and Morningside Park. 
 

Pedestrian Crosswalk, electrical and civil work at Dearham Wood & Schubert Drive are currently in progress. The 
hydro connection has been made; activation is expected in August 2020.  
 

Traffic Control Signal at Morningside Avenue and Cumber/Fordover are currently being tendered. Construction for 
this project is scheduled in 2021. 
 

Traffic Control Signal at Morningside Avenue and Cumber/Fordover work is to commence in late 2020 with 
completion in 2021. Originally a request for an enhanced pedestrian crosswalk was made, but due to the width of the 
street and vehicle speed traffic, traffic lights are better suited. 
 

For any municipal issue, you can reach me by telephone at 416-396-7222 or email me 
at councillor_ainslie_co@toronto.ca 
 

All my Best, 
Paul 

toronto.ca/COVID19
mailto:PublicHealth@toronto.ca
http://www.torontozoo.com/welcomeback
http://www.torontozoo.com/welcomeback
http://www.guildalivewithculture.ca
mailto:councillor_ainslie_co@toronto.ca
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Celebrating Our  
Frontline Heroes
On May 30, Guildwood residents 
joined together for the Guildwood 
Cares Car Parade in celebration of 
the incredible frontline and essential 
workers who have been keeping 
our community safe during the 
COVID-19 pandemic with courage 
and dedication. 

A convoy of 35 cars flying 
Guildwood flags and showcasing 
homemade signs set off from 
Laurier before visiting Extendicare 
Guildwood, Valu-mart and the plaza, 
the fire station on Coronation Drive 
and the police at 43 Division. 



Car Accident Injuries
At Guildwood Physiotherapy we are experienced in car accidents. We have seen many 
types of injuries from car accidents, from hundreds of patients, including head injuries, 
serious fractures, etc. The majority of injuries that we see, however, are whiplash 
associated disorders. These injuries are the result of your head being thrown back and 
forth during an impact. 

The severity and type of injury in these accidents varies widely depending on the speed 
and direction of impact, the position of your head at impact, and the presence or 
absence of safety equipment (such as head rests or air bags). Because there are so many 
variables in an accident, some relatively minor accidents can cause serious problems while 
more serious impacts can sometimes result in little or no injury. 

If you are involved in an accident and are injured, you need to start treatment as soon as 
possible. We can usually get you in within a day or two. We will submit a treatment plan 
to the insurance company and can usually start treatment almost immediately. We will do 
all the billing for car accidents directly so you do not need to pay us. 

Let our experience give you the best possible result.

http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
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Use Your Social Media to  
Support Local Businesses
As the government lifts COVID-19 
restrictions and introduces 
reopening phases, now is the time 
to do what you can to assist local 
businesses. Leveraging your social 
media presence to evangelize 
local businesses is one way you 
can be of assistance to a business 
struggling to get back on its feet. 
A part of building and keeping our 
community afloat is by supporting 
small businesses.

It is estimated that by 2021, the 
number of active social network 
users will reach the 3.02 billion 
mark. This is more than a third of 
the world’s population!

Social media’s far-reaching 
tentacles present us with an 
unprecedented ability to support 
businesses, charities and causes. 
As COVID-19 restrictions are being 
lifted businesses are reopening or 
going back to their former opening 
hours. They will be trying to return 
as soon as possible to the revenue 
stream they had pre-COVID-19, or 
risk becoming a pandemic business 
casualty, which unfortunately 
Toronto has seen its share of.

Then there are those businesses 
that have been permitted to stay 
open and are trying to make the 
best of the COVID-19 situation. To 
keep their business afloat and keep 
their staff employed, they offer 
takeout, curbside service, delivery 
and whatever else they can.

It’s disheartening to see many of our 
local stores, favourite hangouts and 
businesses facing the challenge of 
lower numbers of visitors or being 

Nick Kossovan

closed due to COVID-19. You may 
have been thinking, What can I do 
to help these businesses and my 
neighbourhood? 

According to Forbes, 81% of 
consumers’ purchasing decisions 
are influenced by their friends’ 
social media posts. Forbes also 
states that 78% of consumers say 
companies’ social media posts 
impact their purchases. 

Undeniably social media influences 
consumer buying decisions, which is 
where you come in.

If there was ever a time when small 
local businesses needed support 
and encouragement, now is that 
time. Regardless of the extent of 
your social media presence, you can 
actively support local businesses by:
	» Writing a review on Google / 

Yelp / TBDine / Tripadvisor / 
YellowPages / Zomato (88% 
of people are influenced by 
reviews, online comments and 
pictures).

	» Posting on Instagram pictures 
of you, with family and friends, 
enjoying a meal on a local 
restaurant’s patio (be sure to tag 
the business in the photo). You 
can do the same on Facebook, 
LinkedIn and Twitter.

	» Tweeting a shoutout, with 
a picture and hashtags (@
AcesPlaceGuild… Had your 
braised lamb shank! Can’t 
recall having better. Will be 
back #ScarbTO #Ward24 
#Torontofoods).

	» Following and liking their social 
media accounts and posts.

	» Commenting on a business’s 
post.

	» Posting on the business’s 
Facebook page.

	» Re-tweeting a business’s tweet 
(with comments and appropriate 
hashtags, which is the topic of 
my next column).

The above are rudimentary social 
media activities you can easily 
do. Basically, take a selfie at the 
business (or a picture of your food 
pickup/delivery, or the end results 
of a service such as landscaping 
or autobody repair, you dining at 
an eating establishment), post it 
on your social media platforms, 
write some witty text, add 
appropriate hashtags (i.e. #ScarbTO, 
#Ward20, #Ward24, #Ward25, 
#food, #Toronto, #Guildwood, 
#Torontofood, #takeout) and a link 
to the business’s website. Now 
you’ve put out some good social 
media karma.

If you want to go a step further:
	» Email a review that the business 

can post on its website as a 
testimonial.

	» Starting a crowdfunding 
campaign (collect donations 
through family, friends, friends 
of friends and strangers to 
raise money for a business, 
artist, writer, a self-employed 
individual who may be 
struggling, etc.).

	» Donate through distantly.ca 
(an online donation platform, 
developed in partnership with 
the Toronto Association of 
Business Improvement Areas 
(TABIA), allowing community 
members to make direct 
donations to small businesses).



Summer 2020 - 9special report: COVID-19 2020

	» If you have a website or blog, 
write a detailed review (be 
sure to include a link to the 
business’s website).

The “KISS” (Keep It Simple, Stupid) 
approach is most effective on 
social media. User’s timelines 
are inundated with posts and 
shares. Most people scanning their 
social media accounts don’t have 
the time, or inclination, to read 
through lengthy posts, stories, 
and opinions. A detailed review 
of your dog grooming experience 
will receive fewer social media 
attention and love (or hate) than a 
simple one-line post/review, such 
as: “Muddy Paws did an awesome 
job beautifying Sylvester! I didn’t 
think it was possible for a #cat 
to be purring during a grooming 
session! Will be back in three 
months. I know Sylvester is looking 
forward to it. #Ward24 #ScarbTO 
#Toronto.” Adding a photo of 
Sylvester getting groomed and the 
end result (a compelling visual) 
will further increase the number of 
engagements your post receives.

Sharing and liking posts or 
retweeting people’s positive 
experiences with local businesses 
gives much-needed visibility to 
a business. Doing the same for a 
business’s social media posts and 
marketing efforts goes a long way in 
supporting a business’s attempt to 
return to normalcy.

On an “off the social media grid” 
note, when you have a moment say 
thanks to local business owners. At 
a time when everyone is stressed, 
it may ease the anxiety of local 

business owners just a bit if they 
know their customers are thinking of 
them and appreciate all they have 
done for their community.

Such signs of help — and others that 
you can likely think of (purchasing 
gift cards, paying in advance for 
a future appointment, doing your 
Christmas shopping now, ordering 
takeout or delivery, tipping more 
than usual) — are needed more  
than ever now.

Nick Kossovan is the Customer 
Service Professionals Network’s 
Director of Social Media (Executive 
Board Member). Follow @
NKossovan on Instagram and 
Twitter.
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Municipal Resources for Small  
& Mid-Sized Business Owners
There are a number of resources that municipalities have created for small businesses in their cities to help them 
navigate through this COVID-19 pandemic. Here are some of the resources offered in the City of Toronto.

Jack Henry, Provisional RGD | Head of Design, OmniWorx Inc.

CurbTO

The CurbTO program allows 
businesses to request road space 
for either Temporary Parking Zone 
for Pickups or for a Curb Lane 
Pedestrian Zone. 

The Temporary Parking Zone 
for Pickups is designed to allow 
customers to park for a maximum 
of 10 minutes to pick-up an order 
from your business. It is designed 
for locations that do not already 
have sufficient parking space and/
or where there is a no parking sign 
posted in front of the business. 

The Curb Lane Pedestrian Zones 
can be set up for stores who require 
a lineup on the sidewalk to ensure 
physical distancing within their 
stores. This Curb Lane Pedestrian 
Zone will allow customers to line  
up while others can pass by at a 
safe distance.

More information on existing 
Temporary Parking Zone for 
Pickups and Curb Lane Pedestrian 
Zones can be found on the City of 
Toronto’s website.

BusinessTO

The BusinessTO Support Centre 
is available to business owners in 
Toronto and provides information 
on various programs offered by 
the federal government as well as 
providing support for businesses as 
they reopen. 

For more information and to request 
a consultation visit the BusinessTO 
website.

CaféTO

Approved in late July, CafeTO allows 
cafés, restaurants and bars to utilize 
space in the public right-of-way by 
expediting the current application 
and permitting process for sidewalk 
cafés. Business owners who 
register for the program will receive 
guidelines from the city for the 
installation of a temporary sidewalk 
café or curb lane café. 

The program is subject to current 
provincial restrictions on cafes, 
restaurants and bars. 

A simple registration process can be 
found on the city’s website.

OmniWorx Inc. is a boutique design firm based in Scarborough in Toronto’s east end, providing graphic design 
services to local small & mid-sized businesses. A graduate of OCAD University, Jack works with clients to blend art 
with real-world business strategy.

Reprinted & updated from OmniWorx Inc’s website. 

https://omniworxinc.ca/news/covid-municipalresources
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca


We are Toronto’s 

Top Roofers
For over 25 years, Top Roofers has 
been providing the GTA with personal 
service and professionalism taking 
caring the roof over your head.

Visit our newly redesigned website 
for more information and a quote: 
www.toproofers.ca

www.toproofers.ca info@toproofers.ca @TopRoofers416

Guildwood Hair Design
 Unisex Hair Salon

  94 Dearhamwood Scarborough

(647) 439 0321
      @janessahairstylist
By Appointment Only.

Balayage
Highlights

Colour
Cut & Style

New Hairstylist

http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
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A Historic First for Guild Park
Heritage Plaque Commemorates  
Canada’s Guild of All Arts

After almost 90 years, the legacy 
of Guild Park & Gardens is officially 
recognized with a heritage plaque 
from Heritage Toronto. 

The Guild of All Arts began in 
1932 on the site of today’s Guild 
Park. It was set up to be a unique 
community in Canada, a place 
where all types of artists and 
artisans could live and create during 
the depths of the Great Depression. 

The Guild of All Arts was the life 
dream of Rosa and Spencer Clark, 
the philanthropists who at that 
time owned the property atop the 
Scarborough Bluffs. 

“The picturesque site inspired 
painters, potters, and others. 
Artisans lived and worked in 
[nearby] cabins and studios,” states 
the Heritage Toronto plaque. 

The Guild of All Arts soon became a 
destination for visitors and tourists. 
This led the Clarks to open the 
Guild Inn, a popular restaurant and 
hotel they operated on the site until 
the 1970s. 

During this era, all the descriptive 
signs and markers throughout the 
36-hectare (88-acre) parkland had 
been installed privately, without 
the benefit of historic research 
reviewed by an accredited heritage 
organization. 

As a result, some signs were 
found to be historically inaccurate 
and none appeared in listings of 
recognized heritage plaques. 

John Mason, President, Friends of Guild Park 

Things began to change in 2015, 
when the local volunteer group, 
Friends of Guild Park, launched 
its campaign to raise the required 
$6,500 for Guild Park’s first official 
heritage plaque. 

The GVCA, which had sponsored 
the 2007 Heritage Toronto plaque 
commemorating Guildwood Village, 
was an early financial supporter 
of this new initiative. So was the 
Guild Renaissance Group, whose 
volunteers have worked since the 
1990s to bring arts activities back to 
Guild Park. 

Friends of Guild Park raised 
the rest of the funding through 
proceeds from walking tours, on-
site programs, including movie 
nights and special events, speaking 
engagements, plus donations 
from individuals and companies. 
Notable contributions for the plaque 
came from local Guildwood Village 
residents and Trafalgar  
Travel Canada. 

Due to this summer’s public 
restrictions from COVID-19, the 
new landmark had to be informally 
unveiled by a few members from 
Friends of Guild Park – with one 
very special guest. The Guild of 
All Arts’ former artist-in-residence, 
Dorsey James, attended the event. 

Dorsey, an award-winning wood 
sculptor and art educator, was 
convinced by Spencer Clark to 
become one of the on-site artists. 

“I spent nine and a half years there,” 
said Dorsey at the informal plaque 

unveiling in June. “Carving images – 
from myths to legends from around 
the world – and enjoying every 
minute … [at] the Guild.” 

His studio was the Guild’s Sculptor’s 
Cabin, located near the new 
heritage plaque. Some of Dorsey’s 
artwork – carved figures from Norse 
mythology – graces the doorway 
and façade of the wooden cabin. 

Once the COVID-19 restrictions are 
lifted, Friends of Guild Park will host 
a special public event so everyone 
can celebrate the new plaque and 
mark the site’s past, present and 
future. 

Visit www.facebook.com/guildpark 
for information about the official 
plaque unveiling. 

Other Guild Park Updates 
Future Use of the Sculptor’s Cabin   
Earlier this year, the City of 
Toronto’s Arts Services unit agreed 
that volunteer groups active at 
Guild Park will continue to use 
the Sculptor’s Cabin as a visitor 
welcoming centre, and arts activity 
hub and a small-scale meeting 
space for the community. 

The City restored the wooden cabin 
in 2019 and reopened it to the 
public for the first time in 30 years. 
Friends of Guild Park, supported by 
the GVCA, the Guild Renaissance 
Group and Guild Festival Theatre, 
then led an initiative to operate the 
cabin for a six-month pilot project. 

Thousands of Guild Park visitors 
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came to the cabin during that 
pilot. Based on this success, the 
City and the four volunteer groups 
negotiated a further three-year 
operating agreement for the 
building’s continued seasonal use.

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, 
Guild Park’s Sculptor’s Cabin – like 
park facilities throughout Toronto – 
has remained closed for public use 
this summer. 

When public activities resume at 
Guild Park, the Sculptor’s Cabin will 
be ready to be an important focal 
point for park visitors and  
Guildwood Villagers.

Clark Centre Construction 
Continues 
After COVID-19 delays earlier in 
2020, work is progressing on Guild 
Park’s new arts and culture facility, 
the Rosa and Spencer Clark  
Centre for the Arts. 

The City of Toronto is converting 
this long vacant building into a 
three-storey facility for working 
artists, public art classes and 
exhibitions. The project includes 
adding a new atrium, artists’ studios, 
elevator and outdoor garden to the 
former office/art warehouse built in 
1963. 

The Clark Centre is expected to 
open sometime in 2021, but an 

official opening date remains 
unknown. The building will be 
operated by the City of Toronto’s 
Arts Services unit and will be similar 
to the City’s popular Cedar Ridge 
Creative Centre. 

Guild Inn Estate Selected  
as Finalist in National  
Restoration Award 
The National Trust for Canada, the 
charity that advocates for historic 
places, has selected the restoration/
expansion of Guild Park’s original 
Bickford Residence/Guild Inn as 
a finalist in its 2020 Cornerstone 
Award - Transformative Projects.

The $20-milllion project transformed 
the abandoned structure into 
a 40,000 sq. ft. special events 
venue, which opened June 2017 
as the Guild Inn Estate. During this 
time, Guild Park volunteer groups 
brought renewed public attention 
to the site’s history, features and 
potential. Major arts festivals, live 
theatre, tours and events organized 
by volunteers brought thousands of 
visitors to Guild Park. 

These combined efforts led to a 
series of new initiatives that further 
transformed the site. These projects 
include:
	» Building now underway for the 

$5.4 million Clark Centre for 
the Arts, a 7,000 sq.-ft. facility 
bringing arts and public arts 

programs back to Guild Park.
	» Completing three major plans to 

improve Guild Park’s operations, 
public trails and garden areas. 
These plans incorporate input 
from park professionals and 
park visitors.

	» Opening new boardwalks 
through Guild Park’s forest area.

	» Launching public stewardship 
programs at Guild Park for tree 
planting and garden upkeep.

	» Planting two commemorative 
Vimy Oak trees, fitting for the 
background of the Bickford 
family and the Guild Inn’s history 
as a military training centre in 
the 1940s.

	» Restoring a series of surplus 
architectural artifacts to create a 
unique “monument walk.” 

	» Renovating and re-opening 
for public use one of the site’s 
original artists’ studios.

	» Returning to public display 
artwork that had been removed 
from the site for safe keeping.

	» Improving the site’s “Greek 
Theatre,” the outdoor live 
performance stage built from 
marble columns and arches 
saved from demolition.

The nomination was submitted 
on behalf of the Guild Inn Estate 
by Friends of Guild Park. The 
nomination recognizes how the 
reopening of the original Guild 
Inn is a catalyst for the ongoing 
revitalization of the entire site.

Scenes from the plaque unveiling in June.  
Left: Dorsey James, former artist-in-residence at The Guild of All Arts. 
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Spencer Clark
Philanthropist, Entrepreneur,  
Visionary Environmentalist

Note: A full-length version of 
this article with references is 
available on the GVCA’s website at 
guildwood.on.ca.

Spencer Clark is well respected 
as a champion of arts and letters, 
brainchild of the founding of 
Guildwood Village and astute 
businessman. But there is more to 
Clark. The evolution of Guildwood 
Village was his masterpiece – and 
the crowning glory was to be a 
mile-long length of waterfront 
development along Lake Ontario, 
the southern boundary of 
Guildwood Village.

Clark had big dreams for this 
waterfront, but he had a daunting 
problem: shore erosion. In a sense, 
he embodied the concept of lifelong 
learning as he embarked on a 50-
year search to find solutions for 
shore erosion of the Scarborough 
Bluffs. History shows that the 
idea probably originated with Sir 
Sandford Fleming in 1849!

Spencer Clark was not only a 
visionary, but also a prodigious 
researcher and ardent 
environmental advocate. Not only 
did he actually get something done, 
but along the way he became a 
master at forging partnerships. 
His communications with scientific 
experts were focused, educated  
and relevant – and international  
in scope.

The best way to explain his journey 
is to track it chronologically. What 
follows looks at what he thought, 
with whom he talked and what and 

Bob Taylor-Vaisey 

how he studied and researched 
from 1933 into the 1960s. The real 
substance is in his correspondence 
and reference files. It is a story of 
lost opportunity, extensive research, 
a fathomless desire to succeed  
and an ironic outcome of  
Hurricane Hazel. It is, like  
Spencer Clark, fascinating.

1933-1944 
The first documented reference 
to shore erosion control is in 1938 
when Clark first approached D.A. 
Nichols (Bureau of Geology and 
Topography) looking for advice 
on erosion control of the bluffs. 
This led to a broad range of 
correspondence, especially with 
Perry Young (American Shore and 
Beach Preservation Association). 
It had been on his mind since 1933 
but it wasn’t until 1945 that he 
really ramped up his research and 
introduced the idea of sinking old 
scows as groynes.  In the interim, he 
was not idle: “We quickly realized 
the erosion problem and began our 
first experimental work in 1933. For 
11 years we built groynes of various 
types until the Federal Govt., took 
over the Guild property in 1944.”

1945-1947 
There were a lot of unused scows, 
and what – and all – he wanted 
was three of them. This involved 
extensive correspondence with 
the CNR and the War Assets 
Corporation. It evolved into a 
three-year project, and the dream 
was stymied by mounting logistical 
and financial complications. A 
disappointed Cark cancelled the 
purchase – and the project –in 1947.

1947-1952 
But Spencer Clark was resolute 
in his pursuit of a solution. His 
integrated plan: development on 
the top, and a beach at the base 
providing water access to his 
preeminent destination point by 
American visitors. Clark undertook 
two sizeable initiatives: secure the 
land for development, and mitigate 
shore erosion. And he was very 
enterprising, exploring a partnership 
with the Toronto Hunt Club and the 
use of materials dredged from the 
Toronto Harbour.

Securing the land was critical — 
Clark was prepared to underwrite 
all costs of beach development if 
he got the land – and he didn’t. He 
continued to pursue this challenge, 
including in 1956, when he  
received a detailed legal  
opinion on the matter.

What he did was buy a scow from 
the Toronto Harbour Commission 
in 1951.  And in November, 1951, he 
built a groyne: “It was 80’ long and 
as the pictures indicate, the beach 
has built up to within 5’ of the end.  
There is thus new beach of 75’ in 
width; and the beach has widened 
for at least 1/3 of a mile to the east.”

But what about the bluffs 
themselves?  The idea of 
development built along the bluffs, 
without shore erosion mitigation, 
could never happen.

Could proper planting at the base 
and on the face slopes save the 
bluffs?  Clark communicated with 
Sheridan Nurseries, The Agricultural 

http://guildwood.on.ca
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College (both in Guelph and at 
Cornell University), the New York 
State College of Agriculture and the 
Dominion Agricultural Experiment 
Station. Clark was advised that even 
for something as sturdy as rosemary 
leaved willow or Dwarf Arctic Willow 
“to wait until erosion has been 
checked by engineering methods.” 
There is no documented evidence 
that any planting ever took place.

In 1952, Clark produced a landmark 
report, “Shore Erosion In The 
Toronto Metropolitan Area.  Toronto 
Island-Toronto Harbour and The 
Scarborough Bluffs” (UofW Box 
104A-12). He took the concept on 
the road to sell it, including to the 
South East Trafalgar Ratepayers 
Association, the Public Utilities 
Commission of Cobourg and the 
Select Committee on Lake Levels in 
the Great Lakes. 

And Clark’s frustrations would not 
abate. His vision of an integrated 
waterfront was becoming a lost 
cause. In a draft memo responding 
to a 1952 City of Toronto report, he 
wrote, “The development of our 
waterfront, in the manner we have 
planned, plus provision for beach 
access and bathing facilities for our 
entire community, all form a vital 
part of our integrated plan. We are 
not inclined to proceed with any 
part of the development without 

the knowledge that we can carry 
forward the entire scheme in an 
integrated manner and with the 
conceptions already evolved for it.” 
This frustration continued: “… there 
comes a point where there is the 
last straw that breaks the camel’s 
back.”

As for securing legal title, after 
a long and drawn out series of 
communications with municipal and 
provincial authorities, the integrated 
development was never built.

1953-1958 
In this next period, there is a lot 
of correspondence with various 
groups that explored construction 
techniques and costs for groynes 
(Russell Construction Limited, 
H.G. Acres & Company Limited, 
Birmingham Construction) and 
ongoing struggles to secure land 
(UofW Box 104A-2). Of note, Clark 
communicated extensively with 
W.E. Bonn who, in 1958, prepared a 
“Preliminary Report on Lake Shore 
Protection in the Guildwood Village 
Development.” Clark maintained 
a torrid research pace, including 
correspondence with the US Army 
Coastal Engineering Research 
Center.

1959-1960 
He simply would not give up.  To 
strengthen his cause and his case, 

he sent a survey on shore erosion 
mitigation to 21 ports/harbours in 
the UK. This would provide him with 
the substance for a presentation 
to a gathering of municipal and 
provincial authorities in  
October 1959.

Enter the Metropolitan Regional 
Conservation Authority. It had 
constituted “a committee to 
investigate the control of the 
Scarborough Bluffs.” It is likely 
that evolved in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Hazel. The Authority 
wanted a setback of 520’ from the 
waterline to the nearest rear lot line. 
Scarborough Council was content 
with a 200’ setback.  

Here is what Clark said: “Having 
carried a ‘one-man campaign’ for 
twenty-five years endeavoring to 
stimulate governmental interest in 
the subject, there is quite a touch 
of irony in the fact that we are the 
first to whom they are now trying 
to dictate new rules. Sensible ones 
would be alright but we are not 
inclined to accept arbitrary ones set 
in ignorance.”

And that’s what phase one of our 
research shows. Stay tuned for what 
happened next (once archives open 
their doors again).

Sketch of unknown source annotated by Spencer Clark. 
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Want To Change Your Life?
Join Me: Let’s Help People Seeking Refuge

Back in 2015, you might have 
read an article in this very 
publication that was the spark for 
the Guildwood Refugee Action 
Committee (GRACE). Back then, 
Allison Murray wrote:

“I would like to ask the citizens 
of our community to step up and 
take on the challenge of offering 
sanctuary and hope to a refugee 
family. No one person can do this 
alone, but as a group we have the 
capacity, skills and resources to be 
able to make a life-altering change 
in the circumstances of at least one 
refugee family.”

Allison was right! Guildwood 
DID have the capacity, skills and 
resources to change lives, and 
over the next few years that is 
exactly what we did! GRACE, and 
its enormous network of caring 
neighbours, including Church of 
the Holy Trinity, sponsored not just 
one, but three families (a total of 
10 people) to Canada. What a joy it 
was to recently celebrate one of the 
families, the Sarhans, who became 
Canadian citizens just  
last December. 

Nadia Heyd | heydrefugehub@gmail.com

I’m so glad to have been a part 
of GRACE’s private sponsorship 
of refugees. It was amazing, life-
changing work – and not just 
life-changing for the people we 
sponsored. It changed my life! 

It was a wonderful way to build 
community right here in Guildwood. 
I met so many great people through 
GRACE who are now more than my 
neighbours, they are my friends.

GRACE also inspired me to keep 
helping refugees. I serve on 
the Board of Directors of AURA, 
a charitable organization that 
facilitates sponsorships, trains 
sponsor groups and aids in the 
resettlement of newcomers. GRACE 
worked with AURA to sponsor the 10 
people we did. Separately, I’m also 
working with a group in Ottawa that 
is sponsoring a family of six. This 
sponsorship will reunite two sisters 
who fled violence in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and have 
not seen each other in more than 
a decade. That is going to be an 
amazing reunion! 

The world is not an easy place for 
refugees. Refugees are people who 

have fled war, violence, conflict or 
persecution and have crossed an 
international border to find safety in 
another country.
	» In 2010, there were 41 million 

forcibly displaced people in the 
world.

	» In 2020, one percent of the 
world’s population is forcibly 
displaced.  

	» That’s 79.5 million people. 
That’s nearly 2x the number 
from 2010.

	» Two thirds of forcibly displaced 
people are from just five war-
torn countries: Syria, Venezuela, 
Afghanistan, South Sudan and 
Myanmar. 

You’ll find these (and other terribly 
depressing stats) at https://www.
unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html.

And, if all of this isn’t bad enough, 
just think of the devastating impacts 
the coronavirus pandemic is having 
for people seeking refuge!

Rather than curse the darkness, I’m 
choosing to light a candle. Every 
action – no matter what size – can 
help! Like our neighbour Allison did 
five years ago, I’m calling out to you, 
my neighbours:  

If you have the heart for this cause, 
and any ability to help, please reach 
out and connect with me. I know of 
a wide range of opportunities where 
we can make a real difference. I 
am sure we can find a way for you 
to help that feels really great. I am 
excited to connect – or re-connect 
– with you so that together we can 
help people seeking refuge. Please 
email me today!

https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html
https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html
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Adventures in Raising  
Butterflies and Moths
Reprinted with permission from 
Beach Metro News. 

How many of you normally love 
the summer for its sunbathing, 
swimming, going to cottages, and 
other hot weather activities? Not 
me!!! I can’t stand the summer heat 
and humidity! I, generally speaking, 
would prefer to just hibernate and 
wait till the late fall to emerge. 

Thankfully, I have discovered 
several activities, which of course 
revolve around animals, to help 
distract me during these sweaty 
months. Today’s story revolves 
around my efforts to hatch and 
release butterflies and moths. 

Last year was my first attempt at 
raising butterflies and this year I 
have expanded to the wonderful 
world of moths. So far I have 
been working with three types of 
moths: polyphemus, prometheus 
and cecropia, and four types of 
butterflies: tiger swallowtails, black 
swallowtails, American ladies and 
monarchs. (I had to print signs of 
each caterpillar’s name so I know 
which one was cecropia and which 
one was prometheus. I can barely 
say the names, let alone spell 
them). Over the last weeks I have 
been spending countless hours 
watching the caterpillars eating and 
growing, methodically documenting 
their transformation into a chrysalis 
or making a cocoon, and then 
observing them slowly emerging 
and needing to be set free. I’m a 
little embarrassed to say that when 
I saw this year’s first cocoon I may 

Ann Brokelman

have put my whole head inside 
the container to get a better look! 
I imagine that’s the sort of moment 
that fuels caterpillar nightmares.

While this has been an amazing 
process, and you may now be 
interested in trying it by yourself 
or with your family, please know 
that each caterpillar requires 
different food and mist sprayed on 
them, and their container needs 
regular cleaning, among other 
specific needs. For example, the 
polyphemus moth will eat oak, 
maple, birch and others, tiger 
swallowtails and prometheus eat 
tulip leaves, and my monarchs 
only eat milkweed. We have huge 
trees in our yard and around the 
neighbourhood so the red maple 
leaves were abundant, but the tulips 
were a bit harder to find. Each leaf 
should be rinsed to remove the 
bugs and dust. I put all my leaves 
in the enclosure wet. With 30+ 
caterpillars, taking care of them 
took longer than making my own 
meals each day. Here is the really 
cool part though: I swear they have 
distinct personalities. Some seemed 
to be waiting for the food and would 
chow down as soon as a leaf was 
put in front of them, others would 
twist backwards to get away  
from me. 

On July 22, 2020, I have my very 
first polyphemus moth.  This was a 
surprise as I was not expecting one 
till August. Now what do I do? Send 
a text to Carol and LivAline asking 
for help. Give me a fox, bird, gull or 
coyote and I know what to do, but 

a moth -- yikessssssssss. The moth 
was so beautiful. Amazing colours, 
very large and only alive for seven 
days to breed and lay eggs. My 
moth was set free. 

Thank you to the people who 
have helped me this year with the 
raising of so many new moths and 
butterflies. Carol Pasternak, who 
literally wrote the book How To 
Raise Monarch Butterflies: A Step 
By Step Guide For Kids, has been 
my go-to person.  Second, my new 
friend LivAline Ringseisen, who 
is in her second year of breeding 
silk moths, has shared her passion 
for cecropia moths with me. 
The members of the Guildwood 
Butterflyway group are always 
there to help and let me release 
butterflies in their stunning gardens. 
Lastly, I have to thank my husband 
for not making a fuss of me using 
the computer room as a butterfly 
hatchery or when the occasional 
butterfly can’t wait till it gets outside 
to start flying and decides to take a 
tour of our home instead.  

This has also been a very exciting 
adventure learning how to do 
macro photography and time lapse 
photography and improving my 
video editing.  If you’d like to watch, 
I created a detailed video of a 
monarch emerging from a chrysalis, 
and you can see it here at this link: 
https://youtu.be/boKDhfMu5tY.

Photos by Ann Brokelman 

https://youtu.be/boKDhfMu5tY
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Photos by Ann Brokelman 



Creative garden  
solutions

416-505-4010
www.greenartlandscapedesign.ca  

LANDSCAPE DESIGN   

 ❦  Master plans for your outdoor  
living spaces

 ❦  Creative make-overs for tired,  
overgrown gardens

 ❦  Scaled drawings for the  
construction of pools, patios  
and walkways

 ❦  Project supervision for the  
do-it-yourselfers

 ❦ Seasonal container planting

 Welcoming you Back!
Grooming 

Grooming is available by appointment only.  
Please call or text to book your appointment. 

Retail 
Our retail store is open with a few restrictions. 

Visit our website for more details.

For more details on our opperating procedures please visit our site:  
www.muddypawsintheguild.ca/covid19

Serving the Guild and the surrounding area 
for over 25 years!

123 Guildwood Parkway  
416 724 1637 | www.muddypawsintheguild.ca 

Specializing in Pet Food and Grooming

Call or text Kristin at (416) 949-4886 (eTransfer/cash) 
or go to SPROUTGROWERS.STORE (credit card). 

Sprouter Kit includes 1 LB certified organic mung beans.
FAST + FREE, contact-less delivery to your door! 

Tony Hornick Sprout Grower

1 LB CERTIFIED ORGANIC
MUNG BEANS INCLUDED

$39
+HST

FREE, FAST + SAFE SHIPPING TO GUILDWOOD

Grow a fresh supply
of green, living food,
in your own home
for pennies a day!

http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca


Summer 2020 - 21

Autumn Gardening

After the hot and humid days this 
summer, I have to admit that I am 
almost ready for fall. Almost. With 
our summer gardens beginning to 
look a bit tired, it’s time to think 
about what we can do in the fall to 
get ready for winter as well as next 
spring. Our gardening practices are 
changing as we learn more about 
the importance of gardening with 
purpose – that is, gardening with  
a healthy ecosystem in mind.  
The following tips will help  
you plan ahead.

Plant in the fall 
September is around the corner, 
and is an ideal time to plant native 
trees, shrubs and perennials. The 
sunny and warm fall days give your 
new plants time to establish strong 
root systems before winter sets in. 
Strong root systems will provide the 
plants with a good head start when 
spring arrives. 

The seeds of many native 
perennials require a period of cold 
stratification, meaning they like to 
stay outdoors through the winter. 
Therefore, if you are planning on 
using seeds instead of plants, do 
what nature does and plant them 
in late October or early November. 

Allison Murray

Then it will be cold enough to 
prevent germination. Actually 
“planting” is not quite the right 
word: “throwing” would be better!

Leave stems and seed heads up 
Fall clean-up is easy when you 
garden with the birds and bees 
in mind. Leaving the seed heads 
of coneflowers and other native 
perennials feeds the birds over 
winter. Flowering plants with hollow 
or pithy stems provide ideal nesting 
places for many solitary native 
bees who use the stems as nests to 
survive the winter, either as adults 
or in the larval stage. Don’t forget 
that 70% of our native bees nest in 
the ground, so make sure you leave 
some bare spots in your garden 
to provide nesting sites. In the 
spring, the next generation of bees 
emerges over the months of April, 
May and June. So if you can bear 
it, leave those stems alone as long 
as possible and don’t mulch your 
garden beds.

Local sources of native plants 
Gardening with native plants is 
becoming more and more popular 
as awareness of their importance 
to our ecosystem grows. They are 
still hard to find in retail nurseries, 

but availability is slowly improving.
This year, Loblaw’s Real Canadian 
Superstores, working with In the 
Zone, a program of the World 
Wildlife Fund and Carolinian 
Canada (https://inthezonegardens.
ca/) began carrying native plants. 
A local nursery, We Got Plants 
(http://wegotplants.com/index.html) 
(formerly Gurr’s on North Livingston 
Road) carried native plants this 
spring and will likely carry more next 
year. Native Plants in Claremont 
(http://www.nativeplants.ca/) is 
probably the best known and is a 
short country drive away in Whitby. 
They are able to provide a lot of 
advice for new native  
plant enthusiasts. 

Many local gardeners are also 
willing to share seeds or seedlings, 
so check out the Facebook group 
for Guildwood Butterflyway and 
Pollinator Gardens or Guildwood 
Village Plant Exchange.

Join the Guildwood Butterflyway 
Project 
The Guildwood Butterflyway Project 
is a national project of the David 
Suzuki Foundation that started in 
2018. This year the Butterflyways 
have expanded to over 250 
schools across the country as well 
as countless private gardens. You 
can participate in your own way by 
planting for pollinators and creating 
a healthy habitat in your own garden 
for birds, bees, butterflies and 
other critters (including humans!). 
More information is available by 
visiting the David Suzuki Foundation 
website at https://davidsuzuki.org/
take-action/act-locally/butterflyway/
scarborough-guildwood/ or by 
contacting Allison Murray by email 
at gwbutterflyway@gmail.com.

Photo by Ann Brokelman

http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GuildwoodButterflywayProject
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GuildwoodButterflywayProject
https://www.facebook.com/groups/221351771690119
https://www.facebook.com/groups/221351771690119
https://davidsuzuki.org/take-action/act-locally/butterflyway/scarborough-guildwood/
https://davidsuzuki.org/take-action/act-locally/butterflyway/scarborough-guildwood/
https://davidsuzuki.org/take-action/act-locally/butterflyway/scarborough-guildwood/
mailto:gwbutterflyway@gmail.com


 
 

We, at Holy Trinity, Guildwood are a caring, open-hearted community  
who dream, pray and work with Jesus for a loving, equitable and peaceful world. 

 
 

 
 

Back to Church Sunday Celebration 
Sunday, September 20, 2020 

8am – Quiet Traditional Prayer Service 
 

10:30am – Modern Worship Service with  
Guest Speaker: Bishop Kevin Robertson,  

Special Music, Youth & Young Adult Program 
(Activities – Games – Crafts) 

You are invited to enjoy online 
Sunday worship at Church of the  
Holy Trinity, Guildwood’s YouTube 
Channel.                              

 

Pray – Support – Comfort – Encourage  
Physical Distancing Need Not Mean Faith Distancing 

 
 

Save the Date for our Annual Fall Event 

Saturday, November 7, 2020  

Trivia, Silent Auction and More 

                                       

 

http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca


Living Green
I would like to give a big thank you 
to those in the community that put 
together “Guildwood on the Curb.” 
It’s an amazing initiative to keep 
our “not wants” from the landfill 
and provide others with treasures. 
Also, to all those who participated 
in this adventure, I wanted to say 
that hopefully this endeavour will 
continue after the coronavirus 
pandemic is over.

Kathleen Wolfe

I have also been giving some 
thought to how I can cut waste 
in our homes and I found a few 
interesting ideas.
	» For clean up: Buy soap, 

shampoo and conditioner in 
bars.

	» For water supply: carry a 
refillable water bottle.

	» Buy biodegradable bags.

	» Cut the use of cling film by 
replacing it with greaseproof 
paper or a reusable beeswax 
wrap.

	» Get your milk in glass bottles, 
which can be returned and 
reused.

That’s all for now folks.

http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
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Friends of  
Guildwood Village Park
Guildwood Village Park is a long 
meandering green space that 
connects Livingston, Nuffield, 
Somerdale, Regency, Wythenshawe 
and the north part of Toynbee. It is 
a main thoroughfare for kids going 
to Guildwood Public School and 
St. Ursula Separate School. It is a 
favourite route for dog-walkers, 
casual walkers, cyclists and anyone 
from that part of Guildwood on their 
way to the plaza. 

Guildwood Village Park has long 
been considered “parkland” as 
opposed to an actual park – 
probably due to its unusual shape. 
We felt that it has been very much 
misunderstood and needed a group 
of “Friends” to make sure it receives 
the TLC it deserves. Our group was 
founded several years ago for the 
purpose of liaising with the City’s 
various departments responsible for 
maintenance, waste management, 
forestry and parks & recreation. 

During the past couple of years, 
we have worked with the City on 
several projects which have either 
been completed, are scheduled 
for implementation, or are under 
consideration. Examples of such:

The design of the new playground 
equipment, which is located 
between the two schools near the 
Livingston entrance to the park 
(completed).
	» The installation of 10 new 

benches – three more than 
originally planned (completed).

	» Resurfacing of a section of the 
pathway from Wythenshawe to 
Regency (completed).

	» Relocation of waste/recycling 

Tracey Goddard, Founder, Friends of Guildwood Village Park

receptacles to more appropriate 
locations (completed).

	» A new set of waste/recycling 
receptacles located at the 
Toynbee park entrance 
(completed).

	» The introduction of green bins 
to the park (completed). Dog 
poop is recyclable, so why not? 

	» The identification of sections 
of the path (one area in 
particular) that are susceptible 
to puddling and then icing 
over during the winter months, 
making for hazardous walking 
conditions (three major sections 
completed).

	» The need to take down several 
ash trees that have not survived 
in spite of ongoing treatment, 
and before they become 
dangerous (the only question is 
when).

	» The planting of more 
significantly sized trees in 
order to begin replacing the 
canopy that was lost to the 
ash borer, and to the ice storm 
of December 2013 (under 
consideration).

One major concern our group 
has presented to the City is the 
condition of the “Naturalized Area” 
which was planted several years 
ago adjacent to the Regency park 
entrance. It has never been properly 
maintained and has become 
infested with weeds and several 
invasive plant species, including 
dog-strangling vine. 

A survey conducted by our group 
last year showed that 86% of local 
respondents were dissatisfied 
with the condition of this area. The 

City will not return this area to the 
treed and landscaped state it was 
prior to the ash borer devastation. 
They have insisted it is to remain a 
“Naturalized Area.” Our goal is to 
work with the City to strategize a 
management plan for the area that 
will satisfy the City’s desire to create 
additional natural habitat, as well as 
to satisfy the community’s wish to 
have a safe and attractive park.  

Initial discussions with the City have 
resulted in a number of possible 
ideas for the area such as:
	» Remove undesirable weeds and 

plants and continue to do so.
	» Plant additional wildflowers.
	» Plant large trees adjacent to 

and in the area to accelerate 
the growth of a canopy which 
in time will help to reduce the 
weeds. 

	» Create a path going through it, 
with educational, interpretive 
signage.

	» Install decorative fencing to 
better define the area.

Again, these are just some ideas 
that have been floated out there. 
Some may or may not be practical. 
We will continue our discussions 
with the City before the summer 
ends.

A topic that we will be bringing to 
the City’s attention is the presence 
and the spreading of two very 
invasive species of weeds in the 
park. 

One is Atropa Belladonna, 
commonly known as Deadly 
Nightshade. It is a poisonous 
perennial herbaceous plant. The 
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foliage and berries are extremely 
toxic when ingested, and can cause 
delirium and hallucinations. With 
so many curious young children 
passing through the park every day, 
it is important to get rid of this stuff.

The other is Japanese Knotwood. 
It forms thick, dense colonies 
that completely crowd out any 
other herbaceous species and is 
now considered one of the worst 
invasive exotic species. Its stalks 

resemble bamboo, and it has a large 
underground network of roots. To 
eradicate the plant the roots need 
to be killed. Japanese Knotwood 
would not be a welcome addition 
to anyone’s garden. It can be found 
along the fencing of some Nuffield 
backyards that border the park.  

Please check out the Friends of 
Guildwood Village Park site to learn 
more about these invasive plants at 
www.shorturl.at/qBCP7. 

The FOGVP has no budget or 
source of income, so we must 
work within these constraints. 
Our strength is our passion for 
exploring any and all opportunities 
for improvement, which will 
make spending time in our quirky 
little park a safe and enjoyable 
experience. If you are interested in 
joining us, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out.



HEAT IN STYLE

Abbey Lane Plaza
65 Rylander Blvd.
416.283.2783
Mon-Fri 10-7
Sat-Sun 10-5

www.classicfireplace.ca

Your Local Fireplace Shop

http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
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Will They Ever Get the Message? 

It’s been quite a few issues since 
I’ve had a message keyed for N&V 
(try a keyboard with big paws).

After many long, serious discussions 
with my four legged pals (something 
like a City meeting without silos), 
we’ve decided to give those 
“owners/walkers” the benefit of the 
doubt that they may have forgotten 
the “bags for poop”.*

Getting the message to our owners 
was the easy part. They agreed to 
a solution (thanks Nancy) to install 
Poop bag holders along the path in 
Guildwood Village Park. I just came 
back from the installation phase 
and there are now five holders 
from Livingston Road to the north 
Toynbee exit/entrance. My pals 
reading this sermon – please inform 
your owner/walker the excuse of 
forgetting a bag no longer works.

Please keep our parks clean – have 
your poop picked up and deposited 
in the green bins where available.

*Or, as my owner calls them, “gift 
bags.”

Harley
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What’s On @ Guildwood Library  
Matthew Parish, Guildwood Library 

Guildwood Library 
416-396-8872

Tuesday 12:30 – 8:30 
Wednesday 10:00 – 6:00 
Thursday 12:30 – 8:30 
Friday  10:00 – 6:00 
Saturday 9:00 – 5:00

Please go to www.tpl.ca for more 
information about our reopening 
plans and updates.

Recommended Books from 
Guildwood Staff
	» Matthew recommends: 

Hope Rides Again by Andrew 
Shaffer

	» Ruth recommends: 
Omens by Kelley Armstrong

	» Othilie recommends: 
Strange Planet by Nathan Pyle

	» Helen recommends: 
The Complete Light Kitchen by 
Rose Reisman

	» Regina recommends: 
Instant Pot Soups by Alexis 
Mersel

	» Des’Ree recommends: 
Days by André Alexis

	» Margot recommends: 
The Glass Hotel by Emily St. 
John Mandel

   

JOHN  
MCKAY 

 
Constituency Office 

 

3785 Kingston Road, Unit 10 
Scarborough, On M1J 3H4 

(416) 283 1226 
www.jmckay.liberal.ca 

john.mckay.c1@parl.gc.ca 

http://www.tpl.ca
http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
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Update from  
Guild Festival Theatre 
It’s fair to say that our first season 
as Co-Artistic Directors hasn’t gone 
exactly as we’d imagined!

But in a strange way, that’s kind 
of business-as-usual for Guild 
Festival Theatre. OK – not the 
global pandemic part, but GFT 
has certainly faced its share of 
challenges over the years and 
thanks to the incredible support 
of the Guildwood community, we 
always bounce back.

This past year in particular has 
been a tumultuous one, starting 
with our own last-minute addition 
to the “Anne” team which turned 
into appointments as Co-Artistic 
Directors. We embarked on a bold 
new vision for an expanded season 
of programming for the company 
and at the same time experienced 
an almost complete turnover of the 
board of directors. Even without a 
new virus sweeping the world, 2020 
would’ve gone down as a big one 
for GFT.

We are incredibly grateful to the 
people on the outgoing board who 
have shepherded the company 
through several turbulent years. The 
board that has steered GFT since 
2015 has done tremendous work 
and though they will be missed, 
they have mentored and prepared 
the incoming board and we’re 
looking forward to introducing you 
to the new team!

Maybe it’s because we were 
already in the middle of a transition 
that the challenges of the current 
situation presented themselves as 
creative opportunities. Instead of 

Helen Juvonen & Tyler J. Seguin, Co-Artistic Directors of Guild Festival Theatre

throwing up our hands and waiting 
out the storm, we waded in with a 
season of summer programming 
that completely reimagined 
what kind of work Guild Festival 
Theatre is capable of. These 
touring performances on lawns 
and driveways may look different 
than a typical GFT production but 
they have all the heart, joy and 
imagination that you’d expect to see 
lighting up the Greek Theatre.

We are also inspired by the 
support given to us by our friends 
in Guildwood as we’ve tried 
something completely new. Whether 
participating in a survey, sharing 
our online messages or offering up 
lawns and driveways for pop-up 
performances, we know that our 
supporters are with us while we 
navigate these challenging times.

The year ahead is going to be 
particularly hard for all live theatre 
companies. We know how much 
GFT means to the Guildwood 
community and we are committed to 
making sure it comes back from this 
crisis stronger than ever. We are so 
grateful to our donors and sponsors 
who have stuck with us and helped 
make Beyond the Stage happen.

Thank you again for all of your 
support! We look forward to 
welcoming you to the park in 2021 
for our 10th Anniversary Season 
when we plan to present Alice in 
Wonderland & Salt-Water Moon in 
their entirety.
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Are You Eligible for  
Free Tax Help? 
Taxes! Have I got your attention 
now? 

Even in a pandemic, our individual 
tax returns still need to be filed. 
Although the deadline for filing 
taxes was extended to June 1, many 
Canadians have been delayed in 
doing their taxes this year -- and 
indeed, many file throughout the 
year regardless of whether or not 
there’s a pandemic going on. 

If you need help completing your 
tax return, you may be able to get 
it done for free by volunteers at 
a free tax clinic. These clinics are 
where eligible people can go to get 
their simple tax returns done at no 
cost. They are hosted by community 
organizations across Canada 
through the Community Volunteer 
Income Tax Program (CVITP).

Due to COVID-19, these in-person 
free tax clinics have evolved into 
virtual tax clinics to help people 
complete tax returns while still 
following physical distancing 
guidelines. Volunteers are 
now completing taxes free, by 
videoconference or by phone. 

Eligible people have a modest 
income and a simple tax situation. 
Modest means your family yearly 
income is below the following 
amounts:
	» Single adult family = max. 

$35,000/year;
	» Married/common law couple 

family = max. $45,000/year (add 
$2,500 to the married family 
max. for each dependent in  
the family). 

Kelly Cole

Please note that some local 
community organizations have 
different income thresholds which 
can be more lenient.

In general, your tax situation is 
simple if you have no income or 
if your income comes from any of 
these sources:
	» employment
	» pension
	» benefits such as the Canada 

Pension Plan, disability 
insurance, employment 
insurance and social assistance

	» registered retirement savings 
plans (RRSPs)

	» support payments
	» scholarships, fellowships, 

bursaries or grants
	» interest (under $1,000)

Your tax situation is not simple  
if you:
	» are self-employed or have 

employment expenses (i.e. 
Income from UBER driving)

	» have business or rental income 
and expenses

	» have capital gains or losses
	» filed for bankruptcy in the tax 

year (or the year before, if that 
return has not yet been filed)

	» are completing a tax return for a 
deceased person

How do I know so much about 
CVITP? First, all this information is 
on the Canada Revenue Agency 
website at https://www.canada.ca/
en/revenue-agency/services/tax/
individuals/community-volunteer-

income-tax-program/need-a-hand-
complete-your-tax-return.html, 
and second, I have volunteered 
with CVITP for over 15 years with 
various community organizations in 
Scarborough. 

As a volunteer, I like helping people 
file their taxes and ensuring their 
benefits will carry on for another 
year. This is a greatly needed 
service for many in our community 
and this type of volunteering is very 
rewarding. Completing taxes by 
videoconference or over the phone 
has been a huge challenge and 
learning curve for me personally 
and also for the organizations that 
offer this. Nevertheless, the end 
result is that the taxes are getting 
filed and benefits will continue.

I currently volunteer with 
Woodgreen Community Services, 
which facilitates a virtual tax clinic. 
When I checked the Canada 
Revenue Agency website, there 
were a few other organizations in 
Scarborough operating virtual tax 
clinics. So, if you are eligible and 
have a simple tax situation, this 
article may have been worth  
the read!

@JohnMcKayLib /@johnmckaymp @honjohnmckaymp 
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Community Police Liaison  
Committee (CPLC) Report 
There have been no meetings of the 
CPLC since February, but contact 
has been kept up with 43 Division. 
The following comments from the 
Division reflect the current status of 
things as of the time of writing (July 
2020).

“We have seen a significant 
reduction in our calls for service, but 
no doubt that will begin to increase 
again as things return to normal.”

“We have not seen any specific 
scams recently. Though, when you 
look through the Canadian Anti-
Fraud Centre’s list, they literally 

GVCA Board

have the scams listed from A to 
Z. There are a number of them 
that you might find interesting.” 
The following link will bring you to 
their list: https://antifraudcentre-
centreantifraude.ca/scams-fraudes/
azindex-eng.htm.

There have been some incidents 
featured on social media, and they 
have not always been brought 
to the attention of 43 Division. 
However, arrests have been made 
in bicycle thefts. The police find 
it frustrating to recover stolen 
bikes just to find that some are not 
registered. In these cases, they 

can’t return them to their owners. 
Bikes can be registered by following 
the link at https://bike.torontopolice.
on.ca/BicycleRegistry/. 

Another message from 43 Division 
serves to remind us that traffic 
crimes come at a cost to society. 
They devastate more Canadian 
families and inflict more physical 
insult than all other crimes 
combined. Why don’t we take this 
seriously? Drive safe, don’t drink 
and drive, don’t drive while high, 
remember that speed kills and don’t 
get distracted by your phone.

Guildwood Residents Sew “Scrub Bags” and 
More for Scarborough Health Network Workers 

Donna West and Linda Cupples 
wanted to give back to their 
community and help fight the 
pandemic. The idea came from 
Linda’s daughter, Karen McCready, 
who knew of a friend making  
“scrub bags” for nurses. These 
 bags allow healthcare workers to 
safely remove and store their  
scrubs before going home.

The scrub bag initiative came to 
SHN when a Centenary volunteer 
connected Donna with the Manager 
of the Volunteer Services, Florence 
Edebiri. SHN graciously embraced 
the scrub bag initiative and enlisted 
volunteers to sew bags as well.  

Michelle Waitzman

The scrub bag initiative became 
such a success that Donna and 
Linda were asked to make head 
covers with buttons (to hook masks 
on), ear savers and mask mates. 
Both ladies agreed and proceeded 
with sewing the new items.

With the overwhelming response 
from SHN, Donna and Linda began 
to run out of materials. Donna 
reached out to her neighbours 
at the Gates of Guildwood and 
requested materials for the bags, 
mask mates and headcovers. Donna 
received an impressive donation 
of elastics, linens, thread, machine 
needles and buttons.

Donna and Linda will continue to 
support the initiative until there is 
no longer a need. This initiative 
would not have been possible 
without the charitable support of 
the following individuals: Karen 
McCready, Angela Auchincloss, 
Lynda Seaton, Karen Manuel, Dawna 
Barrett, Peggy Simionati and the 
many residents of The Gates of 
Guildwood, who have given so 
generously.

https://antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/scams-fraudes/azindex-eng.htm
https://antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/scams-fraudes/azindex-eng.htm
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https://bike.torontopolice.on.ca/BicycleRegistry/
https://bike.torontopolice.on.ca/BicycleRegistry/


AVON 

Everything You Need Is In this Brochure…. Well 
Almost Everything 

When you get your brochure, you get access to your 
everyday products like: 

• Deodorant, Soap, Shower gels and Body Scrubs 
• Salon-quality shampoos & conditioner 
• Hair color and root touch-up kits  
• High quality skincare and sheet masks 
• Even some household items….and more!! 

 
All WITHOUT leaving your house 

OR waiting in ridiculously long 
lines! 

YES! Vegan, as well as sulfate and 
paraben free products are available!  

 
Call o r Text 647.983.2606 to get 

your brochure in your mailbox or email 
ineedavon@hotmail.com 
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Diversions
Don Briggs

Answer Key


