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President’s 
Message

As we approach the end of 2020, 
we can all agree that this has 
been no ordinary year. Guildwood 
has missed out on so many of our 
community traditions: no GVCA 
door-to-door membership drive, 
no garage sale day, no Guildwood 
Day and BBQ. Each of our public 
schools have had to cancel their 
great events too. These events are 
important to maintaining our sense 
of community and we will certainly 
look forward to getting back to 
normal as soon as we safely can.

We all miss the joy of large 
gatherings of family and friends. 
While in some cases people are 
finding innovative ways to hold 
events safely, many of us have 
missed or have had to postpone 
important life events, vacations, 
graduations, weddings, family 
reunions, funerals and more. 

As I write this piece, the second 
wave is now upon us in Toronto 
and the resulting return to stage 
2 restrictions will continue to play 
on our anxieties. As the pandemic 
continues, greater focus is being 
placed on mental health issues 
that follow from reduced social 
interaction. It is important to 
recognize these are very  
real challenges. 

Recognizing the need to support 
residents, the City has developed 
specific supports available through 
their website https://www.toronto.
ca/home/covid-19/. The links there 
provide access to an extended 
range of coping and mental health 
supports. All are free and many 
are text-based self-help tools. The 
first topic-specific page starts with 
a short piece reassuring us that 
in times like these “it’s OK not to 
feel OK” and that “many people 
may feel sad, stressed, anxious, 
confused, scared or angry during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. These are 
normal and common responses to 
unexpected or stressful situations.” 

In addition, the City provides 
timely and fact-based updates 
on the pandemic through our 
City Councillors, so if you haven’t 
already done so, please sign up  
to get regular COVID-19  
updates from Councillor Ainslie or 
Councillor McKelvie. 

For Ward 24 (west of Morningside) 
you can sign up for Paul Ainslie’s 
newsletters at: https://paulainslie.
com/forms/modules/form_builder/
published/WardReportSignUp.php.

For Ward 25 (east of Morningside) 
you can sign up for Jennifer 
McKelvie’s newsletters using the 
link at the bottom of her websitee 
at: https://www.jennifermckelvie.ca/.

I encourage you to stay informed, 
to stay healthy and to make use of 
the supports that the City has made 
available to us.

Jim Whitney

President,  
Guildwood Village Community 
Association 

president@guildwood.on.ca

 
2020 Membership Thank You

I wanted to thank those of you 
that have gone out of your way to 
purchase a 2020 membership over 
the past few months through our 
website or through one of our local 
business partners. While many costs 
have been avoided, the GVCA still 
has costs like insurance and printing 
that have continued, so your 
membership means a lot.   

I also want to thank Bryan Moore 
of Valu-mart and Timo Puhakka 
of Guildwood Physiotherapy 
for making GVCA memberships 
available through their businesses 
again in 2020. We have really 
appreciated your support!

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/
https://paulainslie.com/forms/modules/form_builder/published/WardReportSignUp.php
https://paulainslie.com/forms/modules/form_builder/published/WardReportSignUp.php
https://paulainslie.com/forms/modules/form_builder/published/WardReportSignUp.php
https://www.jennifermckelvie.ca/
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Dear Guildwood Neighbours,

I hope everyone is doing well and 
staying healthy. I want to thank 
everyone for your efforts during 
this very difficult time. It is very 
important for all of us to the best of 
our ability to follow the mandatory 
physical distancing bylaw and 
the new mandatory mask or face 
covering bylaw!

As the virus continues to circulate 
in the community, it is vital that 
we are all reminded to adhere to 
Toronto Public Heath’s advice to 
practice physical distancing, wash 
hands often and wear a mask or 
face covering where mandatory or 
when physical distancing cannot 
be maintained. Toronto Public 
Health also encourages residents 
to download the COVID Alert app, 
which can help notify individuals 
who are exposed to COVID-19 in the 
community.

Because when we shine, our city 
shines. And when we do the things 
we love, we #ShowLoveTO

As part of the new initiative 
#ShowLoveTO – BigArtTO brings 
illuminated art to life. 

Explore artwork across the city! 
Experience art illuminated at 
BigArtTO, a city-wide public art 
celebration featuring free access 
to over 200 hours of temporary 
public artworks projected onto local 
buildings and landmarks. Created 
by Toronto artists, the projections 
will play in each of Toronto’s Wards. 
Ward 24 – Scarborough-Guildwood 
is on November 25–28, 2020, 
6–9 p.m. at Meadowglen Place, 2 
Meadowglen Pl. South Wall (can be 
seen from Markham Road).

Community Updates:

Guildwood Parkway at Prince 
Philip Boulevard. I have asked 
our Transportation Services staff 
to review the turn on Guildwood 
Parkway descending from Kingston 
Road towards Prince Philip 
Boulevard as there are too many 
motor vehicle accidents taking 
place along this stretch of roadway. 
Damage to the guardrails along 
Guildwood Parkway occurred due 
to a vehicle accident which took 
place last month. Repairs have been 
made to the guard rails and a new 
20km/hr speed limit sign has been 
installed. I would like to remind 
everyone to drive safe and be 
cautious of your surroundings.

Pedestrian crosswalk at Dearham 
Wood & Schubert Drive was 
completed and activated in August 
2020.

Traffic control signal at Morningside 
Avenue and Cumber/Fordover 
is currently being designed and 
tendered. Construction for this 
project is scheduled in 2021. 

Toronto Hydro has completed a 
lighting assessment for Catalina 
Drive and has discovered this area 
needs new lighting. This has been 
issued for construction and new 
lights are being added.

Toronto Hydro is planning to 
rebuild and relocate the overhead 
and underground electrical systems 
in this area: Greenvale Terrace 
(North), Galloway Road (East), 
Scarborough Golf Club Road (West), 
and Westlake Road (South). This 
is a customer connection project 
that just began; the forecasted 
completion time in October 2020.

TRCA staff started removing 
46 trees, all under 10cm in size, 
along the TRCA access road at 
241 Galloway. All tree clearing and 
tree pruning works to facilitate the 
user access and garbage collection 
started this summer by TRCA. Urban 
Forestry Renewal will complete 
compensation plantings at a nearby 
location after, which will meet or 
exceed compensation requirements.

The Rotary Club of Scarborough 
is presenting The Rotary Tree of 
Remembrance at the Church of 
the Holy Trinity, Guildwood from 
Dec. 11–24, 2020 on the front lawn. 
Yellow remembrance ribbons will 
be available locally in Guildwood 
by Rotarians. The Remembrance 
ribbons represent your personalized 
names and messages honouring the 
loss of loved ones, remembering 
loved ones unable to be with us this 
year and giving thanks to special 
frontline workers who have shown 
great dedication during COVID-19. 
Contributions/donations will be 
used locally. For any questions 
or further details please email: 
sheehantpa@hotmail.com.

For any municipal issue, please call 
me at 416-396-7222 or email me at 
councillor_ainslie_co@toronto.ca

Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year,

Paul

 

Councillor Paul W. Ainslie 
City of Toronto Councillor 
Ward 24 Scarborough-Guildwood 
 
Chair, General Government and Licensing Committee 
Chair, Board of Management of the Toronto Zoo 

 
Email: councillor_ainslie@toronto.ca 
Website: www.paulainslie.com 

 Councillor Paul Ainslie Scarborough-Guildwood 
 Ward 24 Scarborough-Guildwood 
  @Ainslie_ward24 

 

 Constituency Office 
Scarborough Civic Centre 

150 Borough Drive 
Scarborough, ON M1P 4N7 

Tel:  416-396-7222 

 Toronto City Hall 
100 Queen Street West, Suite C52 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 
Tel:   416-392-4008 
Fax:  416-392-4006 
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Dear Guildwood Neighbours, 
 

I hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy. 
 

I want to thank everyone for your efforts during this very difficult time. It is very important for all of us to the best of our 
ability to follow the mandatory physical distancing bylaw and the new mandatory mask or face covering bylaw! 
 

The Province of Ontario authorized the City of Toronto to enter into stage 3 on July 31. I would like to remind everyone to 
stay aware of all new municipal and provincial regulations. While Toronto residents may participate in social gatherings of 
up to 50 people indoor and up to 100 people outdoor, it is important to keep in mind that these gatherings remain subject 
to physical distancing requirements and face covering by-law.  Please continue to keep updated on COVID19 at 
toronto.ca/COVID19 or PublicHealth@toronto.ca 
 

Toronto City Council unanimously approves RapidTO bus lanes to improve reliability and capacity on Eglinton 
Avenue East – to be operational Fall 2020 
The installation of priority bus lanes on the Eglinton East corridor is part of RapidTO a network of transit priority corridors 
across the city. Improved reliability and increased capacity of bus routes in the RapidTO network will result in a faster 
more reliable commute, which will improve access to employment, healthcare and community services. 
 
Eglinton East is among the TTC’s most heavily used corridors and, during the COVID-19 pandemic, continues to play a 
significant role in moving people around the city. It emerged as the top candidate for the accelerated installation of priority 
bus lanes based on an assessment of several factors including improvement to transit reliability, available right-of-way 
and considerations for transportation equity and inclusion of Neighbourhood Improvement Areas. 
 

The CaféTO program aims to provide more outdoor dining areas to help restaurants and bars create physical distancing 
for patrons on patios CaféTO was approved by City Council on June 29, 2020. 
 

The Toronto Zoo is back! All Tickets are Timed and Must be Pre-Booked www.torontozoo.com/welcomeback 
 

The Guild Alive with Culture Online 2020 Festival 
Due to COVID-19 2020 Festival is an ONLINE event only. The Guild Alive with Culture Festival Committee is 
proud to support all our artisan artists who have over the years made our festival one of the best events in 
Southern Ontario. Please join us to make your purchases and support them. www.guildalivewithculture.ca 
 

Community Update: 
 

BikeShareTO Stations in Ward 24 Scarborough-Guildwood  
BikeShareTO has launched satellite pilot areas, including our community. With two locations Guildwood: Guildwood GO 
Station (North and South), Livingston Road at Guildwood Parkway and at Highland Creek Trail, and Morningside Park. 
 

Pedestrian Crosswalk, electrical and civil work at Dearham Wood & Schubert Drive are currently in progress. The 
hydro connection has been made; activation is expected in August 2020.  
 

Traffic Control Signal at Morningside Avenue and Cumber/Fordover are currently being tendered. Construction for 
this project is scheduled in 2021. 
 

Traffic Control Signal at Morningside Avenue and Cumber/Fordover work is to commence in late 2020 with 
completion in 2021. Originally a request for an enhanced pedestrian crosswalk was made, but due to the width of the 
street and vehicle speed traffic, traffic lights are better suited. 
 

For any municipal issue, you can reach me by telephone at 416-396-7222 or email me 
at councillor_ainslie_co@toronto.ca 
 

All my Best, 
Paul 

http://www.omniworxinc.ca/gvca
mailto:sheehantpa@hotmail.com


Post Surgical Recovery
After discharge from hospital, many patients should be referred to a rehabilitation 
hospital or clinic to regain strength and return to independent functioning. It is very 
important that Physiotherapy begin as soon as possible after surgery to ensure a 
prompt recovery.

In our clinic we see patients after various types of orthopaedic surgeries, such as 
Rotator Cuff tears, Anterior Cruciate Ligament repairs, total and partial knee and hip 
replacements, back, foot, and hand surgeries, etc. Appointments are usually 
available in a day or two.

Our Physiotherapists follow standard treatment protocols or work closely with the 
surgeon's specific protocol for recovery. Passive exercises and gentle mobilization 
techniques are used first, and exercises are later introduced to gradually strengthen 
and return full function.

The exercise program is gradually increased based on the healing time of that 
particular surgery. We find that using modalities such as laser, ultrasound and 
Electro-Accuscope help to heal and repair the wound faster with less pain. Our 
treatments typically last from 45 minutes to 1-1/2 hours, depending on the 
condition being treated.
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Local Guildwood Residents 
Thank Frontline Workers
After Guildwood resident Don 
Briggs heard about an initiative in 
Ajax to thank the staff at a long-
term care facility by providing a nice 
Italian dinner, he related this story 
to a few of his neighbours. One of 
them, Cam Sambourne, decided that 
something similar should be done 
in Guildwood—not only for staff at 
Guildwood Extendicare, but also the 
staff at Valu-mart.

As an essential service, Valu-mart 
has implemented many COVID-19 
precautionary measures. The 
cashiers, stock personnel and 
administrative workers have 
continued to work, and are at much 
greater risk than those of us who 
have stayed at home. 

Guildwood Extendicare has been 
hit hard by COVID-19. By early July, 

the facility had suffered 48 resident 
deaths and many more cases of 
COVID-19 among residents and 
staff. This situation has made it very 
stressful for the doctors, nurses, 
PSWs and the rest of the  
employees to walk through  
those doors every day. 

Cam got several Guildwood 
neighbours to each throw a few 
dollars into the pot. Then they 
convinced more to do the same. 
In no time they had raised enough 
money to buy a $10 Tim Hortons 
gift card for each of Valu-mart’s 
57 employees, and to supply 
Extendicare with several urns of 
Tim Hortons coffee along with a few 
dozen donuts, Timbits and pastries. 
Jyothi Jame, supervisor at Tim’s in 
the plaza, kindly donated additional 
coffee and donuts as well. 

The items were delivered to both 
facilities on Saturday, May 16, 
and both were thrilled to receive 
the cards and the goodies. More 
importantly, they were ecstatic 
to realize that their efforts and 
sacrifices had been recognized. 
Cam, and those who contributed, 
figured it was a small token of 
appreciation for the necessary 
services these people have 
been providing to the Guildwood 
community during this difficult time.

COVID-19 could be with us for a 
while yet. We can never say thank 
you to these frontliners enough. 
There have been many acts of 
kindness by Guildwood residents. 
Don and Cam hope that this story 
will inspire even more. 

The Knotty Knitters
During these difficult times, the 
Guildwood Knotty Knitters decided 
to knit a blanket of HOPE. The 
squares were knit by members 
and then put together in this lovely 
symbol of our hope that all our 
lives will return to normal soon. 
The yarn for this project, as with all 
our projects, was donated by our 
community. Many thanks.
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The Rotary Tree of Remembrance

The Rotary Club of Scarborough 
presents The Rotary Tree of 
Remembrance at the Church of the 
Holy Trinity, Guildwood.  

The Rotary Tree of Remembrance 
gives members of our community 
an opportunity to remember a 
departed loved one, a loved one 
who cannot be with us this holiday 
season due to travel restrictions or 
as a way of honouring and giving 
thanks to frontline workers who 
have shown great dedication during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Rotary invites you to take a few 
minutes to write your message 
on yellow ribbons as a way of 
pressing the “pause button” and 
remembering your loved ones at 

a very special and family-focused 
time of year. These ribbons will be 
added to the tree on the Church 
front lawn by local Rotarians. Each 
ribbon represents someone’s very 
special memory. The yellow ribbon 
has always been known as a symbol 
of remembrance and is also one of 
the main colours of Rotary.

Ribbons will be available at various 
local Guildwood locations from 
December 11 to 24. We invite you 
to make a contribution/donation to 
The Rotary Club of Scarborough for 
your ribbon. Donations received will 
be used for continued support to 
local food assistance, charities and 
voluntary organizations.

Donna Worden 



Give Purdy's Chocolate -  help refugees! 
Order online by Nov. 17, pickup in Guildwood Nov 29

www.heydrefugehub.ca/purdys/
Missed the deadline? Purdy's 

gift sets/stocking stuffers will be available in
limited quantities. Call Nadia 416-526-0413

Christmas Giving
with heart!

GGEENNEERRAALL  MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE  
BUILDING and PROPERTY SERVICES 

 
ü Snow Plowing/Clearing, Specialized equipment for Interlock driveways 
ü Residential  --Walkways/ Driveways 
ü Commercial—Loading Docks/Parking Lots 
ü Leaf Clean-up 
ü General Home Repairs  
ü Painting, Staining and Tile Setting 
ü Lawn & Garden Maintenance, Grass Cutting 
ü Shrub and Tree Pruning 
ü Wind fall Clean-up 

 Providing RELIABLE & AFFORDABLE Rates 

                         Call LLAARRRRYY for a Free No Obligation Quote! 

                441166--661188--44552222  
 

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

   

JOHN  
MCKAY 

 
Constituency Office 

 

3785 Kingston Road, Unit 10 
Scarborough, On M1J 3H4 

(416) 283 1226 
www.jmckay.liberal.ca 

john.mckay.c1@parl.gc.ca 



10 - guildwood village news & views

Guild Park’s Highlights from 
2020 … and Challenges Ahead
This was a year like no other at 
Guild Park & Gardens.

While COVID-19 disrupted so many 
activities at Guild Park, the site 
continued to attract thousands of 
visitors throughout 2020 – from 
local residents who regularly enjoy 
the park’s spectacular 88 acres, to 
first-time visitors looking to escape 
the confines of the pandemic. 

Everyone who arrives is inspired 
by the park’s unique combination 
of nature and artistic features 
– beautiful autumn colours in 
the woods, historic architectural 
artifacts in the gardens.

In 2020, many Guild Park events 
faced COVID-caused cancellations, 
most notably the GVCA’s annual 
Guildwood Day BBQ; the annual 
Guild Alive with Culture arts 
festival, organized by local City 
Councillor Paul Ainslie and the Guild 
Renaissance Group; and all  
public tours/activities held by  
Friends of Guild Park.

Despite these disappointments, 
Guild Park’s revitalization and 
improvements kept moving 
ahead, along with new challenges 
emerging as more and more  
people visited. 

Below is a summary of this year’s 
park highlights – and items that 
require attention. This information 
comes from the 2020 Annual 
General Meeting held recently by 
Friends of Guild Park. For more 
details about the activities of this 
award-winning volunteer group,  
visit www.guildpark.ca.

Virtual Guild Park Tours 
In place of the popular public 
walking tours hosted by Friends 
of Guild Park, this summer our 
volunteers created a series of  
virtual tours about Guild Park’s  
natural features. 

These online tours feature Guild 
Park’s shoreline, the importance of 
waterfront cleanups, bio-diversity, 
and how nature is depicted by the 
art and architecture on-site. This 
program was part of a national 
program organized through the 
charitable organization Park People 
and TD Bank. These virtual tours are 
available at  
www.facebook.ca/guildpark. 

These videos have now reached 
more than 7,000 people – a much 
wider audience than how many 
people actually go on these park 
walks. 

Live Theatre Returns 
Kudos to Guild Festival Theatre 
(GFT) for presenting a limited 
number of public performances 
this summer at Guild Park’s historic 
Greek Theatre. GFT’s efforts 
ensured that live stage shows 
continued at Guild Park in spite  
of COVID-19.

A limited number of audience 
members – all suitably physically 
distanced – enjoyed cabaret-style 
shows of song and dance. The 
excerpts gave a taste of what’s 
ahead for GFT’s 2021 season, 
with full productions of Alice in 
Wonderland and Salt Water Moon. 

Earlier this summer, when the Greek 
Theatre was unavailable for public 
use, GFT organized a series of 
“Porch Performances.” This brought 
live theatre directly to Guildwood 
Village residents. To learn what 
this talented group of professional 
performers has in store next year at 
Guild Park, visit  
www.guildfestivaltheatre.ca.  

Arts In (and Near) the Park 
The show also went on for a pair 
of performers originally scheduled 
for the Greek Theatre by the City of 
Toronto-sponsored Arts In the  
Parks program. 

After public activities got cancelled 
at all public parks, both groups took 
different approaches to bringing 
music and fun to Guildwood Village: 
one group hit the airwaves, the 
other took to streets.

Japanese drummers from Nagata 
Shachu went online in June to 
present a virtual workshop and 
performance. Local residents had 
the chance to try their hand at taiko 
rhythms via computer, smartphone 
or tablets.

In August, Driftwood Theatre 
brought stilt-walkers, musicians 
and flag-wavers to a special one-
night-only parade along Somerdale 
Square. The performance was 
about neighbourhood spirit, and 
the performers made their point by 
using the Guildwood Village flag.

John Mason | President, Friends of Guild Park

www.guildpark.ca
www.facebook.ca/guildpark
http://www.guildfestivaltheatre.ca
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Construction Continues at the 
Clark Centre 
Major work to create the Clark 
Centre for the Arts is expected to 
finish by year-end. The three-storey 
facility will include:
	» studios for professional and 

emerging artists;
	» space for public art programs; 
	» plus rooms for exhibitions and 

other arts events. 

COVID-19 restrictions delayed 
construction on the $5.4 million 
project. Recently, the building’s 
exterior was completed with all 
doors and windows in place. In the 
new year, extensive interior work 
gets underway so the building can 
open later in 2021.

The Clark Centre is named after 
Rosa and Spencer Clark, the 
philanthropists who founded the 
historic Guild of All Arts on the 
site in 1932. The couple operated 
the grounds and the Guild Inn 
for almost 50 years. This facility 
will be operated by the City of 
Toronto’s department of Economic 
Development and Culture (EDC). 
It marks the return of the arts and 
artists to the site after a  
25-year absence. 

New Architecture Display 
Guild Park visitors will soon see 
three hand-carved stone crests 
back on public view.

These marble keystones graced the 
façade of the now-demolished Bank 
of Toronto. It’s the same building 
whose columns and arches were 
saved by Spencer Clark,  
then redesigned to create the  
Greek Theatre. 

The crests depict “Enterprise”, 
“Agriculture” and the City of 
Toronto’s original Coat of Arms. 
They represent the “pillars” of 
the bank when it opened its 
headquarters in the city’s downtown 
in 1914. Fittingly, these crests will be 
displayed near the Greek Theatre.

Mounting these crests is a project 
of EDC. The initiative is part of 
ongoing work to return to Guild Park 
more building artifacts from what 
was known as the “Spencer Clark 
Collection of Historic Architecture.”

Historic Plaque for Guild  
of All Arts   
After four years of volunteer effort, 
Guild Park welcomed its first 
official heritage plaque earlier this 
year. Details about this Heritage 
Toronto marker were included in the 
Summer 2020 edition of News & 
Views. Watch for information about 
a public celebration next year to 
mark this milestone for Guild Park, 
Guildwood Village and the  
City of Toronto.

Volunteer Clean-Up 
Thanks to the many local residents 
who took time in September to 
pick up litter throughout Guild Park, 
as part of the Guildwood Village 
Community Clean-up. 

This effort is augmented by the 
year-round cleanup activities 
organized by Friends of Guild Park 
volunteer, Rose Mitchell Spohn. 

Based on Rose’s ongoing “trash 
stats”, a new story is emerging from 
the garbage being left along Guild 
Park’s waterfront and adjacent 
Waterfront Trail area.  

Comparing the types and amount 
of litter collected in 2019 to the 
first nine months of 2020, it’s clear 
that more trash is being left behind 
by people using the shoreline for 
picnics and gatherings. 

For example: 
	» Cups/plates: 66% more, based 

on 251 collected in 2019; 418 
collected Jan-Sept 2020

	» Beverage containers: 39% more, 
based on 966 (2019); 1,345 (so 
far 2020)

	» Plastic/paper bags: 32% more, 
based on 99 (2019); 149 (so far 
2020)

	» Food wrapping: 24% more, 
based on 658 (2019); 817 (so far 
2020)

As a result of these and other stats 
from clean-up, Guild Park officials 
decided to install more garbage/
recycling bins along the  
Waterfront Trail.

Ongoing Park Challenges

Park Vandalism   
Guild Park suffered three notable 
cases of willful damage by vandals 
of the summer. This appears part of 
a City-wide trend. With organized 
park events cancelled, more 
people came to city parks on their 
own, often when park staff and/or 
volunteers weren’t on-site. 

At Guild Park, without watchful eyes 
tending the grounds, leading tours 
or similar activities, the site became 
increasingly vulnerable to damage 
and graffiti. 
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One early morning in June, 
someone lit two separate fires – one 
on the stage of the Greek Theatre, 
the other around the installation 
of four “Provincial Panels.” These 
park features were left darkened by 
smoke. There was also graffiti and 

damage to the cement floor of  
the theatre. 

In early August, someone used 
black magic marker to deface two 
white marble panels on the  
Greek Theatre.

 

Dozens of stoneworks collected by 
Spencer Clark from now-demolished 
buildings are looking for  
new homes. 

The City of Toronto is custodian of 
these architectural features. City 
officials are keeping the façade 
fragments and artifacts that have 
historic value. The remaining pieces 
– many of which are duplicates of 
stone displayed at Guild Park – are 
now considered surplus and will be 
available for use in other locations. 

Guildwood’s Church of the Holy 
Trinity and Friends of Guildwood 
Village Park have already expressed 
initial interest in re-using some of 
these unique stones. 

Another group interested is the 
residents’ association in the Grange 
community, whose members live 
near the Art Gallery of Ontario 
(AGO). The Grange group has 
already drafted plans to use a 
number of the surplus stones as 
markers for a new linear park in 
downtown Toronto.

This park links two sites that have 
connections with Spencer Clark and 

his wife Rosa. The park’s northern 
boundary is the AGO’s Grange 
Park. The Clarks were long-time 
patrons of the AGO. The new park’s 
southern boundary is Campbell 
House Museum (at Queen and 
University) which already has some 
of the Clark architectural pieces  
on display. 

Guildwood Village residents also 
have an opportunity to retain some 
of these architectural artifacts at 
local sites, outside Guild Park. This 
initiative requires a small group of 
local volunteers to get involved. 
This is a planning project that would 
be of special interest to those with 
expertise in design, construction 
and/or history.

With enough local residents 
showing interest, this would ensure 
that tangible pieces of history linked 
to Spencer and Rosa Clark get 
displayed permanently throughout 
Guildwood Village. For more 
information, please contact John 
Mason at president@guildpark.ca.

Community Use of Clark Architecture Collection

In mid-August, another deliberate 
fire destroyed two of Guild Park’s 
plastic trash/recycling bins. This 
happened just weeks after the City 
of Toronto installed new trash and 
recycling bins along Guild Park’s 
waterfront trail.

The good news is that people at 
Guild Park notified City officials 
promptly about the damage. Smoke 
and graffiti were successfully 
removed from the damaged 
architectural pieces. The waste  
bins were replaced.

The bad news is these incidents 
highlight that Guild Park lacks 
any protective measures to guard 
against such damage or to identify 
those responsible. 

Public Facilities 
Guild Park currently operates with 
two public permanent washrooms. 
Also on site is a seasonal washroom 
trailer. It operates from May through 
October and provides seven 
additional facilities. 

The number of permanent, all-
weather public washrooms is less 
than adequate for a destination 
public park that in 2018 attracted 
more than 70,000 visitors. 

To make matters worse, the park’s 
permanent washrooms were closed 
for repairs most of last winter, due 
to vandalism and/or water leakage 
damage. Park visitors had to use 
outdoor portable toilets during the 
winter months. It is unclear if these 
issues have been resolved heading 
into the 2020-21 winter season. 

mailto:president@guildpark.ca
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Signage  
Warning and danger signs are 
common throughout Guild Park. 
Lacking are signs giving information 
about the fascinating legacy of 
Guild Park and the hundreds of 
features visitors can find throughout 
the site. 

Providing basic park information, 
such as directions, distances 
and descriptions, are among the 
recommendations of three major 
plans covering Guild Park and its 
future (see next section). 

With the exception of the volunteer-
funded Heritage Toronto plaque 
and temporary signs posted in Guild 
Park’s two notice boards, there’s no 
easy way for visitors to learn about 
Guild Park while on-site. 

Guild Park Plans 
Since 2014, the City of Toronto’s 
Parks, Forestry & Recreation (PFR) 
has completed three major planning 
documents covering:
	» Park Management
	» Park Trails
	» Park Gardens

Each plan benefited from input 
by top professionals and by local 
residents and Guild Park supporters 
– people who regularly visit the 
site and use its facilities. Each 
plan contains a series of long-
term recommendations designed 
to revitalize Guild Park. The aim 
is for Guild Park to operate at its 
full potential as a destination park 
serving local, provincial, national 
and international visitors.

However, as a result of COVID-19, 
PFR has put almost all of these 
plans’ recommendations on 
hold. There is no clear timetable 
or budget for putting these 
recommendations into action. 

Friends of Guild Park is working with 
PFR on a small-scale plan to restart 
this process. A group of volunteers 
and PFR staff are focusing attention 
on the property around Guild Park’s 
Sculptor’s Cabin as the place to 
start implementing these plans. 

This wooden cabin, built in 1942 
as an artist’s studio, was recently 
restored and reopened by the City 
of Toronto, in partnership with Guild 
Park’s volunteer groups. To operate 
this cabin effectively as a visitors’ 
welcome/activity centre, Friends of 
Guild Park sees great potential to 
include more seating, signage and 
other park “furniture” as part of the 
landscape outside this cabin.

This initiative is in very early stages 
and has already incorporated many 
recommendations from Guild Park’s 
three plans. We see this “Landscape 
Plan” as a pilot project that keeps 
Guild Park continuing to get better. 

If you have comments about 
Guild Park – its features and its 
challenges – we’d like to hear  
from you. Please send an email  
with your ideas to me at  
president@guildpark.ca.

mailto:president@guildpark.ca
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Diversity and the GVCA
The GVCA is a volunteer, not-for-
profit organization, led by a small 
Board of Directors. Each Board 
member brings unique skills, 
knowledge and perspective to the 
team, and as the current President 
I would be hard pressed to find a 
group that is more dedicated to 
ensuring that Guildwood is a great 
place to live.  

However, the current Board does 
not represent the diversity of our 
community, and, to my knowledge, 
it never really has. Today the Board 
consists of 12 white, straight, mostly 
over 50 men and women, most with 
grown children, and almost all are 
long-time Guildwood residents. Is 
that sameness by design? No, but 
those are the facts all the same.

The latest census results for the 
Guildwood census area indicate 
that 30% of local residents self-
identify as a visible minority and 
23% indicated that their mother 
tongue was something other than 
English or French. Only 50% of the 
adults in the community are over 
50. The census results for our area 
don’t address religious beliefs, 

sexual preference or gender identity 
but it is safe to assume that the 
Board doesn’t reflect the breadth of 
Guildwood residents.

Does it matter? Well, I can’t help 
but think that the community would 
truly benefit from a broader range 
of perspectives and experiences 
that a more representative Board 
might bring. What new community 
events and traditions might emerge? 
What new ideas might help to 
ensure everyone in the community 
feels welcome to participate in our 
events? This was a topic at our last 
Board meeting, and let me assure 
you that the Board is aligned on the 
need for change.

A core goal of the GVCA is to 
encourage active community 
involvement within Guildwood and 
volunteers are key to our success. 
I understand that you may not see 
people on the Board that are like 
you but if you are interested in 
helping Guildwood continue to be 
the great community you chose as 
your home, then we have everything 
that matters in common.  

If you are interested in participating 
as a Board member, membership 
canvasser, News and Views delivery 
person or Guildwood Day volunteer, 
we want to hear from you (yes, even 
if you are a straight, 50+, white 
long-time resident.)

We will get back to all those 
activities as soon as we can safely 
do so and when we do, we would 
greatly appreciate having you on 
the GVCA team.

In addition, the Board has identified 
a few initiatives to introduce all new 
residents to the GVCA and welcome 
them as part of our Guildwood 
community.  

I look forward to hearing from you,

Jim Whitney 
President@guildwood.on.ca

Jim Whitney, GVCA President 

mailto:President@guildwood.on.ca
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East Scarborough Storefront: 
Building Community – Together
I’ll bet you’ve travelled past East 
Scarborough Storefront at 4040 
Lawrence Avenue East, just west of 
Galloway Rd. You might even know 
that our building used to be a police 
station. I’ve been working there 
since 2015, and am writing to make 
sure Guildwood residents know 
even more about us! 

I’ll start by telling you how great 
it feels to be connected to The 
Storefront. I love that at The 
Storefront:
	» People feel welcome, safe 

and a sense of community and 
belonging.

	» Children, adults and seniors 
improve their health and well-
being.

	» People learn, create, play and 
make positive things happen in 
the community.

	» A professional network of social 
service partners attends to 
complex and challenging human 
needs and serves people with 
empathy and kindness. 

	» People find real and meaningful 
jobs.

	» People of all ages get support 
and encouragement to help 
realize their goals and dreams.

The Storefront’s purpose is to 
support people’s aspirations by 
fostering a community ecosystem 
that grows stronger over time.  We 
help the community work better 
together, for everyone’s benefit.

How did we get to be a place like 
this? 

In the years leading up to our 
opening in January 2001, many 

people in the area were in 
desperate need. Families who had 
been living closer to Toronto’s core 
moved out to the suburbs in search 
of housing they could better afford. 
Also at that time, many refugees 
were being housed in the motels 
along Kingston Road (and some of 
those motels continue to be part 
of the City’s shelter system).  Back 
then, not many social services were 
available nearby, and taking transit 
to get to social services in other 
parts of town was a day-long affair.

Public Health staff and volunteers 
from faith communities were 
working in the neighbourhood, 
doing their best to help people. The 
needs were so great, though, that 
they felt overwhelmed, and knew 
something had to change. They 
decided to go door-to-door to take 
stock of the challenges and find out 
from people what supports were 
needed. And they really listened. 
After such deep engagement, the 
solution to providing services in the 
community was disarmingly simple 
(but not so easy!):  

No SINGLE agency or organization 
could meet the vast and varied 
needs of people in the community. 
But collectively, with organizations 
working together, the possibilities 
were great.

After many months of discussion, 
consultation and building trust 
among more than 40 agencies, East 
Scarborough Storefront opened 
its doors in Morningside Mall. 
Each of the agencies offered their 
service in that one space. Word of 
mouth brought people in, and they 

benefited from the one-stop-shop 
offered by the network of social 
service partners. 

Back in 2007, when Morningside 
Mall got redeveloped into 
Morningside Crossing, The 
Storefront moved to our current 
location at 4040 Lawrence Avenue 
East, where people can still find 
the same variety and number 
of services and partners. The 
specific partners fluctuate with 
the community’s needs, and we 
continue to work together to 
provide what people tell us is 
important to them.

What can people find at The 
Storefront? Help with:
	» Resume development, interview 

preparation, and job search 
	» Learning English
	» Improving literacy skills
	» Legal matters
	» Settlement 
	» Services for women
	» Counselling
	» Housing
	» Finding childcare
	» Accessing financial supports
	» Wellness groups
	» ...and more!

Beyond social services, what else 
is available at The Storefront?
	» Groups and programs for 

people of a variety of ages to 
get involved in and make their 
community better together. 

	» A commercial grade community 
kitchen that has helped launch 
several small businesses.

	» A multi-sport court accessible to 
the community 24/7.

Nadia Heyd, nheyd@thestorefront.org | www.thestorefront.org/bettertogether

mailto:nheyd@thestorefront.org
www.thestorefront.org/bettertogether
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	» Community gardens, a vital 
source of physically distant 
recreation, companionship and 
affordable fresh produce for 
local residents this summer.

Right now, due to the pandemic, 
most in-person meetings with 
partners are paused. People can 
still access us and our partners 
online and over the phone five 
days a week. As of this writing, 
The Storefront is open and offering 
limited in-person services four days 
a week.

People sometimes ask me: “If 
you’ve been in the community 
helping people for nearly 20 years, 
why are there still so many people 
facing challenges?” 

It’s a fair question. And there are 
as many ways to answer it as there 
are people in the neighbourhood. 
One response is that the community 
faces challenges that are long 
standing, and extremely difficult to 
solve, like high unemployment, food 
insecurity and ill health related to 
these problems, to name just a few. 

The pandemic isn’t making these 
challenges any easier – quite the 
opposite. There is also a high 
concentration of subsidized housing 
around us (among the highest in the 
province), which means that there 
are a lot of people who live each 
day of their lives with the full reality 
of at least one big challenge, often 
more.  

It’s so important that The Storefront 
and other organizations are part 
of and are working to serve the 

community. Just like the group of 
people who were trying to support 
the neighbourhood realized 20 
years ago: our whole community 
benefits when everyone works 
together. 

Could you see yourself doing 
something to build community 
together with us? Visit www.
thestorefront.org/bettertogether to 
learn more or contact me. I’d love 
to build community together – with 
you!
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Living Green
I was going to write another plastic 
article as we seem to have acquired 
a lot more plastic bags during 
COVID-19 with stores not wanting 
to handle our own reusable bags. 
However, I have found a great way 
of not using plastic food bags or 
plastic wrap. 

Thanks to a local Girl Guider, 
I offer the following recipe for 
environmentally sustainable 
beeswax wraps. I have tried these 
wraps and they really work well.

After use just wash and it will be 
ready to use again.

Happy crafting!

What you need
	» Squares of 100% cotton fabric in 

varying sizes (try old sheets or 
pillow cases with fun patterns)

	» Beeswax, either grated or in 
pellets

	» Parchment paper

What you do  
Cover your ironing board with an 
old towel or similar. Place your 
fabric on top of parchment paper. 
Sprinkle the wax over the fabric. 
Cover with another sheet of 
parchment paper and iron until all 
the wax has melted. Then peel off 
the paper and hang the fabric to dry. 
It dries fast. Any wax that flows off 
the fabric you can peel off the paper 
and use again. Suggest not using 
fabric with a lot of red as for some 
reason it runs.

Kathleen Wolfe
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Birding in Guildwood
I have now lived for 40 wonderful 
years in the Guild. I feel so lucky to 
know that on any given day I can 
witness wildlife, such as deer, fox, 
coyote, opossum and mink (to name 
just a few) traversing my yard, the 
street, and through all our  
beautiful parks. 

On top of these four-legged 
wanderers is the wide assortment 
of birds that frequent our 
neighbourhood. There are warblers 
and woodpeckers, corvids and 
chickadees, and so many songbirds 
I’d never be able to name all. 
Though it’s so hard to admit I play 
favourites, I think I look forward to 
seeing birds of prey, such as owls, 
hawks, eagles and even turkey 
vultures, in the Guild the most.

People occasionally ask me how, 
out of all the possible hobbies, I 
ended up birding. The story began 
just 13 years ago with a Mother’s 
Day present. My son, who, in his 
words, has always struggled to 
find me the right gift, decided that 
year upon a lovely bird feeder and 
a bag of mixed bird seed. A short 
while later I filled the feeder and 
my husband hung it from a tree out 
front. Within hours the first little 
sparrows and chickadees were 
gorging themselves, and within days 
we had a whole new community 
of birds visiting us daily. I actually 
began wondering, considering how 
often I was re-filling the feeder with 
seed, how much this little present 
was going to cost me!

My husband and I happened to 
be looking in the direction of the 
feeder one afternoon, when a 
fast-moving hawk flashed by, right 
in front of us, chasing one of our 
sparrows. Unsuccessful in the 

pursuit, the larger bird landed in 
our neighbor’s tree. I went inside, 
grabbed my old camera, took a 
photo, and found myself unable 
to identify the bird. I emailed the 
image to the Toronto Zoo, and they 
quickly responded, telling me I had 
seen an adult male Cooper’s Hawk! 
My son now calls my bird feeder 
the Bird of Prey Feeder. Little did I 
know this amazing Cooper’s Hawk 
was about to bring new friends, 
photography and amazing birds  
into my life. 

As we approach the fall, the air is 
getting cooler and the leaves are 
falling, dropping bright colours 
on our sidewalks. The last-minute 
summer birds, such as hawks and 
eagles, are finally flying south. 
(Keep your eyes open near the 
bluffs, as you’ll still see them flying 
along the water.) Now it is time to 
wear your warm jackets, winter hats 
and gloves and start looking for fall 
and winter birds. 

Where is the best place in the 
Guildwood area to go looking? 
The Guild Inn. You’ve got a great 
chance there of seeing Northern 
Cardinals, Blue Jays, Black-capped 
Chickadees, Downy and Hairy 
Woodpeckers, White Breasted 
Nuthatches, Juncos and many more. 
All of these birds look amazing, 
with either the colourful autumn 
foliage or bright sheets of snow 
behind them, so bring your cameras. 
From the bluff’s edge, or if you 
walk right down to the shore, you’ll 
also see a wide variety of ducks, 
including Ring-billed Ducks, Golden 
Eyes, Long Tailed Ducks and Red 
Breasted Mergansers, which will 
soon arrive for the winter months.

If you go to the Guild you will see 
many regular birders there, and 
don’t hesitate to say “hello.” John 
and James Holcroft have been 
going for many, many years and 
know every tree, path and all the 
birds’ secret hiding spots. Thanks 
to these guys, last year I got to see 
a Saw-whet owl in the middle of 
the park. Another of the regulars is 
Vicki Bowie, who walks there almost 
every single day. She sees many 
deer, all sorts of birds, and lots of 
painted rocks.

You should also keep your eyes 
open in the back of school yards 
as many geese and ducks will 
be landing there to rest. I know 
you’re probably not impressed with 
another flock of Canada Geese, 
but not too long ago I received an 
exciting text from my friend Jennifer 
Kirby, telling me she spotted a 
single snow goose hanging out in 
the middle of a flock of Canada 
Geese in the field behind the Poplar 
Road Public School. You never know 
what you’ll see, until you make the 
effort to go out and look.

How can you help and enjoy the 
birds during the coming winter? 
When putting up bird feeders, 
remember to place them in a 
sheltered area (out of wind and rain) 
and take care to find a location for 
them safely away from cats and 
other predators.  Fill the feeders 
with black oil sunflower seeds and 
suet. (Suet is a high energy food 
that you can buy or make on your 
own.) Setting up a few bird feeders 
will also give youngsters a great 
educational experience and teach 
them how to enjoy nature,from a 
safe distance. 

Hope to see you at the Guild! 

Ann Brokelman
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HEAT IN STYLE

Abbey Lane Plaza
65 Rylander Blvd.
(416) 283.2783
Mon - Fri 10-7
Sat & Sun 10-5

www.classicfireplace.ca
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Reflections on My Years with 
Guild Festival Theatre
After eight years volunteering on 
the Guild Festival Theatre (GFT) 
Board of Directors in a wide variety 
of roles, I stepped aside this year. 
I’d like to share some experiences 
during my time with GFT.

I joined the GFT board at founder 
Sten Erik’s urging in 2012, becoming 
Secretary-Treasurer in 2013. I also 
hosted board meetings at my home, 
plus show opening/closing parties, 
and eventually GFT equipment 
storage. When Sten became ill in 
early 2015, he asked me to become 
producer as well. Shocked at his 
untimely passing in April 2015, 
we scrambled to rebuild/recast 
Romeo and Juliet in his honour – 
which turned out to be our most 
successful production!

I was already involved in Guild Park 
as a volunteer board member for 
the Guild Renaissance Group and 
Friends of Guild Park and Gardens, 
plus the planning committee for 
The Guild Alive with Culture Arts 
Celebration, but I could not bear 
to lose Sten’s dream of providing 
professional classic theatre on 
that stunning Greek Theatre in 
Guild Park. Sten vowed to “do for 
Scarborough what Stratford Festival 
Theatre did for Stratford,” and I did 
whatever was needed to keep his 
legacy alive.

We received huge support from all 
three levels of government, our GFT 
board members, the Guildwood 
community itself as well as second 
Artistic Director, Jamie Robinson, 
plus the fabulous casts and crews 
over the years. Together we 
weathered the storms (rain, heat, 

construction, critical loss of our main 
sponsor, end of Chartwell storage 
due to construction) and soldiered 
on, presenting well-received 
summer entertainment.

GFT provided me with a unique 
opportunity to learn about theatre 
from the inside, seeing how much 
talent and hard work goes into the 
creation of professional productions 
that look so effortless to the 
audience.

For years, I provided a brief history 
of the Guild of All Arts before each 
performance (having co-hosted 
so many walking tours with John 
Mason) and audiences appreciated 
learning about Rosa and Spencer 
Clark’s vision in creating their 
unique art colony on this property in 
1932.

It was a wonderful experience 
welcoming audience members 
to each show, and getting their 
reactions afterwards. The most 
memorable was a blind lady who 
took public transportation with 
her caregiver so that she could 
experience live theatre! Wow!

One of the benefits of seeing every 
performance is the realization 
that live theatre is not static – 
every show is a little different. 
Not just dealing with unforeseen 
circumstances, but the chance to 
see the actors grow into their roles, 
and also the opportunity to focus 
on the subtle background action 
carefully crafted by the director and 
cast.  

I was surprised and humbled to 
be honoured for my volunteer 
efforts: a medal of appreciation 
from The Honorable John McKay, 
M.P.; awarded a Certificate of 
Appreciation by the City of Toronto 
Parks, Forestry & Recreation at their 
Volunteer Recognition Celebration; 
being named a Paul Harris Fellow 
by The Rotary Foundation; acting 
as Grand Marshall of the GVCA’s 
Guildwood Day Parade in 2016!

Time passed, key people moved on, 
some literally moved away and GFT 
began a quest to rebuild.  

In 2019, GFT attracted the creative 
team of Tyler J. Seguin and Helen 
Juvonen, both previously part of 
GFT. Tyler had served on the GFT 
board and honed his directing 
skills in Stratford. Helen assisted 
Sten in directing The Misanthrope, 
and is simply brilliant (a Jeopardy 
champion!).  

Through their many contacts, they 
found young, keen new board 
members, and I felt that it was time 
to have these talented people 
assume the reins, taking Guild 
Festival Theatre to the next level of 
Sten’s dream.

My experience as a volunteer with 
Guild Festival Theatre has been 
very rewarding – hard work yes, but 
friendships and satisfaction galore. I 
anticipate enjoying many future GFT 
productions!

So if you get an opportunity to 
volunteer, give it a try – you’ll be 
glad you did! “Enjoy life, but make a 
difference!”

Janet Heise
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Pet Hair in the Winter
Did you know that not all dogs and 
cats have the same type of coats? 
Some have hair (Maltese, Shih-
tzus, Doodles/Poodles) which is 
continuously growing; others have 
fur (Labs, Jack Russells, pugs), 
which has a fixed maximum length. 

It is a common misconception that 
hair-bearing animals should grow 
their coat throughout the winter 
months. It is not statistically proven 
that additional length beyond one 
inch from the skin adds warmth. In 
fact, this extra length can create a 
lot of additional maintenance for 
pet owners. Clumps of snow and 
debris stick to the hair and cause 
it to mat together. This will create 
discomforts for your pet, ranging 
from minor skin irritation to rashes, 
loss of circulation and sores. 

It is for this reason that we 
recommend keeping a modest 
length on your pet’s coat and 
getting a small wardrobe of layer-
able pieces for varying degrees of 
cold and wet weather. A windproof/
waterproof layer, a base-layer 
of fleece or wool and some paw 
protection are all you need. 

If you don’t want to mess around 
with boots, get some paw wax. Fur-
bearing animals also benefit from 
these layers and paw protection 
too.  Both fur-bearing and hair-
bearing animals benefit from 
regular brushing and maintenance, 
like nail trimming, bathing and 
regularly scheduled grooming visits 
regardless of the time of year to 
ensure the optimal health of these 
fur babies.

Megan Zuber | Muddy Paws in the Guild



Get Ready for Winter
50% Off All Dog Jackets 

Is your dogs jacket worn out? Now is a great time to 
replace it or update your style! Get 50% off all in-stock 

apparel excluding Pawz boots.  
Holiday Grooming | By Appointment Only 

Holiday grooming appointments are filling up fast. 
Check out our website for times still available and  

call or text us to book your appointment.
Save the Date | Santa Claus is Coming! 

Santa will be coming to Muddy Paws December 12th 
2020 from 1pm to 4pm. Call the store to book a photo 

session for your pet. Appointments required to allow for 
physical distancing in the store.

COVID-19 Procedures in Effect 
www.muddypawsintheguild.ca/covid19

123 Guildwood Parkway  
416 724 1637 | www.muddypawsintheguild.ca 

Specializing in Pet Food and Grooming
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Guildwood Tennis Says Thanks

As we write this, Guildwood Tennis 
Club is getting ready to close for the 
season, and we are reflecting on 
what a great community we live in. 
The support we received in this very 
uncertain time was outstanding.  

First, you supported us by 
joining. Second, you supported 
us by coming out to play. Third, 
local businesses and individuals 
supported us by contributing 
money and gifts toward our 50th 
Anniversary Celebration. We have 
so much to be thankful for!

On September 12 we celebrated 
the founding of the club 50 years 
ago with a carefully planned day 
of activities, food and awards. To 
mark this milestone for our club, the 
Executive established the GTC Hall 
of Fame and inducted the following: 
Founders, Louise and Bill Schachow; 
Builders, Fritz Bigall, David Muir 
and Marina Pereira; Players, James 
Boyce (nationally ranked in the 
1970s) and Victor Krustev (nationally 
ranked today). These people were 

awarded engraved plaques and 
places of honour on the club’s 
website: www.guildwoodtennis.com.   

President Ron Hoekstra received 
congratulations and citations from 
federal, provincial and local levels 
of government as well as from the 
Ontario Tennis Association and the 
Scarborough Tennis Federation. 
Guildwood Cup Awards were given 
to our 2020 Singles Tournament 
Champions and to those who gave 
special service to the club this year.  
 
But perhaps the highlight of the 
event was a very entertaining 
doubles match featuring our Hall of 
Famers, James and Victor, playing 
against a member of the National 
Tennis Training Program and Greg 
Nicholson, an A level club player. 
There were also festive balloons 
and a specially decorated cake to 
round out the celebration.  

What lies ahead for the next 50 
years? At our event Paul Mon 
unveiled his vision of a clubhouse 

and public washrooms for Elizabeth 
Simcoe Park. Our aging courts now 
require much maintenance if they 
are to remain as one of the best 
playing surfaces in Scarborough – 
big challenges that will need the 
support of this community even 
more in the years going forward. 
Let’s keep tennis as an integral part 
of Guildwood Village.

Diane Lang

www.guildwoodtennis.com
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This Holiday Season Stay Cyber Safe,  
Especially When Shopping Online 

Cybercriminals are savvy, especially 
during the holidays.

Nearly 30 years after the World 
Wide Web went live on Tuesday, 
August 6, 1991, most people are 
still too trusting with their personal 
information online. Many still don’t 
realize, or take it seriously, how 
little bits of information (data) 
can be pieced together to form a 
surprisingly accurate picture of your 
personal life. Intentional or not, 
disclosure of personal information 
makes it easier for cybercriminals 
to do their thing, such as identity 
theft or giving money to phony 
charities, to name a few of the 
possible consequences of being too 
forthcoming on the Internet. 

There’s also the double-edged 
sword of social media “TMI.” Sharing 
your holiday plans (trips, parties, 
etc.) can draw unwanted attention. 
Never assume the information you 
post online is private or will remain 
so. 

When it comes to cyber-safety, 
there is one hard-and-fast rule: 
Secure your social network profiles! 
Use a privacy scanning software 
to streamline your social network 
privacy settings. My go-to software 
is AVG Online Security, which is a 
free extension for Google Chrome.

Besides securing your social media 
profiles, the following best practices 
will further enhance your cyber-
safety:
	» Use two-factor authentication 

for an extra layer of security. 
	» Before logging off your desktop, 

make it your habit to clear your 
browsing history and cookies. 

	» Change your login passwords 
every four months. 

	» Be wary of posted links, 
especially by strangers.

	» Be cautious allowing yourself to 
be tagged in photos. (Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter—most social 
media platforms—offer the 
option in your privacy settings 
to control if, and how, you can 
be tagged in a photograph.)

For a safe online shopping 
experience this holiday season, 
follow these tips:
1. Before you make any online 

purchases, make sure your 
computer’s operating system 
and software are up to date. 
If you don’t already have one, 
download a cybersecurity 
program. If you’re shopping 
online through your phone 
instead of a desktop, ensure 
your phone has all the 
latest updates and runs a 
cybersecurity program. Watch 
for fake online shops. The 
holiday season is when many 
fake websites pop up. Spotting 
a legitimate website apart from 
a fraudulent one isn’t as easy as 
it used to be. The purpose of an 
illegitimate website is to gather 
and compromise your personal 
information. Ensure the domain 
name is correct. If you’re 
looking for a new Batman tool 
belt, make sure you’re shopping 
on www.batmantoolbelts.com 
and not www.trendystyle.com. 
Note spelling and grammar 
mistakes (there should hardly 
be any), a red flag; the website 
may be fraudulent. If a deal 
seems too good to be true, be 
skeptical. It’s doubtful Tiffany 
will offer an 80% discount on 
its HardWear link earrings in 
18k gold. When unsure, look up 

Nick Kossovan | Guildwood Resident & Director of Social Media, Customer Service Professionals Network

online reviews of the site. If the 
site is a scam, there likely will 
be warnings from other people. 
Also, call the vendor and verify 
they are legitimate. It’s a red 
flag if a website doesn’t have a 
contact number

Important: Make sure the website 
you’re on begins with https 
(Hypertext Transfer Protocol 
Secure), not http. The “s” stands for 
“secure,” ensuring any data sent 
over that connection is encrypted 
and can’t be read by hackers.  

2. Watch for charity phishing 
scams. The holidays are when 
we tend to feel charitable. 
Cybercriminals know this and 
try to take advantage of our 
goodwill. The most common 
scam is to send emails from 
a fake charity asking for 
donations. Another is to send 
emails that appear to come from 
a legitimate charity; however, 
the link(s) go to either malware 
or a fraudulent website. If you 
want to donate to charity, which 
I strongly suggest you do, 
contact the charity directly or go 
straight to their website. 

3. Don’t click on pop-up ads 
or coupons. You’ve probably 
noticed that when you’re 
browsing for a product, pop-
up ads tend to appear, some 
offering steep discounts on 
products. Many of these pop-
ups take you to malicious sites, 
exposing you to cyberattacks. 
When an ad for a fantastic deal 
pops up, err on the side of 
caution and don’t click on it—
just click on the “X” to close it. 
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4. Never shop using public Wi-
Fi. Public Wi-Fi is not secure. 
Anyone can gain access to a 
public network, monitor your 
activity, and steal your personal 
information. Always do your 
online shopping at home on a 
secure Wi-Fi connection. 

5. Be suspicious of spam texts. 
Email filters are relatively good 
at filtering out spam; however, 
smartphones haven’t entirely 
caught up. Fraudsters will send 
mass texts, often written in an 
urgent language, poor grammar, 
and an abundance of emojis 
and punctuation, promising 
huge discounts on sought-after 
brands. If you get this type of 
message, do not reply; you’ll be 
alerting the sender your phone 
number is active. Simply delete 
it and mark it as junk.

Just as you would exercise caution 
with your wallet and belongings in 
a crowded mall, remember to be as 
vigilant when shopping online this 
holiday season.
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Sneak Peek: Tips for Researching the History 
and Legacy of Guildwood Village

Researching the history and 
legacy of Guildwood Village, and 
its Community Association, is 
challenging. Where are the sources? 
How do you pinpoint what your 
research will cover? What kinds of 
questions do you need to ask?

There are a myriad of sources, 
mainly 10 to 12 archives across the 
province (including Archives Canada 
in Ottawa).

What do you do with your 
notes, copies of documents and 
correspondence to (1) help you write 
up your research and (2) ensure that 
your research will be accessible to 
future researchers?

I am going to take a two-phased 
approach to answering these 
questions and more. In Phase One 
(Spring issue 2021) I will explore 
sources and in Phase Two (Summer 

Bob Taylor-Vaisey

issue 2021) I will provide tips on 
how to research and produce 
credible results.

Stay tuned. 

Update from Elizabeth Simcoe  
Junior Public School 
With the cooler temperatures 
upon us, we’re starting to think 
about the Elizabeth Simcoe Park 
rink, in the hopes we’ll be able to 
build it again this year (pending 
COVID-19 guidelines and by-laws 
allowing for use of outdoor rinks). 
Fingers crossed, we have the right 
temperatures to keep it frozen and 
open to the public, unlike  
last winter. 

Nonetheless, the Elizabeth Simcoe 
School Council wanted to take this 
opportunity to thank those who 
contributed to the Elizabeth Simcoe 
Park ice rink last winter. Thank you 
to Rodney Hayden, who volunteers 
and manages the rink, and to the 
many volunteers who bring this 
source of enjoyment to Guildwood. 
All of your contributions and efforts 
are greatly appreciated!

The School Council would also like 
to give a big thank you to our rink 
sponsors who donated funds and 
materials last year to replace old 
materials and helped to expand 
the rink size. They are, The Home 
Depot, Scarborotown Chrysler 
Dealer, Chapman’s Builder’s 
Supplies Ltd., Pool Mates Pool & Hot 
Tub Inc. and Peacock Lumber Ltd.

And as always, thank you to Toronto 
Parks and Recreation for their 
assistance year over years!

Keep well everyone!

Elizabeth Simcoe School Council





 
 

We, at Holy Trinity, Guildwood are a caring, open-hearted community  
who dream, pray and work with Jesus for a loving, equitable and peaceful world. 

 

 

WE ARE OPEN  
You are invited to register to attend in person 

• 8am Traditional Quiet Eucharist or  
• 10:30am Modern Eucharist service at Eventbrite 

OR 

Enjoy online Sunday worship at  
Church of the Holy Trinity, Guildwood’s  
YouTube Channel 

 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

Start Your Christmas Shopping at our  
Virtual Silent Auction and Sale starting  
November 7, 2020  

 

 
Stay tuned for details about our December concert 

  

 
 

Save the Date for our …. 
 

Annual Black History Month Celebration – Feb. 14 
Annual Family Day Winter Fair – Feb. 15 

***NEW*** March Break STEM Camp 
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COVID-19 and Re-opening Update from  
Scarborough Bluffs United Church

The re-opening of Scarborough 
Bluffs United Church for in-person 
Sunday worship services has been 
postponed. 

Given that the Province of Ontario 
is now in the second wave of 
COVID-19 and predicting it will 
worsen as we move further into 
November, we feel this is the 
responsible course of action in 

order to maintain the safety and 
health of our congregation. The 
church’s Council will meet at the 
beginning of November to make a 
decision on a new re-opening date.

You can follow our Minister’s weekly 
sermons on our YouTube Channel 
(search Scarborough Bluffs  
United Church).

Heather Mackie | Office Administrator, Scarborough Bluffs United Church

Please check our website for 
updates at  
www.scarboroughbluffs.org.

If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact us.

What’s On @ Guildwood Library 

Tuesday  12:30 – 8:30 
Wednesday  10:00 – 6:00 
Thursday  12:30 – 8:30 
Friday   10:00 – 6:00 
Saturday    9:00 – 5:00 

Recommended Books from 
Guildwood Staff

Matthew recommends: Through 
Black Spruce by Joseph Boyden

Ruth recommends: The Boy From 
the Woods by Harlan Coben

Kanta recommends: Windfall by 
Diksha Basu

Helen recommends: Macramé 
for the Modern Home by Isabella 
Strambio

Regina recommends: The Boy, the 
Mole, the Fox and the Horse by 
Charlie Mackesy 

Margot recommends: The Beautiful 
Mystery by Louise Penny

416-396-8872

www.scarboroughbluffs.org.


34 - guildwood village news & views

Crossword

Answer Key:



Creative garden  
solutions

416-505-4010
www.greenartlandscapedesign.ca  

LANDSCAPE DESIGN   

 ❦  Master plans for your outdoor  
living spaces

 ❦  Creative make-overs for tired,  
overgrown gardens

 ❦  Scaled drawings for the  
construction of pools, patios  
and walkways

 ❦  Project supervision for the  
do-it-yourselfers

 ❦ Seasonal container planting

Your AVON Holiday Catalogue Is Available 
NOW 

 
Browse through over 200 
pages of skincare & 
fragrance gift sets, stocking 
stuffers, home décor and 
many other gift ideas… 
 
Plus, when you order from 
the holiday catalogue,  
you get these limited 
bonuses: 
 

• FREE Full-sized gift 
with every purchase over $50.00 

• FREE Moisturizing Face Mask with every full-sized 
skin care purchase 

 
You can even order online and have your gifts delivered 
straight to your door. Safe and contact-less 
 
This catalogue is guaranteed to sell out FAST…  
 
Call or text Melissa at 647.983.2606 to get your 
catalogue today 
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